
 

 

Indiana weather can be unpredictable!  It may require us to call for a two-hour school delay, early 

dismissal, or an e-Learning Day.  For the 2022-23 school year, we have two make-up days built into the 

calendar.  These are February 20th and April 10th.  If these make up days are not used, the two snow 

make-up days will be scheduled days off from school.  After these two days are used, the next three 

school closings will be eLearning Days.  If we have a winter with more than five missed days, any 

additional days missed will be added to the end of the school year beginning on May 25th. 

At times, there are questions as to why school was (or was not) closed.  When there are weather issues 

overnight, we begin checking our roads before 5:00 a.m.  We consult with law enforcement, city and 

county departments.  Our goal is to decide by 5:45 a.m.  Some days, this is challenging, especially if the 

arrival of snow, ice, or fog begins in the early morning hours.   

WHAT FACTORS DO WE CONSIDER WHEN MAKING THE CALL TO DELAY OR CANCEL SCHOOL? 

Temperatures are a significant factor with school decisions.  We utilize the National Weather Service 

Wind Chill Chart to help determine exposure dangers based on the combined temperature and wind chill.  

It is found at:  https://www.weather.gov/safety/cold-wind-chill-chart 

 

There are times when we may call for a two-hour delay to allow for daylight for our buses and students 

and staff driving in the morning or to give our county and city road crews time to adequately clear roads.  

An extra two-hour window, plus daylight, can really impact the road crews’ ability to work on our roads.   

 

We may also have two-hour delays for fog.  Fog can be very challenging as there are typically sections of 

the county that have good visibility while others experience dense fog. Sometimes, when we must decide 

by 5:45 a.m. to keep school on its regular time, fog can become worse close to sunrise.  We try to make 

the best decision possible using up to date information, but it can be challenging with fog. 

 

Finally, when we look at the 215 square miles of Fayette County, we have many areas to consider with 

varying degrees of topography.  For example, in the northern and western parts of the county, we 

primarily have open and flat land made up of farms.  Our biggest challenges are with drifting of snow.  In 

the southern and eastern parts of the county, we must contend with winding, hilly roads.  Every decision 

made is one that looks at all parts of Fayette County.  If you have a teenage driver in your home with 

little to no driving experience on snowy/icy roads, or a vehicle that does not perform well in winter 

weather, we would strongly encourage you to either utilize our transportation department services or 

make other arrangements for your child to be safely transported to school.  Parents always have the 

final decision as to whether they send their children to school during inclement weather. 
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