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High/Middle School Update
Dear Students, Parents, 
and Community Members:

Happy 2022! I hope you enjoyed your winter 
break with family and friends.  

For most students there are many activities 
during the day that need to be balanced with their 
academic classes. Activities may include co-cur-
ricular interests (sports, plays, band, etc), jobs, 
social time, and other responsibilities at home. 
It is important to prioritize these activities and 
make time for academic success. There are many 
different strategies/suggestions on what good 
study habits should look like, but here is a list of 
five crucial habits that will help.

1. Make a schedule to study at the same 
time/place every day. If the time is consis-
tent, it will become a natural part of your day. 
If you need to schedule two shorter times in 
the day that is fine.

2. Make a goal for your study session. 
Studying without a direction is not effective 
use of your time. Tell yourself  “I will write a 
draft of my English paper” or “I will complete 
10 problems on my Algebra assignment”.

3. Understand the expectations for the as-
signment before you start. Communicate 
with your teachers and know what you need to 
do, what needs to be included, where you can 
get help, and how it will be assessed.

4. Take breaks.  Don’t study for hours with-
out giving your brain a break. Schedule times 
when you will take a break. Get up, walk 
around for a while and eat a healthy snack.

5. Limit Distractions. Do not try to multitask 
when you are studying. Put your social media 
on hold. Turn the TV off. Find a comfortable, 
quiet place, and let others know that you are 
studying so they don’t distract you. Use the 
opportunity you have in middle/high school 
to learn. Knowledge is a very powerful tool.

Prepare for Winter
Winter is here and there
 are many things that come
 along with it. The most 
obvious is the cold weather. 
Please take care to 
ensure that your children 
are dressed appropriately 
for their wait for the bus and 
their trip to school. If you 
have a student driver, remember to have them 
pack a cold weather kit in their vehicle in the 
event that something would happen on their trip 
to or from school. Big winter boots and gloves 
may not be fashionable, but they certainly come 
in handy when you are stranded in a snowbank.

Winter also brings the cold and flu season. Please 
remind your students to wash their hands on a 
regular basis, get a proper amount of sleep, and 
encourage healthy eating habits. If your student 
is ill and is not going to attend school please call 
the Middle/High School office (715)-445-2411 pri-
or to 8 a.m. and let us know that they will not be 
in. It is very helpful for us to know prior to school 
starting. If the phone is not answered please leave 
a message saying who the student is and why they 
will not be in school.

Testing
Late winter and early spring is standardized 
testing season for students in Wisconsin. Our 
students will be taking various tests in grades 7-11 
January thru April. iReady is a diagnostic test for 
students in grades 7 and 8. The Forward Exam 
is a state assessment that will be administered 
in English, Language Arts, and Mathematics 
in grades 3 through 8, and English, Language 
Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies in 
grades 4 and 8. All ninth and 10th graders will be 
taking the ACT Aspire in April. The ACT Aspire 
tests the students in English, Math, Reading, Sci-
ence and Writing, and all 11th graders will have 
taken the ACT on March 8.  
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Elementary School Update
The start of the new year is a new beginning and 
an opportunity at I-S Elementary to renew our 
commitment to educating together every student, 
every one, every day! January was a busy month 
as we got back into the routines of school and had 
our first all-school assembly of 2022 that cele-
brated students, focused on all the positives and 
shared the importance of being responsible, safe, 
respectful and kind each and every day. 

Please make sure your child is prepared for the 
cold and snow! All students go out for recess if it 
is 0 degrees or warmer. As the weather gets cold-
er, please remember to send cold weather cloth-
ing to school with your child every day. A warm 
jacket, mittens or gloves and a hat are necessary 
this time of year. For snowy or very cold days, you 
will want to make sure your child comes to school 
with his/her snow pants and boots. Students may 
bring roll-up sleds to school. 

As the hustle and bustle of the holiday season 
comes to a close, I find myself reflecting on how 
lucky I am to be part of an amazing school com-
munity. I’m thankful for all our hard working 
staff and supportive parents. 

I appreciate everyone working 
together to help all students 
be successful. I’m thankful for 
our hardworking students. I 
appreciate them coming to
school every day prepared and 
eager to learn. Our entire staff 
is truly amazing and goes 
above and beyond each and 
every day to help every child 
be successful. Lastly, I am thankful for our out-
standing community and their efforts to support 
our school in and outside the classroom. I-S Ele-
mentary is a special school and a special place for 
students, staff and families. We’re so fortunate to 
be a part of such an amazing community! 

As we move forward, please take care of your-
selves and your families. Your well being is very 
important to us, and we appreciate you being a 
part of our Thunderbird Community. 

