
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUPPORT SERVICES: SECTION E

Transportation Policy

I. Purpose
Barrington Public Schools recognizes that transportation may be a necessary resource
to provide access to education.

II. Policy
The determination for providing transportation is based on safety, distance, individual
student need, and funding, as outlined in the BPS Transportation Protocols.

III. Protocols
The protocols will include the following components:

● guidance and timeline on communicating eligibility and routes to families
● methodology for safety reviews
● appeals process

The School Committee shall provide transportation in accordance with the law to
Barrington residents attending private and parochial schools.

RI General Law 16-21-1. Transportation of public and private school pupils.
RI General Law 31 Motor and Other Vehicles
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Interim Protocols for Transportation 2021-2022 School Year

Communication Process and Timelines
Eligibility will be communicated no later than July 15 of each summer through an
automated email. The specific bus stops and routes will be communicated no later than 2
weeks prior to the start of the school year through Aspen, unless extenuating
circumstances occur.

Distance
Students who are residents of Barrington in grades K-5 who live more than three-quarters of a
mile from their school and all students who are residents of Barrington in grades 6-12 who live
more than 1.30 miles from their school may be eligible for transportation. Eligible students will
be assigned a specific bus to and from school that they will be required to ride when taking
school transportation.

Route Methodology
Distances will be determined according to the shortest and safest walkable route (from the
property line of the home property to the driveway entrance of the school) according to the
measurement tool utilized by the transportation company employed by the District. Bus
routes will be established so that an authorized bus stop is available for eligible students at a
walking distance from their home of no more than the distances contained in paragraph one.
All routes will be reviewed by the Chief of Police in collaboration with the Superintendent and
the selected bus company.

Exceptions to the distance and route methodology may be made to meet the safety or unique
needs of individual students as evaluated by the Superintendent, school IEP or 504 team, or
in the event of an emergency. A request form for transportation considerations will be
available on the transportation page of the District Website and reviewed by the
Superintendent or designee.

The district is in the process of evaluating addresses with persistent safety concerns.
As these areas are evaluated, annual decisions will include the transportation
allowances for these predetermined safety zones.

Appeals Process
Initial requests for reviews are submitted to the Transportation Coordinator who will follow
District Policy and Protocols.

Initial appeals of the decisions from the Transportation Coordinator are submitted to the Director of
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Finance, who will consider safety or special considerations.

Appeals of the decisions of the Director of Finance will be reviewed by the Superintendent of
Schools. The Superintendent of Schools will issue a written decision within 10 Business Days; if
there is a safety concern that requires a Safety Team evaluation, a written decision will be
issued within 20 Business Days. All decisions of the Superintendent are final. As is the practice
in Rhode Island, appeals of final decisions may also be brought to the Rhode Island
Department of Education.
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