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January 18, 2022 
 
Good afternoon PCPS Faculty, Staff, and Families, 
 

This past weekend Governor Youngkin issued several Executive Orders, one of which eliminated the state 
masking requirement in K-12 schools, and gave parents the option to decide whether their child wears 
a mask to school or not.  Read Governor Youngkin’s full Executive Order.  
 

While I apologize for the length of this email, I ask that you please take a moment to read all of it as it 
has relevant information for everyone. 
 

Governor’s Executive Order Timeline 

When PCPS students and staff return to school from the inclement weather this week, the masking 
practices that we have been following all school year will remain in place. Governor Youngkin’s Executive 
Order related to masking does not go into effect until Monday, January 24, 2022, and additional 
information will be shared with staff and families as it becomes available with respect to our practices 
around masking moving forward. 
 

Masking and School Buses and Division Vehicles 

The Governor’s Executive Order on masking does not change the requirement for students and staff to 
be masked when riding on any PCPS school bus or division vehicle as this is a federal requirement.  
 

Masking Requirements for Staff 
The Governor’s Executive Order on masking does not remove the masking requirement for division 
employees as masking is a current requirement under the Virginia Division of Labor and Industry (VDOLI) 
standards. 
 

Review of the Executive Order and Its Implications for Us as a Division 

PCPS staff are currently reviewing Executive Order #02 with the School Board and are seeking guidance 
from the school division’s legal counsel. While the Executive Order was clear in its intent, there are 
additional legal issues that the School Board is obligated to consider.  In addition to receiving guidance 
from the school board attorney, PCPS is awaiting additional information from the Virginia Department 
of Health, the Virginia Department of Education, and the Governor’s Office. 
 

One of the legal issues is the legislation that was passed by the General Assembly last year and is 
currently in effect until August of 2022. This legislation, termed Senate Bill 1303, states that schools must 
adhere “to the maximum extent practicable, to any currently applicable mitigation strategies for early 
childhood care and education programs and elementary and secondary schools to reduce the 
transmission of COVID-19 that have been provided by the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.” The current CDC mitigation strategies include universal masking in all K-12 schools.  

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/74---eo/74---eo/EO-2---School-Mask-Mandate-Executive-Order-Exception.pdf


 

PCPS School Board Closed Session Meeting 

The PCPS School Board will hold a closed session meeting at 5:30pm on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 
to review the masking order with legal counsel. Information about next steps will then be shared with 
the PCPS community.  
 

Feedback from Faculty, Staff, and Parents/Guardians 

Feedback from our stakeholders is very important to us as a division and to the School Board. We are 
asking for parents, guardians, and PCPS staff to provide us with feedback on masking using the forms 
shown below. This feedback will be shared with School Board members.  

Parent/Guardian Feedback Form - click HERE 

PCPS Faculty and Staff Feedback Form - click HERE 

 

Final Thoughts 

Any decisions that we make to our division-wide mitigation strategies are made thoughtfully and with 
the health and safety of all students and staff as the priority. PCPS also wants to do all it can to preserve 
in-person learning as we know this is the best way for students to learn. We thank you in advance for 
taking the time to provide us with your feedback. More information will be forthcoming on this topic. 
 

Wishing you all the best,  
Dr. Fox  
 
 

https://forms.gle/HcgCjDhJvLLUg1UJ9
https://forms.gle/693b3SmC53NBg1VK8