Warm Regards,

Mrs. Stacey Wester
Elementary School Principal

These exams will test the skills of the students 
to find what they are doing well and where they 
need improvements. 

It is important that students take these tests seri-
ously and put forth their best efforts to give local 
districts the most reliable data to make academic 
program enhancements. The scores that our stu-
dents receive on these tests have a direct impact 
on the district’s comparative assessments on a 
local and national level. We are anxious to see the 
impact of the hard work. This year it is especially 
important for students to perform their best so 
that we may assess the impact of COVID-19 and 
get a true picture of what skills they may need 
extra focus in the 2022-2023 school year.

Testing Dates
• Seventh and Eighth iReady January 24-27
• 11th grade ACT March 8
• 10th grade Forward Exam March 22
• Seventh and Eighth grade Forward Exam 

April 11-14
• Ninth and 10th grade ACT Aspire April 25 and 

26 

If you have questions or concerns please let me 
know.

Mr. Chris Nelson
Middle/High School Principal

High/Middle School Update Continued



Fitness Center Update
Summer 2022 Swimming 
Lessons Information 
Mark your calendar!
Dates: June 6-16
Days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Alternate dates: July 18-28
Current Cost: $30 for members and $35 for 
non-members
Contact: welcht@iola.k12.wi.us to be added to the 
swim lesson email 
For I-S District Students: Swimming lessons are 
also offered during the summer school session at 
the Iola-Scandinavia Elementary School for free!

Upper Level Swimming 
Course
Become a more confident, stronger swimmer!  
Iola-Scandinavia Fitness and Aquatics Center is 
offering a three-week swimming course with our 
Master Swim Instructor, Sandra Nymoen. Stu-
dents will meet twice per week in May 2022 for 
a total of six lessons per session. This will be a 
summer session, dates to be determined.
 
Payment: $60 is due upon registration to hold 
your spot. 
Includes: Five strokes (freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke, butterfly, and side stroke), timing 

of arms, legs and breathing. Drills, dives, jumps, 
treading water, also included. Lake swimming 
situational awareness discussed.

Youth Students Requirements:  Must be able to 
swim minimum 25 yards freestyle, backstroke, el-
ementary, and some knowledge of breaststroke 15 
yards. Class size limited to six students, grouped 
by age.

Adult Students Requirements: Must be able to 
swim freestyle or backstroke 25 yards. Class size 
limited to six students. Please note, adults who 
wish not to learn butterfly, breaststroke, or head 
dive will not be pressured to learn.
 

ISRA 
The ISRA will host soccer, softball and baseball 
again this Spring and Summer. Dates to be de-
termined. Watch for dates and registration infor-
mation at the ISRA Facebook page. Information 
packets are also is sent home with I-S students

Reminder
The Iola-Scandinavia Community Fitness and 
Aquatic Center is open to the public. Member-
ships and day passes are always available. Call 
715-445-2411 ext. 1504 for the front desk of the 
I-SCFAC. 
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Iola-Scandinavia 
Elementary School students 
work on their reading skills. 
For more tips on reading, 
see principal Stacey West-
er’s story on page 20. 
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Mental Health Assistance
The pandemic has been extremely tough on our 
families, students, and staff.  Our school district 
has been working hard to provide an environment 
where everyone feels safe and supported during 
these difficult times.  We are looking at bringing 
on three different individuals to help.  These posi-
tions will provide mental health assistance. Each 
individual will be with us just one day per week.  
We are working with three other school districts 
in Waupaca County to make these positions possi-
ble.  The positions will be funded through a men-
tal health grant and the Elementary and Second-
ary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER). 

The first position is a Mental Health Navigator 
that will be provided through Waupaca County 
CAP Services.  This position will help students, 
families, and staff find the necessary resources to 
help with their mental health issues. This person 
will be available one day per week at both of our 
schools. 

The second position is a Family Engagement 
Specialist that will be provided through Waupaca 
County.  This position uses a strength based, fam-
ily centered, and Trauma Informed Care model of 
engagement with an emphasis on assisting fam-
ilies and students to overcome identified needs 
through direct engagement and/or the linking of 
community based services. This person will be 
available one day per week at both of our schools. 

The third position is a Mental Health Therapist 
that will be provided through Compass Coun-
seling Wausau, LLC.  This position will provide 
therapy one day per week at both of our schools. 
They will also be able to set up other therapy on a 
needed basis.  See page 11 for more information.

We are looking forward to bringing these indi-
viduals to our school district and to help in this 
time of need.  If your student is referred to these 
individuals, the school district will contact fami-

lies for consent.  If you have 
questions about these ser-
vices contact me.  

