
CIS Curriculum Maps 2014 
 
Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  1 
Unit:  Literature 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
Describe in depth the character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
 
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose and 
refer to the structural elements of poems and drama when speaking 
or writing about a text. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 

 Students can identify key details and examples from the text. 
 
 

 Students can identify character traits and explain character 
motivations using specific details from the text. 
 

 
 

 Students can identify and explain differences in a variety of genre 
including realistic fiction, poetry, and biography, 

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can use context clues to determine the meaning of 
synonyms and antonyms. 

 Students can identify and understand similes and metaphors as 
they are used in text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  1 
Unit:  Informational Text 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpret information presented visually  or quantitatively and explain 
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 
 
 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 
 
 

 Students can answer questions using details and examples from 
the text. 

 
 Students can determine main ideas of text and be able to 

summarize them. 
 

 
 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by 

examining the text for clues such as definitions, examples, and 
restatements in the text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 

 
 

 Students can read and understand information presented in 
charts, graphs, and diagrams. 
 

 
 

 Students can identify how the author uses evidence to make 
points in the text. 

 

 

 

 

 



CIS Curriculum Maps 2014 
 
Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  1 
Unit:  Reading Foundations and Writing Applications 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Know and apply word analysis skills to be able to comprehend text 
 
 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
 
 
 

 Students can determine meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 
 

 
 Students can identify key ideas and details from literary or 

informational texts which provide evidence to support conclusions 
about the text. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  2 
Unit:  Literature 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem, from details in the 
text; summarize the text. 
 
 
Describe in depth the character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose and 
refer to the structural elements of poems and drama when speaking 
or writing about a text. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 

 Students can answer questions using details and examples from 
the text. 

 
 Students can determine the central idea or theme in a text.                
 Students can summarize the text. 

 
 

 Students can explain the main parts of a plot sequence, including 
conflict and resolution. 

 
 

 Students can identify and explain differences in a variety of genre 
including historical fiction, expository nonfiction, and plays.   

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify and understand symbolism as it is used in 
text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CIS Curriculum Maps 2014 
 
Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  2 
Unit:  Informational Text 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
 
 
 
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpret information presented visually or quantitatively and explain 
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 
 
 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 
 
 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

 Students can cite details to explain ideas, concepts, or information 
that is part of a text. 

 Students can make inferences about informational text using the 
title, headings, photos, and their captions. 

 
 

 Students can summarize the main idea using details from the text. 
 

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by 
examining the text for clues such as definitions, examples, and 
restatements in the text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 

 
 

 Students can draw conclusions from maps, charts, graphs, and 
diagrams. 
 

 
 

 Students can identify the author’s reasons and evidence. 
 
 
 

 Students can write a response to address a topic using evidence 
from two different texts to support key ideas. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  2 
Unit:  Reading Foundations and Writing Applications 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Know and apply word analysis skills to be able to comprehend text 
 
 
 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
 
 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify the meanings of prefixes, suffixes, and root 
words to determine the meaning of words. 

 
 Students can cite evidence in literary or informational texts to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit:  Literature 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
 
Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem, from details in the 
text; summarize the text. 
 
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics 
(e.g. opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g. the 
quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 
cultures. 
 
Describe in depth the character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose and 
refer to the structural elements of poems and drama when speaking 
or writing about a text. 
 
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories 
are narrated, including the difference between first and third person 
narrations. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
Text. 
 
 

 Students can make inferences and support them with details from 
the text. 

 
 

 Students can apply details of a text to determine the theme. 
 
 

 Students can identify similarities in themes across two pieces of 
text. 

 
 
 

 Students can describe the setting based on evidence in the text 
and examine how it affects events in the plot. 

 
 

 Students can identify and explain differences in a variety of genre 
including fairy tales, tall tales, folk tales, myths and legends. 

 
 

 Students can recognize first and third person narrations. 
 Students can identify point of view, including first and third person 

narrations, in a variety of stories. 
 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify and understand similes, metaphors, and 
idioms as they are used in text  

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit:  Informational Text 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
 
 
 
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 
 
 
Interpret information presented visually or quantitatively and explain 
how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 
 
 
Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text. 
 
