
Basics of grassroots lobbying



 Invite legislators to board meeting

 Ask for help on school issues

 Discuss your concerns

 Raise red flag on bad bills

 Lend support for good legislation

 Exchange ways to stay in touch i.e. 
emails, cell phones etc.

 Follow up with second meeting



 Enrollment trends

 Populations you serve

 State versus local share

 Taxpayer demographics

 Percent Special Needs



You want to become the 
expert your legislators turn 
to on educational issues to 

inform their vote.



How legislation affects your 
district

Focus on students

 Impact on staff

Cost to local taxpayers

Who does it help/hurt



 Part-time legislators elected for 
two-year terms

 First session runs through mid-
June

 Second session through mid-April
 Committees review all bills 
including budget

 Education, Appropriations, Labor, 
State and Local Committees key



 200 bills affecting public 
education

 Competing for time with 1,700 
bills

 All get assigned to committee

 Education Committee gets most

 Labor Committee saw increase



 Sen. Joseph Rafferty, D-York, chair 

 Sen. Matthea Daughtry, D-Cumberland

 Sen. David Woodsome, R-York

 Rep. Michael Brennan, D-Portland, chair

 Rep. Ed Crockett, D-Portland

 Rep. Jan Dodge, D-Belfast

 Rep. Sheila Lyman, R-Livermore Falls

 Rep. David McCrea, D-Fort Fairfield

 Rep. Rebecca Millett, D-Cape Elizabeth



 Rep. Tim Roche, R-Wells

 Rep. Suzanne Salisbury, D-Westbrook

 Rep. Heidi Sampson, R-Alfred

 Rep. Paul Stearns, R-Guilford

Committee Clerk: Elias Murphy

Meet in Education and Cultural Affairs Room 
208, Cross Office Building



 Joseph.Rafferty@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Mattie.Daughtry@legislature.maine.gov

 David.Woodsome@legislature.maine.gov

 Michael.Brennan@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Edward.Crockett@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Janice.Dodge@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Sheila.Lyman@Legislature.Maine.gov

 David.McCrea@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Rebecca.Millett@legislature.maine.gov

 Timothy.Roche@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Suzanne.Salisbury@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Heidi.Sampson@Legislature.Maine.gov

 Paul.Stearns@legislature.maine.gov
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 MSMA alerts on important legislation

 www.msmaweb.com lists bills of note

 Legislative Bulletins during session

 Email/write/call Ed Committee members

 Explain local impact

 Get your local legislator to show up at public 
hearing

 MSBA/MSSA also represented by MSMA 
lobbyists

http://www.msmaweb.com/


Public testimony, 
phone calls and emails 
make a difference.



 Testimony in Opposition to L.D. 1383, An Act To Limit Homework in Public Schools

 Senator Rafferty, Representative Brennan and members of the Education and Cultural Affairs 
Committee. I am Mary Jones, the school board chairman in RSU 90 and was authorized by my board to 
come testify in opposition to L.D. 1383. We are opposed to this bill because we do not feel it is in the 
best interest of students and limits a teacher’s ability to assign meaningful work that will support what 
is being taught during the school day.

 Education law outlines the responsibilities of School Boards (Title 20-A, §1001) and chief among 
them are the adoption of policies that govern school administrative units, the courses of study they 
offer, and the educational materials they use in the teaching and learning process.

 Among those policies is one on homework and its role in learning. That policy, which is attached to 
this testimony, outlines principles around which homework should be assigned. 

 The rationale behind the policy is that School Boards recognize the positive correlation between 
meaningful and purposeful homework and student achievement. Homework offers an opportunity for 
students to deepen their understanding of material; practice new skills; promote critical thinking and 
creativity; and, develop positive study habits. 

 Our School Boards and educators understand its importance and what is appropriate for different 
grade levels. 

 If persons in a community are unhappy with the homework being assigned in their district or 
individual schools, they can talk directly to their locally elected School Board members about their 
concerns. We don’t need a law to make that happen. 



 Bills killed with unanimous ONTP

 Amended with Ought to Pass as amended

 Resolves create study committees

 Divided report means debate on the floor

 All contentious bills will be debated

 Most important bills often decided late



 Your legislator is key here

 Call or email your concern

 Give bill number

 List key reasons to oppose/support

 Always relate local district impact



 You can find a list of email addresses for your 
legislators in the House of Representatives at:
https://legislature.maine.gov/house/house/Me
mberProfiles/ListEmail

 For Senators, go to: 
https://legislature.maine.gov/senate/senators/
9536

 You also can call a toll-free number during 
session to leave a message with your 
legislators at the Statehouse. Messages are 
checked.

 Senators: 1-800-423-6900
 Representatives: 1-800-423-2900  

https://legislature.maine.gov/house/house/MemberProfiles/ListEmail
https://legislature.maine.gov/senate/senators/9536


 Bulletin sent asking for your help

 Need to call/email legislators immediately

 MSMA will outline general concerns

 Add the local impact to your argument

 Time is of the essence

 Keep arguments simple

 If you have questions email us

 Be courteous but undeterred 



 There is a bill before the Legislature that would cut state aid to schools by 5 
percent – a cut that would mean MSAD 300 would lose more than $1 million this 
year.
The district has cut spending for the last three years to avoid having to raise local 
taxes to support our schools. There is no amount of tightening that can achieve a 
$1 million savings in the current year, however. The next step would be to 
eliminate whole programs and staff.
On the table is everything from our award-winning school orchestra to the 
advanced French program. We would have to consider charging participation fees 
for all school sports. Class sizes in many areas would have to increase if we are 
forced to lay off teachers, which is all but certain if this cut goes through. 
As chairman of the MSAD 300 Board of Directors, I am working with Rep. John 
Brown and Sen. Susan Smith to find alternatives to this draconian state aid cut. 
We urge parents and all citizens of this community to let our legislators know they 
support finding a better way to balance the state budget than taking $1 million 
out of our schools.

Mary Jones
MSAD 300 Chair
Everytown, ME



 www.msmaweb.com and click on the “Legislation” button.

 Check on the status of a bill on the state website if you know its L.D. number: 
www.mainelegislature.org/LawMakerWeb/search.asp

 You also can call a toll-free number during session to leave a message with your 
legislators at the Statehouse. Messages are checked.

 Senators: 1-800-423-6900
 Representatives: 1-800-423-2900  

 Legislators addresses and phone numbers:

https://legislature.maine.gov/

 If you want to check a law that already has been included in Maine Statute, go to:
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/
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