
Grow Your Own Teacher Program 

Puxico R-VIII School District 

How does the GYOT program work? 

Selected recipients will receive a financial award from the Grow Your Own Grant to be applied 

toward college tuition or to complete the American Board for Certification of Teacher 

Excellence.  The goal is to bring quality educators to Puxico R-VIII Schools to be leaders inside 

and outside the classroom. 

How will the funds be used? 

$500 per year ($250 per semester) for four years. 

$1900 to enroll in the ABCTE program. 

Onetime fee of $73 for the Missouri Content Assessment (MEGA) or $94 for the Elementary 

Education Multi-Content (MEGA) 

$100 for applying for Teacher Certification with DESE 

Recipients will be guaranteed a position with the Puxico R-VIII School District following the 

successful completion of their degree/certification, and the total loan will be forgiven over a two-

year period as outlined below. 

$2173 total loan/scholarship/$1086.50 forgiven per year for persons completing an education 

degree or ABCTE program not in elementary education 

$2194 total loan/scholarship/$1097 forgiven per year for persons completing an education degree 

in elementary education or completing the ABCTE program. 

If the district and the recipient part ways for any reason, the remaining balance would be repaid 

by the recipient by the end of their contract. 

If a recipient chooses to leave the program or changes their field of study, the scholarship will 

convert to a loan to be repaid at the time of leaving the college or university education program 

or ABCTE Program.  It will be the responsibility of the recipient to provide evidence of school 

attendance per semester or proof of progress of the ABCTE Program.  Failure to do so would 

result in loan repayment. 

Who is a candidate for GYOT? 

Persons will fill out an application form to be selected by a committee 

Persons must live within 30 miles of the Puxico R-VIII School District 

Minimum GPA 3.0 GPA 

Pursuing a degree in education or willing to complete the ABCTE program 

Be able to pass a background check 



 

How are recipients selected? 

GYOT program recipients will be chosen by a committee consisting of Administrators, Puxico 

Staff, HS counselor, and Board of Education representative.  Priority may be given to applicants 

entering a highly demanded area in education and/or underrepresented demographic within 

Puxico R-VIII School District. 

To maintain scholarship eligibility, recipients must maintain a 3.0 GPA in all course work, a full-

time student status, and submit grade cards and schedules for each semester.  If enrolled in the 

ABCTE program, recipients must complete the program in 12 months. 

To receive payment, recipients must participate in at least one professional development offering 

from Puxico R-VIII School District per year, and attend one school board meeting per year to 

give an update on their progress and experience. 

 

 

 

 

 


