
January 19, 2022

MORRIS GRADE SCHOOL DISTRICT #54
SCHOOL WEATHER CLOSING PROCEDURES

Dear Morris Grade School District Parents/Guardians:

As we begin experiencing more significant winter weather, I would like to share some information
on weather-related school closings so that you will be prepared for the days and weeks ahead.
Student safety is always our first consideration when it comes to canceling school or events.  Three
factors impact the decision to close schools due to weather: road conditions, temperature, and
visibility.

All school cancellations will be communicated through the phone notification system, the District
website and app, the District social media pages, and local media.

Because we are one of four school districts in Morris, the decision to cancel school is done in
collaboration with the superintendents of Morris Grade School, Saratoga, Nettle Creek, and Morris
High School Districts.  The four of us make every effort to make decisions by 5:30 am; however, in
some instances, decisions may be made at a later time.  It is advisable that families have plans in
place to address late notification.

Snow Days
Snow is the most common reason for closing school. Factors considered are:
• Accumulation and drifting
• Icing
• Wind speeds (particularly for the county)
• Temperature
• Road conditions
• Forecast estimates for continued precipitation

If the road and weather conditions are questionable, we then consult with a number of different
people including, our maintenance director, area superintendents, our transportation director and
township and city road staff.  There is no single rule of thumb for accumulation amounts and much
of the decision depends on the presence of blowing and/or drifting snow.  Every effort will be made
to make a decision and inform families as quickly as possible, but a decision to cancel school and/or
events will not be based solely on a forecast.

Temperature
Extreme temperatures are a part of our winters. These temperatures impact man and machine.  This
year we will utilize the NOAA/National Weather Service Wind Chill Chart as part of our informed
decision making process. The chart is not used as an absolute.  Instead, it guides the decision
making process along with the forecast (e.g., how quickly a warm-up is expected to take place).



Factors considered in closing school due to extreme low temperatures are:

• Temperature
• Wind
• Duration and Timing of Cold Temps
• Safe Operation of Buses

If temperatures are extremely low and we DO NOT cancel school, we ask that our parents ensure
that their children wear appropriate cold weather clothing (winter coats, hats and gloves).  Bus
riders should remain in their homes until the bus arrives.  Our bus drivers have been instructed to
wait for students to come out of the house on cold weather days.  Because of these delays and
because of the inclement weather, buses will be late.  There is no way of notifying parents when
exactly their child’s bus will arrive.  If a specific bus is running late due to a malfunction or
accident, parents will be notified; otherwise, please assume that the bus will eventually arrive.

E-Learning Days
If snow days are called, students will participate in E-Learning Days.  All electronic
communications between home and teachers will occur through either Google Classroom, school
email accounts, or other classroom communication platforms. For grades 3rd-8th, teachers are
required to post assignments for all of their classes by no later than 8:30 am. Students should
check-in to the teacher’s Google Classroom by 9:30 am for attendance purposes.

For Kindergarten-2nd grade students, teachers will send home an activity board for students to
complete academic tasks. It will also be available via the teacher’s Google Classroom. These
students need to check-in as well. Once they have completed the required tasks for the day, students
can send electronic proof of completion to their teachers or bring it with them when they return to
school.

We do not expect teachers or other staff members to be in constant communication with students
throughout an E-learning day. We expect teachers to monitor their email periodically throughout the
day so that they can respond to home questions or concerns. Students and teachers do NOT have to
be online at the same time. Teachers will be available electronically from 9 am-3 pm.

After School Events
The same process will be utilized when considering whether or not to cancel after school events.
After school events will not automatically be canceled when school is canceled, as we prefer to
retain some flexibility in decision-making.

We understand the impact that school cancellations have on families and never take the decision
lightly. Student safety is always our first priority, and we appreciate your cooperation and patience.
Hopefully this information explains the decision making process and will help you with planning.

Do not hesitate to reach out should you have any questions or concerns at (815) 942-0056.

Dr. Shannon Dudek, Superintendent of Schools