ESSER III Plan and 
Funding
The Iola-Scandinavia School District will be 
receiving funding for the Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER).  
We have received funding for the first and second 
round and most of that funding has been spent.  
The third round does require us to provide the 
community with a plan for remaining in school 
during the pandemic and how we will be using 
this funding.  The plan is our reopening plan that 
we have shared with the community before the 
start of this school year.  We are providing a link 
on our website for this plan.  The funding plan 
will be part of this plan.  We are asking for feed-
back on our plan through a short survey located 
at the end of the plan. Please take the time to 
review the plan and take the survey. 

If you have any questions please contact me, 
przekuratr@iola.k12.wi.us or 715-445-2411 ext. 
1401.

Mr.  Ray Przekurat
District Administrator

District Update 

Kindergartners in Mrs. Johnson’s class work  on re-
telling “The Carrot Seed” with their reading partner.



Brooke Manley

I’m Brooke 
Manley. I am 
the new Middle/
High School 
science teacher. 
After graduating 
from Iola-Scan-
dinavia in 2007 
I attended Viter-
bo University in 
La Crosse. While at Viterbo I had the opportunity 
to play basketball at the collegiate level.

After graduation I was hired as a paraprofessional 
at Aquinas High School in La Crosse. Two years 
later I was hired as a high school science teach-
er at Aquinas where I taught Physical Science, 
Anatomy and Physiology, and AP Environmental 
Science. I also had the privilege to coach middle 
school cross country, high school basketball and 
high school softball. 

Annie Krueger

My name is Annie Krueger and I am the new En-
glish and Spanish teacher for I-S Middle
School. Before 
teaching here, I 
taught for four 
years in Marsh-
field. Before that, 
I taught for four
years in Utah.

I graduated from 
Brigham Young 
University in 
Provo, Utah. I 
grew up near
Chicago, but I 
much prefer living in Wisconsin. My favorite 
thing to do here is to go
snowmobiling. I also enjoy camping in the 
woods.

It is great to live in a state with so much to offer! 
I am excited to be part of the team in Iola.
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New Teachers

Jami Bestul
Special Education 

This issue of the T-Bird Times was designed by students in 
the high school’s Computer Applications 1 class. Students in-
cluded Alexa Christoph, Dale Engelbrecht, Lillian Hall, Gavin 
Hoyord, Jayden Johnson, Ethan Lasecki, Mary Lers, John 
McConnell, Julia Munoz, Burkley Myers, Owen Peterson, 
Brandon Phillips, Nate Sullivan, Carson Torborg, Quin Volpel, 
Marissa Wanserski, Caleb Wickman, and Scarlet Wiskirchen. 
The class is taught by Scott Tappa.
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              New Teachers

Scott Tappa

My name is Scott Tappa, and not only am I new 
to Iola-Scandinavia High School and Middle 
School, I am new to teaching. Prior to landing 
in Room 17 as the new business teacher, I have 
been a newspaper editor in Ohio and Oshkosh; 
an editor and business manager at Krause Publi-
cations/F+W Media in Iola; and communications 
specialist at UW-Stevens Point.

For the last 10 years I have been active coaching 
youth football, basketball, and baseball in the 
community, and plan on continuing. More often 
than not I have been coaching my sons Will, a 
senior, and Charlie, an eighth grader. And more 
often than not my wife Jana is on the sidelines 
with her big camera! If you’re on Amazon you 
can find the books I’ve written, five on coaching 
and three fiction children’s books.

Max Wasikowski 

My name is Max Wasikowski and I am the new 
math teacher at I-S High School. While I am new 
to the district, I am in my 11th year teaching. I 
previously worked as a physics and math teacher 
at Cudahy High School near Milwaukee. I grad-
uated from UW-Whitewater with a bachelor’s 
degree in Physics and Math Education.

For the football team, I coached the defensive line 
and helped run the defense. Previously I was the 
head football coach at Cudahy High School for 
eight seasons. I also played at UW-Whitewater as 
a fullback and was a member of the 2007, 2009, 
and 2010 National Championship teams.

My wife and I recently moved to the area as we 
wanted to get away from the big city. We are 
excited to be where we are and love the area. We 
are also expecting our first child in March, 2022!  
Big things at the Wasikowski household. I look 
forward to this school year and the oppor
tunity to work with the amazing staff and stu-
dents at Iola-Scandinavia School District!



