
EASTON VALLEY CSD: RETURN TO LEARN PLAN
2021 - 2022 School Year

INTRODUCTION
The Easton Valley Community School District believes that the health of our students and staff is our top
priority. We also believe that the education and care we provide our students is critically important. With these
two priorities in mind, we are eager to share with you an overview of our Return to Learn Plan for the 2021 -
2022 school year.

FOUNDATIONAL BELIEFS
It is the position of the Easton Valley Community School District that we are responsible for providing education
and care to all the students we are so fortunate to serve. We believe that this education and care is essential to
our vision of “Empowering today’s leaders to excel in tomorrow’s endeavors.” We also know that many of our
families rely on us to provide quality care for their children while they serve other critical roles within the
economy that we all mutually benefit from and depend upon. We faced many challenges in the past school
year that we overcame, and are prepared to do the same as we move forward.

The foundation of our Return to Learn Plan has been developed based upon the following guiding principles:

1) The most rigorous and robust teaching and learning occurs in a classroom with a highly-qualified
teacher and among other peers to collaborate with and learn from

2) Beyond the core academic subjects taught, school provides a safe learning environment where our
students develop critical social and emotional intelligences necessary to succeed in the 21st century

3) When face to face learning cannot occur for any reason, our students need consistent, quality,
student-driven learning opportunities guided by their teachers

4) Last, and perhaps most important, we must empower our families to make decisions that are in the best
interest of their child(ren) and family

In our Return to Learn Plan we focused on the following objectives:

1) Maximize time in school for ALL students

2) Deliver quality, rigorous learning to ALL students

3) Develop consistent, fluid solutions to respond to any challenges

4) Design distance learning experiences that are teacher & student driven

As we approach the 2021 -2022 school year we are 100% committed to doing everything in our power to keep
our school open for full days and at full capacity. In order to do so, it will be essential that we follow the
guidelines put in place by the State of Iowa, the Department of Education, and the Health Department.

RETURN TO LEARN PLAN HIGHLIGHTS
In order to respond to the vastly different needs and perspectives of our families, we have developed a couple
of options that we are asking each family to carefully consider.

Option #1 (Recommended Option): On August 23, 2021, we made every attempt to open our schools under
conditions that were as close to pre-pandemic practices as possible. We will continue to follow the 10 day



quarantine protocol for all students. As of January 20, 2022, we did begin following the 5 day quarantine
protocol for staff, as guided by the IDPH and the CDC.

In the event that students must remain out of school, their absence will be handled similarly to a normal
absence. Elementary students will have the option of requesting the work and materials from their teachers
while they are out. Our teachers will also assume the responsibility of catching students up when they return in
the case that students are not able to complete their work and learning while they are in quarantine. JH/HS
students will continue to be able to access their learning materials via google classroom. Emails will be sent by
administration as needed to keep our teachers updated on who they need to support in a distance learning
format while they are absent. This support will include responding to emails, answering questions, providing
learning support as available, and catching students up upon their return to school.

To reiterate our previously stated belief, we strongly believe that most students learn best in a classroom with a
highly-qualified teacher and among other peers to collaborate with and learn from. However, in the event that a
student is not able to access this preferred method of learning, we will be prepared to meet these students’
needs in an online learning environment offered by Edgenuity. Under no circumstance, are we considering
closing our school or resorting back to virtual learning, unless we are forced to by the governor or other
completely unforeseen circumstances emerge.

Option #2: We expect that this option will only pertain to a very limited number of families. However, we
recognize that there may be families that are forced to make a difficult decision about returning to school due to
increased risk factors in their home. These risk factors are particularly limited to significant health conditions
that a child or caretaker may have that make them more susceptible to complications from COVID-19. In the
event that someone in your family meets this criteria we encourage you to reach out to the school
administration to discuss your options.. We will handle these situations on a case by case basis and will work
with each of these families to develop a specific plan for each child in this type of situation. Please keep in
mind that this option would be contingent upon the family being able to provide a doctor’s written verification.
This verification would need to specify the person’s name, the health condition, and the relation to the child.