 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text. 
 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

 Students can cite details to explain ideas, concepts, or information 
that is part of a text. 

 Students can make inferences about informational text using the 
title, headings, photos, and their captions. 

 
 

 Students can summarize the main idea using details from the text. 
 

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by 
examining the text for clues such as definitions, examples, and 
restatements in the text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 

 
 Students can interpret and explain information from time lines. 

 
 
 
 

 Students can examine informational text for cause and effect 
structure. 
 

 
 Students can recognize differences between fact and opinoin. 

 
 

 Students can write a response to address a topic using evidence 
from two different texts to support key ideas. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit:  Reading Foundations and Writing Applications 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Know and apply word analysis skills to be able to comprehend text 
 
 
 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
 
 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify the meanings of prefixes, suffixes, and root 
words to determine the meaning of words. 

 
 Students can write responses to literature that interpret the 

selection and support judgments using references to the selection 
and background knowledge. 

 Students can determine appropriate facts that support main ideas 
or themes. 

 Students can reflect on key ideas and details as evidence for 
support and understanding of text. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  4 
Unit:  Literature 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
 
Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem, from details in the 
text; summarize the text. 
 
 
Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics 
(e.g. opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g. the 
quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 
cultures. 
 
Describe in depth the character, setting, or event in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 
 
Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories 
are narrated, including the difference between first and third person 
narrations. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 

 Students can make inferences and support them with details from 
the text. 

 
 

 Students can summarize key ideas and details for the theme of a 
text. 

 
 

 Students can identify similarities and differences in themes across 
two pieces of text. 

 
 
 

 Students can describe a character’s actions, plot, and setting 
based on evidence in the text. 

 
 

 Students can compare and contrast the points of view from which 
different stories are narrated, including first and third person 
narrations. 

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify and understand similes, metaphors, and 
idioms as they are used in text. 

 Students can create word analogies to aid in understanding the 
meaning of words in text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  4 
Unit:  Informational Text 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
 
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 
 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text. 
 
 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
 

 Students can explain what the text says using details and 
examples. 

 
 

 Students can summarize the main idea using details from the text. 
 

 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by 
examining the text for clues such as definitions, examples, and 
restatements in the text. 

 Students can use dictionaries, glossaries, and technology to 
determine the meanings of new words. 

 
 

 Students can examine text for chronology (time order), as well as 
problems and their identified solutions. 

 
 

 Students can write a response to address a topic using evidence 
from two different texts to support key ideas. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  4   

Nine Weeks:  4 
Unit:  Reading Foundations and Writing Applications 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Know and apply word analysis skills to be able to comprehend text 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research 
 
 
 

 Students can determine word meaning of unknown words by using 
context clues as well as word, sentence, and paragraph clues. 

 Students can identify the meanings of prefixes, suffixes, and root 
words to determine the meaning of words. 

 
 Students can write responses to literature that interpret the 

selection and support judgments using references to the selection 
and background knowledge. 

 Students can determine appropriate facts that support main ideas 
or themes. 

 Students can reflect on key ideas and details as evidence for 
support and understanding of text. 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  5th   

Nine Weeks: 1st  
Unit:  Extended Text- Literature   50% Literature and 50% Informational Short Texts 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

“Characters Who Face Challenges” 
 

Skills: (Introduced, but reoccurring throughout the year) 
 

Plot: Conflict/Resolution 
Character Traits and Motivation 

*Inference 
*Theme 

*Summarizing  
 
 

Strategies: 
 

Vocabulary: Context Clues 
Close Reading Activities 

Text dependent questions 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing: 
 

 
Students can: 
 
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
(RL&I) 
 
Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem from details 
in the text, including how characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the text.  (RL) 
 
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits 
together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem. (RL) 
 
Use specific evidence from the text or personal knowledge to 
support inferences made (RI) 
 
Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical based on specific information in the 
text. (RI) 
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Quoting Evidence from the text 
Complete sentences 