Thirty Years of ERVING
The 2021-2022 school year marks 30 years of 
videoconferencing for the Embarrass River Valley 
Instructional Network Group, known as ERVING.  
Although 2020 seemingly catapulted schools and 
private industry into videoconferencing, it was 
nothing new to the member schools of ERVING.     

In 1991 as fiber optic technology was emerging in 
Northeast Wisconsin, the school districts of Bon-
duel, Bowler, Clintonville, Marion, Menominee 
Indian, Tigerton, and Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
began a collaborative network to explore how 
fiber optic technology could benefit education.  
After months of planning and collaboration, the 
first shared high school classes were launched 
in January 1992.  ERVING became the first fiber 
optic distance learning network in the state of 
Wisconsin. Since that time, the school districts of 
Rosholt, Gresham, Iola-Scandinavia, and Weyau-
wega-Fremont have joined the consortium.   

In the early stages of ERVING, technology was 
much different from what we use today. Satellite 
and telephony were the delivery modes early on. 
A satellite dish installed behind the Marion High 
School was used to deliver video to each of the 
member schools, who then dialed into a confer-
ence call for audio. Technology was continually 
being upgraded as time and need dictated. Once 
again in 2010, ERVING was the trailblazer, be-

coming the first network in the state of Wisconsin 
to broadcast high definition audio and video.  

Over the course of 30 years, the mission of ERV-
ING has remained steady: To use telecommunica-
tions and technology to expand and enrich educa-
tional opportunities.

“This driving force has grown to nearly 300 
students per semester who benefit from ERVING 
courses,” said ERVING Director Jamie Lane. 
“Without such, the member schools would not be 
able to offer the plethora of courses they do now.”

These range from higher education classes to 
electives and foreign languages. Valuable partner-
ships have continued to be a strength of ERVING. 
Each school recognizes the value of collaboration, 
which has made ERVING a success. A unique 
factor of ERVING is the common bell schedule. 
This allows students to maximize their education 
experience without losing valuable time.   

As we look to the future of ERVING our mission 
remains true. District Administrator Ray Prze-
kurat points out that “being part of ERVING has 
allowed our students to take courses that our staff 
would not be able to teach.” If you are interested 
in how ERVING can benefit your student, please 
contact the high school office.  
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Beginning in March 2020 school districts re-
ceived federal funds to help meet the increased 
needs of students resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. This funding has been awarded in 
three separate rounds and is available to use 
through September 2024. When deciding how to 
invest the one-time federal funds, the district’s 
goal was to meet the immediate needs of students 
and staff, then invest in measures targeted at ad-
dressing learning loss.

In the spring/summer of 2020 the Iola-Scandi-
navia School District received $65,000 in the first 
round of funding, all of which had been used to 
purchase additional Chromebooks to make tech-
nology more accessible for the younger students 
in our district.  

In the winter of 2020 the district was awarded 
$260,000 in the second round of funding.  In-
vestments were made in classroom and cafete-
ria furniture to allow for social distancing and 
flexible seating, additional technology resources 
and professional development. At the end of the 
2020-21 school year approximately $100,000 of 

round 2 funds remain. These 
funds will be used to pur-
chase instructional software 
over the next several school 
years to target learning loss at 
both schools in our district.

The third and final round of funding, $580,000 
for Iola-Scandinavia, will be available in the near 
future and must be used on or before September 
2024. The district will be using these funds for 
increased instructional support at both school 
buildings, summer school programing, profes-
sional development and potentially HVAC up-
dates in our Technology Education area.

Budget plans are available on the district website 
and we invite community feedback. If you have 
questions on any of the federal funds and their 
impact on the Iola-Scandinavia School District 
please reach out to Sarah Thiel, Business Manag-
er, or Ray Przekurat, District Administrator.

Mrs. Sarah Thiel
Business Manager

Finance Update

Iola-Scandinavia is participating in the Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture Seamless 
Summer Option for the entirety of the 2021-22 
school year. This means that our school provides 
free meals to all students! This program provides 
additional support and flexibility for our district 
to continue serving meals to children while main-
taining safety measures and managing the im-
pacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Included in the impacts of the pandemic are 
nationwide supply chain and product availability 
shortages. Disruptions are due to lack of availabil-
ity of raw ingredients and labor to produce, un-
load, and transfer food products. Some food and/
or beverage products normally provided to stu-
dents may not be available or arrive as scheduled.

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances, last-minute menu 
changes and product substi-
tutions may occur. Be assured 
meals will remain balanced, 
healthy, and plentiful. We ask 
for patience and understanding as we do our best 
to meet your children’s needs. 

