
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS SCHOOL COMMUNITY RELATIONS: SECTION: K

Utilization of Single Use Products

I. PURPOSE
In the interest of both equity and environmental stewardship, Barrington Public Schools
(BPS) requires the reduction of the purchase of redundant or unnecessary products for use
in the classroom and throughout the school, including the cafeteria.

II. DEFINITIONS

Classroom Supplies
The school shall supply all necessary items such as tissues, paper towels, soap, other
cleaning supplies, and any other items required for maintaining a clean classroom during the
school day. If a classroom feels they need more of any of those supplies, they will work with
the building principal to access what they need. Efforts to reduce the use of single-use items
that do not decompose easily, such as baby wipes, are required.

Student Supplies
School supplies in the PK-8 levels, with the exception of backpacks and lunch boxes, will be
provided by the school. Teachers will develop plans and requests for school supplies during the
budget process, with analysis of what was used in the past and what is needed going forward,
akin to the zero-based budgeting model. Items that can be shared, such as markers, pencils,
pens, dry-erase markers, and paper, shall be purchased through the school. Items that are
specific to each class, such as specific notebooks or binders, will be evaluated through the
zero-based budget process. School supply lists sent home to parents/families will be eliminated.

School supplies in the 9-12 level will be based on student preference for organization. Families
will be responsible for purchasing any items their students deem necessary. Items specific to
certain classes, such as calculators, will be provided to the student for the course of the year if
the resource is not available on their computers. Students that have verified financial needs may
contact the school for additional assistance with school supplies.

Cafeteria and Other Food Service Supplies
Items used in the cafeteria will either be compostable (such as food containers,
utensils, and plastic straws) or multi-use (such as trays) to the extent practicable. We
will consider our environmental impact and global food insecurities in our
decision-making.
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