Explaining examples from the text 
 
 

Genres: 
 

Paired Passages (NF/F) 
Literature (short and extended) 

Non-fiction (short) 
Poetry 

 
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 
topic or subject area.  (RI) 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. (W) 
 
 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W) 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L) 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  5th   

Nine Weeks: 2nd  
Unit:  Extended Text- Informational   50% Literature and 50% Informational Short Texts 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

“Working Together for a Common Goal” 
 

Skills: 
 

Text Structures: Chronology 
Compare/Contrast 

Cause/Effect 
*Figurative Language 

 
Strategies: 

 
Vocabulary Strategies: Synonyms and Antonyms  

Using Sources 
Close Reading 

 
Writing: 

 
Comparing Texts 
Analyzing Text 

Drawing Evidence from text for reflection 
Performance Contructed Response 

PARCCC assessment  

 
Students can: 
 
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
(RL&I) 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. (RL) 
 
Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text. (e.g., how characters interact) (RL) 
 
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits 
together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem. (RL) 
 
Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point(s). (RI) 
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Genres: 
 

Paired Passages (NF/F) 
Literature (short) 

Non-fiction (extended and short) 
Poetry 

Reader’s Theater 

Compare and contrast the overall structure of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more texts. (RI) 
 
Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. (RI) 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. (W) 
  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L) 
 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L) 
 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W) 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  5th   

Nine Weeks: 3rd  
Unit:  Extended Text- Literature   50% Literature and 50% Informational Short Texts 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

“Dare to be Great”  
 

Skills: 
 

Summarizing/Paraphrasing  
*Point of View 

Author’s Perspective 
Factual Support-Fact/Opinion 

Text Structures:  Main Idea/Supporting Detail 
 
 

Strategies: 
 

Multiple-meaning words 
Changing vocabulary words tense 

Close Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students can: 
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
(RL&I) 
 
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences 
how events are described. (RL) 
 
Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. (RL) 
 
Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent.  (RI) 
 
Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 
they are supported by key details; summarize the text. (RI) 
 
Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented 
in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  (SL) 
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Writing: 
 

Response and reflection 
Journaling 

Citing Evidence 
Forming Questions 

Performance Contructed Response 
PARCCC assessment  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genres: 
 

Paired Passages (NF/F) 
Literature (extended and short) 

Non-fiction (short) 
Poetry 

Infographics 

 
Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each 
claim is supported by reasons and evidence.  (SL) 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. (W) 
 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W) 
 
Conduct short research projects that use several sources to 
build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a 
topic. (W) 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L) 
 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L) 
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Class Title:  Reading 
Grade Level:  5th   

Nine Weeks: 4th   
Unit:  Extended Text- Informational   50% Literature and 50% Informational Short Texts 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

“Making a Difference” 
 

Skills: 
 

Review of Text Structures 
Non-Fiction Text Features  

Tone/Mood 
Reference Sources 

 
 

Strategies: 
 

Literature Circles  
Close Reading 

 
 

Writing: 
 

Performance Contructed Response 
PARCCC assessment  
Reading Responses 

 

 
Students can: 
 
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (RL&I) 
 
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (RL) 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L) 
 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L) 
 
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, 
demonstrating the ability to locate and answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.  (RI) 
 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational 
texts, including history/social studies, science and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band 
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Genres: 
 

Paired Passages (NF/F) 
Literature (short) 

Non-fiction (extended and short) 
Reader’s Theater 

Graphic Novel 

independently and proficiently.  (RI) 
 
 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.  
(RL)   
 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.  (SL) 
 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. (W) 
 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W) 
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Class Title: Spelling 
Grade Level: 5th    

Nine Weeks: 1st-4th  
Unit: Spelling Word Study: RF.5.3 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 

words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phonics/Spelling 
 
 
 
 

Thinking Within the Text  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to use phonics to help them read fifth grade words.  
 
Students will be able to use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabification patterns, and morphology (roots & affixes) to 
read accurately words in and out of context. 
 