Breakfast and lunch menus are posted on the 
District website, Facebook page and the “Dining” 
section on the District’s app. Please contact me at 
(715) 445-2411 ext. 1430 or pedersend@iola.k12.
wi.us with questions.

Mrs. Diane Pedersen
Food Service Director

Food Service Update



Booster Club Update
Greetings from the Thunderbird Booster Club! 
Thanks to all Booster Club members who have 
joined for this school year. Thanks also to all 
volunteers who make sure concession stands are 
running smoothly and funds are getting into the 
hands of I-S kids, coaches and advisors!

WHAT WE’VE FUNDED RECENTLY
We are thrilled to have helped fund several items 
in the past six months including: 
Hudl contribution: $2,000
Cross Country & Track Tent/Canopy (with I-S 
logo!): $2,378
Pep Band T-Shirts: $584.13
ISFAC Anniversary Breakfast & 
Support: $400
3D Printer for Middle School/
High School art student: $2,000
DECA: $800
Spanish Trip: $2,100

In addition to these, we also 
transferred $4,162,50 to conces-
sions volunteers working for their 
teams and clubs! This money 
will help students save for trips 
to Puerto Rico and Florida in the spring of 2022 
or future trips. Sign up for concessions online at 
https://tinyurl.com/isbb2122. Links are always 
listed on facebook (@thunderbirdboosterclub) or 
at thunderbirdboosterclub.com. Each volunteer 
raises $5/hour that can be designated for a spe-
cific student co-curricular account or to benefit an 
entire team or club. Anyone can volunteer — stu-
dent, parent, grandparent — and there’s no need 
to be a Booster Club member to sign up.

This fall, the Booster Club paid for printing of 
posters for cross country, football, and volleyball 
teams. Posters are being created for our girls and 
boys basketball teams as well. They will be dis-
tributed around Iola and each athlete is given one 
or two to keep. 

IN THE THUNDERDOME
If you attend basketball games this season, please 

support our 50/50 raffles. The Booster Club 
provides the tickets and cash start up but ALL the 
profit goes to the I-S team/club selling the tickets. 
While you’re at the game, you’ll notice banners 
for senior athletes are displayed in the gym for 
our fall sports, with winter sports soon to join 
them. The Booster Club purchases these for each 
senior athlete and they are displayed throughout 
the school year and then given as gifts to gradu-
ating seniors. Thanks to Athletic Director Dave 
Jueds for making sure these are displayed for all 
to see.

FUNDING REQUESTS
Reminder to I-S coaches and ad-
visors that funding request forms 
are due the Friday before our next 
meeting. We encourage you to fill 
these out when you need financial 
or other assistance with expenses 
not covered (or completely cov-
ered) within your existing budget 
or pupil account.

Request forms can be found at 
thunderbirdboosterclub.com. 

JOIN US
It’s not too late to become a booster for this 
school year. Download our 2021-2022 applica-
tion here or at thunderbirdboosterclub.com. All 
T-Bird Boosters are listed on our website, face-
book, and athletic programs distributed at home 
games. Membership for families start at just $10/
year and $50/year for businesses.

Listing for businesses include a logo in our ath-
letic programs. This is an easy and inexpensive 
way for everyone to show their support of I-S 
students!

Our meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Middle School Conference Room. Any changes 
will be announced on Facebook @Thunderbird-
BoosterClub. 



Dear School District Staff, Parents, & Guardians,
 
Hello!  My name is Frank Bellamia and I am an 
advocate with the Mental Health Navigation pro-
gram at CAP Services. Mental Health Navigation 
is a free and confidential program established in 
response to the need for mental health care and 
navigating the often com-
plicated system of resources 
and services. The program 
aims to help residents of 
Portage and Waupaca Coun-
ty to improve their mental 
wellness and functioning 
by connecting them to local 
mental health and communi-
ty resources. Mental Health 
Navigation attempts to remove barriers to ser-
vices that enhance resiliency and self-advocacy 
which in turn supports well-being.

I will be spending Wednesday mornings at 
the Iola-Scandinavia Elementary School and 
Wednesday afternoons at the High School/ Mid-
dle School.  My role is to provide mental health 
supports to students by providing coping re-
sources such as: mindfulness techniques, tips on 
dealing with anxiety, breathing techniques, and 
other mental health supports. I am also available 
to support school staff and district families with 
mental health and community resource needs, 
with an overall goal of creating a school that is 
trauma-sensitive.

Over the last 14 years, I have worked with indi-
viduals who have a disability or mental health 
diagnosis. I have worked in a variety of settings, 
from fostering independence in an adult family 
home, to a community-based residential facility 
working with individuals who have a severe men-
tal illness. I have also worked as a certified crisis 
case manager for local county government. 