● Technology: We have formed a partnership with other AEA member schools to be able to offer
online education through Edgenuity.

● Resources: Last Spring we reached out to families to ensure that each family had a device that
they could use to engage their child(ren) in the voluntary online program. Based on survey
feedback we know that many families had a difficult time sharing a single device between
multiple children. To address this concern we have invested in the purchase of additional
chromebooks. In the event that any of our students engage in online learning during the
upcoming school year, we will be prepared to issue a chromebook to every student that we
serve.

Special Education:
All students with disabilities receiving services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) will continue to be provided with a Free, Appropriate, Public Education (FAPE) in the Least
Restrictive Environment (LRE). Meetings with Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams will be
reconvened as necessary to determine placement and delivery of services. Our AEA will help support
IEP’s and assist with any amendments that need to take place.



Infrastructure:

● Technology such as chromebooks have been purchased and made available for students.
● Teachers have the technology they need to support their students
● Electrostatic cleaning equipment was purchased to help sanitize all spaces
● Drinking fountain fill stations have been made available to students
● Hand sanitizer has been purchased in abundance and is made available in spaces throughout the

school
● Face masks have been made available as needed

Mitigation Efforts:

Cleaning Handrails - Daily cleaning by custodial staff

Cleaning Doorknobs - Keeping your door open will help with this.  Also, if teachers have concerns
with their doorknobs being sanitized, they should wipe them with Clorox wipe throughout the day.

Drinking Fountains - look at getting the water for just the faucet either shut off or covered.  The
students will be able to fill their own water bottles from the water bottle refill area.

Bathrooms - Cleaned a minimum of once per day. Touched surfaces will be thoroughly sanitized.

Buses - No food on the bus. Bus will be sanitized according to standard protocol.

Procedure for teachers/staff if they see a student who is showing signs of being sick?

If a student is showing signs of illness, the school nurse will be contacted.

Quarantine Guidance for Students -

The Iowa Department of Public Health is no longer requiring all “close contacts” to quarantine. If
a student or staff member comes in contact with someone who tests positive for Covid then we
will notify the family so that they can monitor for symptoms. The student or staff member will be
allowed to remain in school as long as they remain healthy. (*Quarantine may still be required in
cases of an “outbreak” which is defined as having two or more Covid positive individuals in a
household, or other criteria established for other shared spaces.)

● Household Quarantines: If two or more people in the household test positive for Covid at
the same time we will require all members of the household to remain out of school for 10 days
after the onset of symptoms for the most recent Covid-positive individual in the home. If no
symptoms develop, the other members of the household may return to school after the 10 days.

● Instruction During Quarantine: Due to the reduced need for extended quarantine
requirements, Easton Valley CSD will handle quarantine similar to how it responds to any
illness-related absence. When a student is out they are encouraged to contact their teachers to
gather any assignments they can complete during the absence. Each teacher will do their best to
provide assignments and guidance via  email while the student is absent. Any remaining learning
and assignments will be completed upon returning to school.



PROMOTING HEALTH:

Healthy Habits: There are many ways we can promote healthy habits for all people. Encourage
your children to eat healthy by maintaining a balanced diet with nutrient-rich foods such as
proteins, fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. Other healthy habits include regular sleeping
patterns that correspond to the age of your child. Regular hand washing before meals and after
touching shared surfaces should also be encouraged regularly.

Response to Illness: As always, if you are ill then remain home. This is best practice for any
illness such as the common cold or flu. If you exhibit any high risk symptoms or multiple low risk
symptoms from the chart below we encourage you to contact your healthcare provider. Anyone
with a temperature over 100.3 degrees is required to remain home until they are fever free for 24
hours without the use of fever-reducing medicine.

CLOSING THOUGHTS
In addition to teaching and learning, there will be many day to day decisions that will need to be made to
ensure the health and safety of our students. We will continue the increased cleaning and sanitizing
procedures that we have in place. Regardless of the challenges that lie ahead, we hope that you and your
family are able to rest assured knowing that the Easton Valley CSD team will be prepared to provide your
child(ren) a safe and meaningful learning experience during the 2021 - 2022 school year.