 
Students will be able to recognize and use syllables (V-V pattern, open/closed 
syllables, and syllables with double consonants) 
 
 
 
Students will be able to apply wide ranges of solving strategies in syllables, word 
parts, and prefixes/affixes 
 
Students will be able to use dictionaries and glossaries for solve unknown words. 
 
Students will be able to recognize and use Greek and Latin word roots to take 
apart words (commune, community, communicate, communism). 
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Class Title: Spelling 
Grade Level: 5th    

Nine Weeks: 1st-4th  
Unit: Fluency: RF.5.4 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehension  
Activities: Reader’s Theaters and Fluency Cards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thinking Within the Text  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to read on-level text with purpose and understanding 
 
Students will be able to read on-level poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on successive readings 
 
Students will be able to use context to confirm word recognition and 
understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will need to reread to solve words or think about ideas and resume good 
rate of reading 
 
Students will be able to read dialogue with correct phrasing and expression that 
reflects understanding of character and events 
 
Students will demonstrate appropriate stress on words with correct pausing, 
phrasing, and intonation. 
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Class Title: Literature 
Grade Level: 6   

Nine Weeks:1 
Unit: Forms of Fiction; Fables, Realistic Fiction 50% and Short Informational Texts 50% 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Please note: 
All reading concepts and skills are recurring and are taught 
repeatedly throughout the year with increasing difficulty of the 
text as the year progress. 
 
Key Ideas  
Details 
-major 
-minor 
Identify genres 
Set purpose for reading 
Central idea  
Make and adjust predictions 
Plot 
Make inferences 
Identify and use multiple meaning words correctly 
Identify synonyms  and antonyms  
 
Strategies 
Close reading activities  
Context clues 
Text dependent questions 
Individual and group reading 
Discussions –whole class and small group 
 
 
 

Students can: 
 
Cite textual evidence when explaining what the text says (RL) 
 
Draw inferences from text (RL) 
 
Determine the central idea of a text(RL&I) 
 
 
Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text. (RL&I) 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.  
(RL &I) 
 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the 6-8 grade level proficiently with scaffolding as needed by the 
end of the year (RI) 
 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature proficiently, 
including stories, dramas, and poems. (RL) 
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Class Title: Literature  
Grade Level: 6   

Nine Weeks:2 
Unit: Forms of Fiction, Science Fiction & Fantasy 50% and Informational Texts 50% 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Craft and Structure 
Cause and Effect 
Author’s Intention 
Fact/opinion 
Plot 
Climax 
Central idea 
Summarize  
Analysis 
 
 
 
Strategies 
Close reading activities  
Context clues 
Text dependent questions 
Individual and group reading 
Discussions –whole class and small group 
 

Students can: 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone(RL& I) 
 
 
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, 
illustrated, and elaborated in a text(RL &I) 
 
 
Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that 
of another. (RI) 
 
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits 
into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot. (RL) 
 
Objectively summarize a text (RL) 
 
Cite textual evidence when explaining what the text says (RL) 
 
Draw inferences from text (RL) 
 
Determine the central idea of a text(RL&I) 
 
 



CIS Curriculum Maps 2014 
 
 

Nine Weeks: 3 
Unit: Forms of Fiction, Graphic novels, Plays, 50% and Literary Terms, Paired non-fiction Passages 50% 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Key Ideas 
Details 
-major 
-minor 
Central Idea 
Themes 
Recurring Themes  
Conflict 
-internal 
-external  
Characterization 
-direct 
-indirect 
Foreshadow 
Flashback 
Setting 
Irony 
Imagery 
Point of view 
Resolution  
 

Students can: 
 
Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series 
of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the 
plot moves toward a resolution(RL) 
 
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of 
their approaches to similar themes and topics. (RL &I) 
 
 
Integrate information presented in different media or formats, as 
well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or 
issue. (RI) 
 
Cite textual evidence when explaining what the text says (RL) 
 
Draw inferences from text (RL) 
 
Determine the central idea of a text(RL&I) 
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Class Title: Literature 
Grade Level:  6  