I look forward to partnering with students, fami-
lies, and staff in the Iola-Scandinavia school dis-
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Mental Health Navigation
Hi everybody, I’m Calan 
Stichman, the new Family 
Engagement Specialist for 
the school district of Iola. 
My role within the dis-
trict will be working with 
school staff to help fami-
lies and students get con-
nected to resources and 
provide ongoing support 
as needed.  I’m really looking forward to start-
ing this position and seeing how it can grow.A 
little bit about me, I am an Iola-Scandinavia 
graduate and then attended UW-Platteville for 
my bachelor’s and have been living back in the 
area for the last 11 years. In my free time I en-
joy hunting, fishing and anything sports related. 
I have a lot of experience working with youth 
and their families and am excited to bring those 
connections and knowledge to the Iola area to 
help others.

trict to address mental health needs. We believe 
that all children deserve the support they need to 
be successful in school and their community.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Bellamia
Mental Health Navigation Advocate
CAP Services Inc.
 
 
Frank Bellamia
Mental Health Navigation Advocate
School Office Hours: Wednesdays from 7:30 am 
to 4:00 pm
8a-12p - Elementary and 12:30p-4p - Middle/
High School
 
Please call or email to schedule an appointment.
School Phone: 715-445-2411
CAP Services Phone: 715-281-4355
Email:fbellamia@capmail.org
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Cross Country
The varsity cross country teams focused this 
season on setting goals, staying healthy, and 
achieving personal records. The girls team bat-
tled injuries early on, but showed resilience and 
grit as they continued to improve throughout the 
season. Top runners on the girls team were Grace 
Betker with a personal record of 24:38, Kelly 
Jones (25:23), Chloe Timdal (25:28), and Tara 
Thompson (24:42). 
 
The boys team placed second in 
our conference. Our sixth run-
ner, Aaron Jones, broke the tie 
by placing ahead of Rosholt’s 
sixth runner in a time of 21:49. 
Charlie Vater (right) won the 
conference meet and received 
first team all-conference honors. 
Jacob Lashua was named to sec-
ond team all-conference with a 
13th place finish and Dylan Don-
ovan earned honorable mention 
by placing 17th at the conference 
meet. Charlie Vater continued his success into the 
postseason with a third place finish at the Weyau-
wega-Fremont Sectional and a 17th place finish at 
the state meet. 

Football
The Iola-Scandinavia football team recorded a 
winning 2021 season, going 5-4 against a chal-
lenging schedule. The Thunderbirds finished 
second in the CWC-Small before bowing out of 
the playoffs in the first round at Edgar.

A number of Thunderbirds earned all-conference 
honors, including Brock Moen (first team offense 
and defense), Parker Prahl (first team offense and 
defense), Will Tappa (first team offense and de-
fense), Isaiah Hoyord (first team offense, second 
team defense), Carter Anderson (second team 
defense), Kaden Jueds (second team defense), 
Weston Knorr (second team offense, honorable 

mention defense), Braden 
Louison (second team 
offense), Jose Reyes (sec-
ond team offense), Ethan 
Clancy (honorable men-
tion defense), and Parker 
Gullixon (honorable men-
tion defense).

Tappa was named the 
CWC-Small Defensive 
Player of the Year, and 
Moen (right) earned 
all-region honors from 
the Wisconsin Football 
Coaches Association. Hoyord, Prahl, and Tappa 
earned academic all-state recognition from the 
WFCA.

Volleyball
The Thunderbird varsity court saw a crew of fresh 
faces and were led by returning 
players Makayla Much, Jaelyn 
Sivertston, and Marin Hoyord. 
The team finished 7-21 for 
the season. The improvement 
throughout the season was 
apparent during the “Fight 
Cancer Night” match against 
Assumption High School. The 
T-Birds worked together to 
get an exciting win against the 
Royals after an initial 0-2 set 
deficit.

Three players received conference honors. Jaelyn 
Siverston (above) received first team all-con-
ference, finishing the season with 234 kills and 
298 digs. Makayla Much and Marin Hoyord both 
received honorable mention. Much finished with 
171 kills and 26 aces. Hoyord finished with 403 
assists and 56 aces. Although the team is sad to 
lose seniors Much and Ella Gullixon, they are 
looking forward to what the future holds.

Fall Sports Review
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Homecoming 2021

Homecoming 2021 was a big hit for the elementary, middle, and high schools, as well as the greater Io-
la-Scandinavia community. From dress-up days to the Tiny T-Bird Tailgate, Powder Puff Football to the varsi-
ty game against Rosholt on Friday, class volleyball to the parade, it was a memorable week for all involved!