 
Nine Weeks: 4 
Unit: Forms of Fiction; Historical fiction 50% and Extended Informational Texts 50% 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Central Idea 
Secondary ideas 
Author’s Purpose 
Theme 
Synthesis 
Credibility of text 
 

Use details to understand the theme of a text (RL) 
 
Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or 
poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the 
text. (RL&I) 
 
Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not. (RI) 
 
Present reasonable solutions and address possible solutions.(RI) 
 
Cite textual evidence when explaining what the text says (RL) 
 
Draw inferences from text (RL) 
 
Determine the central idea of a text(RL&I) 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7  

Nine Weeks:  1 
Unit:  Forms of Prose:  Introduction to Literature 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Forms of prose 
 
*Literal comprehension  
 
*Inferences 
 
*Fiction/Non-fiction 
 
*Connotations 
 
*Author’s purpose 
 
*Chronological order 

*Identify explicit information from a text 
 
*Indentify and analyze inferences from a text 
 
*Understand motifs 
 
*Compare and contrast texts 
 
*Differentiate forms of prose 
 
*Activate prior knowledge 
 
*Set a purpose for reading 
 
*Write with a purpose 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level: 7   

Nine Weeks:  2 
Unit:  Plot & Setting 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Elements of plot & setting 
 
*Imagery 
 
*Summarization 
 
*Predictions 
 
*Conflicts 
 
*Suspense 
 
*Foreshadowing 
 
*Fiction/Non-fiction 
 
*Mood/tone 

*Identify the plot & setting in a text 
 
*Analyze importance of plot & setting in a text 
 
*Understand internal/external conflicts 
 
*Understand and analyze suspense & foreshadowing 
 
*Write and accurate summary 
 
*Make & evaluate predictions 
 
*Analyze science fiction 
 
*Describe mental images that a text evokes 
 
*Identify mood/tone of a text 
 
*Identify main ideas & supporting details 
 
*Write with a purpose 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7  

Nine Weeks:  2 & 4 
Unit:  Elements of Drama 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Drama 
 
*Character 
 
*Plot 
 
*Author’s purpose 
 
*Visualization 
 
*Speaking/Listening 

*Understand & analyze elements of drama 
 
*Understand plot structure, dialogue, & stage directions 
 
*Use and respond to dramatic directions 
 
*Identify plot complications, suspense, & foreshadowing 
 
*Adjust reading rate based on purpose 
 
*Understand characterization 
 
*Distinguish drama from prose 
 
*Visualize text descriptions & explain the mental images they evokd 
 
*Compare/contrast written drama to its filmed/staged version 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7   

Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit:  Character, Theme, & Point of View 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Characterization 
      Direct/Indirect 
 
*Conflicts 
      Internal/External 
 
*Cause & Effect 
 
*Theme 
 
*Point of view 
 
*Author’s purpose 

*Understand how characters affect plot 
*Compare/contrast characters 
*Analyze character’s motivation 
*Understand how characters relate to real life 
*Compare characters & historical figures 
 
*Indentify point of view 
*Examine how point of view affects a text 
 
*Identify & analyze the theme of a text 
*Identify main idea/supporting details 
*Evaluate author’s evidence 
*Compare themes across genres 
*Understand universal & recurring themes 
*Distinguish between topic & theme 
 
*Identify & use Latin roots & affixes to understand vocabulary 
 
*Write a summary 
 
*Write to persuade 
 
*Pose & respond to debate questions 
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Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit: Elements of Non-fiction 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Non-fictional text 
 
*Subjective/Objective points of view 
 
*Main idea 
 
*Supporting details/evidence 
 
*Fact/Opinion 
 
*Author’s purpose 

*Identify & analyze autobiography, biography, essay, article 
 
*Understand perspective 
 
*Identify & explain subjective & objective points of view 
 
*Identify main idea 
 
*Explain supporting details/evidence 
 
*Organize information 
 
*Analyze facts & opinions 
 
*Determine author’s purpose 
 
*Present persuasive arguments & share opinions 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7   

Nine Weeks:  3 
Unit:  Elements of Poetry 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Forms of Poetry 
 
*Figure of Speech 
 
*Figurative Language 

*Understand and analyze forms & elements of poetry 
 
*Understand & analyze sounds of poetry 
 
*Comprehend a poem’s theme 
 
*Identify mood/tone 
 
*Demonstrate knowledge of literal meanings of words & their usage 
 
*Identify inferences 
 
*Identify & interpret figurative language 
 
*Compare visual art to poetry 
 
*Write an original poem 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7   

Nine Weeks:  4 
Unit:  Reading for Life 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Public Documents 
 
*Workplace Documents 
 
*Consumer Documents 
 
*Informational Materials 
 
*Advertisements 
 
 
 

*Understand & analyze public, workplace, & consumer documents 
 
*Analyze structure & purpose of informational materials 
 
*Examine visual advertisements 
 
*Identify methods of persuasion 
 
*Skim & scan 
 
*Interpret & use graphic sources of information 
 
*Use reading strategies to clarify meanings 
 
*Identify cause-and-effect text structure 
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Class Title:  Literature 
Grade Level:  7   

Nine Weeks:  4 
Unit:  Greek Myths & World Folk Tales 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
*Elements of myths & folk tales 
 
*Greek/Roman myths 

*Understand characteristics of myths & folk tales 
 
*Make predictions from a text 
 
*Summarize a text 
 
*Draw conclusions & make generalizations 
 
*Identify & use Greek/Latin roots to understand vocabulary 
 
*Identify character traits 
 
*Identify & analyze the moral of a myth 
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Class Title: Literature 
Grade Level: 8th   

Nine Weeks: 1 
Unit: Short Stories 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

Summarizing nonfiction and fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel episodes) 
Conflict (internal and external) 
Characterization (static and dynamic, direct and indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Comprehension questions 
Analytical discussion questions 
Constructed response 
 
 
 

 
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit meaning  
 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, relationship to characters, 
setting, plot; summarize  
 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, reveal character, 
provoke decision  
 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, connotative; analyze 
word choice; allusion  
 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze how differing 
structure contributes to meaning and style  
 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates suspense or 
humor   
 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including 
describing how the material is rendered new 
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 complexity band independently 
and proficiently 
 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings 
 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition  
 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of cultures and periods 
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(stories, dramas, poetry, literary nonfiction, historical, scientific, and technical texts) 
 
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research 
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Nine Weeks: 2 
Unit: Non-Fiction and Novel 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

Summarizing nonfiction and fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel episodes) 
Conflict (internal and external) 
Characterization (static and dynamic, direct and indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Comprehension questions 
Discussion skills and etiquette 
Analytical discussion questions 
Constructed response 
Evaluation of a play  
Evaluation of a novel 
Comparing written stories and live theatre 
Synthesizing ideas from multiple texts to form a conclusion 
 
 

 
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit meaning  
 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, relationship to characters, 
setting, plot; summarize  
 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, reveal character, 
provoke decision  
 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, connotative; analyze 
word choice; allusion  
 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze how differing 
structure contributes to meaning and style  
 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates suspense or 
humor   
 
RL.8.7 Analyze the extent to which a live production of a story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs from the text, evaluating choices made by the director or 
actors 
 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including 
describing how the material is rendered new 
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 complexity band independently 
and proficiently 
 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings 
 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition  
 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of cultures and periods 
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(stories, dramas, poetry, literary nonfiction, historical, scientific, and technical texts)  
 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence to support analysis of text meaning explicit and 
implicit 
 
RI.8.2  Determine central idea of text and analyze its development; summarize 
 
RI.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases; analyze impact of word choice on 
meaning and tone 
 
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose; analyze how author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
 
RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
and identify where texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 
 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research 
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Nine Weeks: 3 
Unit: Non-Fiction, Poetry, Oral Tradition 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