Music Program Update
December 20 was an exciting date for the music December 20 was an exciting date for the music 
department. The middle/high school bands and department. The middle/high school bands and 
choirs performed for Veterans Day on November choirs performed for Veterans Day on November 
11 but before that, the last time we had any type 11 but before that, the last time we had any type 
of in person performance was in February 2020 of in person performance was in February 2020 
for District Solo and Ensemble. So to finally have for District Solo and Ensemble. So to finally have 
a concert day and night and feature all of the a concert day and night and feature all of the 
groups and students was amazing. The students groups and students was amazing. The students 
put in a lot of hard work and when we are able to put in a lot of hard work and when we are able to 
share that with everyone it completes the whole share that with everyone it completes the whole 
experience of playing music. All of the bands and experience of playing music. All of the bands and 
choirs performed as well the K-sixth grade gener-choirs performed as well the K-sixth grade gener-
al music classes.al music classes.

The high school band also performed in the Iola The high school band also performed in the Iola 
Christmas Parade on December 4. This year we Christmas Parade on December 4. This year we 
have also been able to be back at sporting events have also been able to be back at sporting events 
cheering on our fellow students with the pep cheering on our fellow students with the pep 
band. Keep an eye out for our brand new pep band. Keep an eye out for our brand new pep 
band shirts, which were made possible by our band shirts, which were made possible by our 
generous Thunderbird Boosters Club. It feels generous Thunderbird Boosters Club. It feels 
great to be sharing music with the community in great to be sharing music with the community in 
so many ways again. so many ways again. 

The next performance we are looking forward to The next performance we are looking forward to 
is District Solo and Ensemble on March 5. This is District Solo and Ensemble on March 5. This 
event happens statewide and various schools event happens statewide and various schools 
host the event for each conference and division host the event for each conference and division 
level. We will be traveling to Amherst this year. level. We will be traveling to Amherst this year. 
Students in grades 7-12 have the opportunity to Students in grades 7-12 have the opportunity to 
perform a solo or ensemble (group) piece of mu-perform a solo or ensemble (group) piece of mu-
sic for a judge. sic for a judge. 

This is a great opportunity for the students to 
learn and improve their musical skills and ap-
ply it to what we are learning in the classroom. 
Students who perform Class A music (the high-
est difficulty level) have the opportunity to go to 
State if they receive a rating of a 1*. State is then 
hosted in May at UW-Stevens Point and those 
students perform their music for another judge 
there and receive another rating and receive more 
feedback. This whole process exposes students to 
new music that challenges them and gives them 
the experience of performing solo or in a smaller 

group.

Another exciting event that has returned this year 
is the Conference All Star Band and Choir. This 
event is happening on January 15 and is anoth-
er opportunity for students to have experiences 
outside of school and challenge themselves. Each 
choir and band director in our conference nomi-
nates select students from their ensembles to be 
a part of the All Star Choir or Band. The hosting 
school then selects students from those that are 
nominated. This forms an ensemble that is made 
up of some of the best students in our conference. 

The students are sent the music in the fall once 
they are selected and prepare the music ahead of 
time. On the day of the event they have multiple 
rehearsals as a group with the guest conductor, 
who is often a highly sought after director/ed-
ucator from a university. Then at the end of the 
day they perform a public concert showcasing the 
hard work they put in.

This year we have eight band students going 
and six choir students. Natalie Brown, Tara 
Thompson, Joey Cherek, Maddie Kirmse, Abby 
Isermann, Ian Koss, Dylan Sampe, and Ryan 
Kampert are participating in the All Star Band.  
Mia Brier, Elizabeth Enoch, Lisa Wilke, Alyiah 
Weed, Nate Sullivan, and Morgan Krueger are 
participating in the All Star Choir.

14 T-Bird Times
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After a mostly virtual year, the Iola-Scandinavia 
DECA chapter is back in action, in person. The 
school’s business and marketing student orga-
nization has been busy with community service 
projects, travel, and preparing for competitions.

DECA kicked things off in late October with the 
organization’s signature community service 
event, Trick or Can. More than 100 students in 
grades 7 through 12 went door to door in Iola and 
Scandinavia collecting non-perishable items for 
the local food bank. In total the students collected 
1,959 items, an astounding number for a commu-
nity our size.

On December 2, nearly 60 high school DECA 
members traveled to Green Bay for the Sports 
and Entertainment Marketing Conference. Stu-
dents toured Lambeau Field and the Resch Cen-
ter, and later attended the new Titletown District 
and a UW-Green Bay men’s basketball game.