Summarizing nonfiction and fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel episodes) 
Conflict (internal and external) 
Characterization (static and dynamic, direct and indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Poetry: 
Assonance, Dissonance, Alliteration, Symbolism, simile, imagery, 
metaphor, allusion, onomatopoeia, tone, couplet, quatrain, meter, 
rhyme 
Types of Poetry: 
Elegy, sonnet, ode, ballad, lyric, free verse, narrative, epic 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Comprehension questions 
Discussion skills and etiquette 
Analytical discussion questions 
Constructed response 
Poetry analysis  
Oral tradition analysis 
Comparing written stories across genre and theme 
Synthesizing ideas from multiple texts to form a conclusion 

 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings 
 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition  
 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of cultures and periods 
(stories, dramas, poetry, literary nonfiction, historical, scientific, and technical texts) 
 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence to support analysis of text meaning explicit and 
implicit 
 
RI.8.2  Determine central idea of text and analyze its development; summarize 
 
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections between individuals, ideas, events 
 
RI.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases; analyze impact of word choice on 
meaning and tone 
 
RI.8.5 Analyze the structure of a paragraph, including role of sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept 
 
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose; analyze how author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
 
RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums 
(print, digital, video, multimedia) to present topic or idea 
 
RI8.8 Evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and evidence relevant and sufficient; recognize irrelevant 
evidence 
 
RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
and identify where texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 
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RI.8.10 Read and comprehend complex nonfiction 
 
R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit meaning  
 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, relationship to characters, 
setting, plot; summarize  
 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, reveal character, 
provoke decision  
 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, connotative; analyze 
word choice; allusion  
 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze how differing 
structure contributes to meaning and style  
 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates suspense or 
humor   
 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including 
describing how the material is rendered new 
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 complexity band independently 
and proficiently 
 
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 
 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research 
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Nine Weeks: 4 
Unit: Novel, Non-Fiction, Interdisciplinary Unit 
 

Concepts/Content Desired Outcomes 
 

Summarizing nonfiction and fiction texts 
Analyzing details in a text 
Plot Structure (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution) 
Plot (subplot, parallel episodes) 
Conflict (internal and external) 
Characterization (static and dynamic, direct and indirect) 
Motivation 
Setting 
Mood 
Theme 
Irony 
Foreshadowing 
Author Style 
Genre 
Vocabulary acquisition 
Context clues 
Connotation, denotation 
Comprehension questions 
Discussion skills and etiquette 
Analytical discussion questions 
Constructed response 
Evaluation of a novel 
Comparing written stories across genre and theme 
Synthesizing ideas from multiple texts to form a conclusion 
 

 
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases (use context, use affixes and roots, consult references) 
 
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings 
 
L.8.6 Vocabulary acquisition  
 
L.8.10 Read a range of text types, from a broad range of cultures and periods 
(stories, dramas, poetry, literary nonfiction, historical, scientific, and technical texts) 
 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence to support analysis of text meaning explicit and 
implicit 
 
RI.8.2  Determine central idea of text and analyze its development; summarize 
 
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections between individuals, ideas, events 
 
RI.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases; analyze impact of word choice on 
meaning and tone 
 
RI.8.5 Analyze the structure of a paragraph, including role of sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept 
 
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose; analyze how author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
 
RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums 
(print, digital, video, multimedia) to present topic or idea 
 
RI8.8 Evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and evidence relevant and sufficient; recognize irrelevant 
evidence 
 
RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
and identify where texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 
 
RI.8.10 Read and comprehend complex nonfiction 
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R.L.8.1 Cite text evidence, analysis of explicit and implicit meaning  
 
RL.8.2 Determine theme and analyze its development, relationship to characters, 
setting, plot; summarize  
 
RL.8.3 Analyze how lines of dialogue or events propel action, reveal character, 
provoke decision  
 
RL.8.4 Determine meaning of words and phrases - figurative, connotative; analyze 
word choice; allusion  
 
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast structure of 2 texts and analyze how differing 
structure contributes to meaning and style  
 
RL.8.6 Analyze dramatic irony - different points of view - creates suspense or 
humor   
 
RL.8.9 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works, including 
describing how the material is rendered new 
 
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 complexity band independently 
and proficiently 
 
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
 
W.8.2 Write explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 
 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
 
W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research 
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