In early January about 30 high school students 
will be participating in the DECA district compe-
tition, pitting their role playing and test taking 
skills against other students from around the 
region. Students will have the opportunity to 
advance to the state competition in Lake Geneva 
and international competition in Atlanta. 

Other DECA activities planned include a visit to 
Milwaukee to meet with Bucks business person-
nel and attend a basketball game, and a middle 
school competition. Follow the group on Face-
book at facebook.com/istbirddeca.

FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders 
of America) is a national Career and Technical 
Organization for students in Family and Con-
sumer Sciences education in public and private 
schools through grade 12. Iola-Scandinavia FC-
CLA members have gotten a head start on com-
munity service activities including lap tie blankets 
that will be donated to NICU/birthing centers, 
bottle cap art in the community, Salvation Army 
Bell ringing in Waupaca, Festival of Trees at the 
Willows and Christmas angel for residents at 
Living Oaks and the Willows. We have also par-
ticipated in organization activities such as the 
Fall leadership (virtually), recruitment week, and 
creating a homecoming float. 

Although it already may seem like a lot, we are 
just getting started! Some upcoming events that 
you should keep an eye out for are the Old Glo-
ry Honor flight cake raffle and Teddy Bear Toss. 
Students will be participating in Regional Compe-
tition on Feb. 21 at SPASH. We will also be sell-
ing flowers at the Musical so we hope to see you 
there. Following that our FCCLA week will take 
place in February. Then shortly after that we will 
be coordinating a Valentine Cookie Sale. 

Bottle Caps
The Iola-Scandinavia FCCLA students are start-
ing a community project and we are in need of 
your help! We will be recycling plastic bottle caps 
of all sizes and colors. These caps will be turned 
into a mural that will be featured downtown Iola. 
Please start saving all of your bottle caps, any-
thing is appreciated!

DECA Update FCCLA Update



Letters to Santa
Our first graders took part in the yearly letters to Santa tra-
dition these past weeks. The students asked Santa a ques-
tion and something they wanted for Christmas.
 
Dear Santa, 
You are nis. Cud I haf a picsr uv you? I want an xcavater. 
Thak you for the toys last yer. 
From, Renick 

Dear Santa, 
I like you. Haw mene radeer doo you have? I want a big 
seeder. 
From, Jack

Dear Santa, 
I like your toys. How do you fit down the chimne? I want a 
toy cat. I like that your my nabor. 
From, Emma

Dear Santa,
Your nis. Doo you lik Ms Klos? I want a horse.
From, Sawyer

Dear Santa,
You are grat. Is it cold? I want a hors. I like santa. I want a 
cat. Do you like your radeer?
From, Evelyn

Dear Santa,
How are the randeer? I want a red sprar tracder. I like you. 
Is it ckold? Is mis Cklus happy?

From, Clyde

Dear Santa,
Thak you. How meny presins doo you giv in 1 day? I want a 
remot kinchrol blue thunder. 
From, Eli

Dear Santa,
Do you like your job? How old are you? I want a huvobord. 
How is miss clos? How are you? How meny raindeer do you 
have? 
From, Brielle
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Dear Santa,
How is the wether in the North Pole? I am excted for 
Christmas. Santa, I want a ply statin. 
Love,  James

Dear Santa,
How is my elf? How are the randeer? I am exsited for 
Christmas. I wat a fery kachr.
Love, Lanie 

Dear Santa,
Are your elfes working hard? I am excited for Christmas. 
I want a chromebook for Christmas. I have been listening 
to my family. 
Love,  Jacob

Dear Santa,
I hav been good. I luv Christmas. I wod like a choper and 
a hay rac. 
Love,  Lukas 

Dear Santa,
Ar the elfs wrking hrd? Ar you rady for Christmas? I hav 
ben a good kid. I hop u ar doing good today. I wold like 
mini brans. 
Love,  Hayley

Dear Santa,
do you hav a pet at the north pole? I got a lof of 
christmas dekoratins. I would like a adley art pouch. Iv 
ben kind to evreon. 
Love,  Ireland

Dear Santa,
How is the wethr? are yor elves working hard? I wot a 
now par of jeans. I wot a now paw patrol. 
Love,  Genesis 

Dear Santa,
How is your life. I want a big monster truck. my elf is a 
firefighter and I want a mariokart track. 
Love,  Benjamin 

Dear Santa,
I wrk hard. I dont no wut I want.  I like you.  
From, Wesley

Dear Santa,
Does Rudolf have a red noes?  Yore rad!  Pleas can I have 
two things, GO forg dragunoide and Pokemon tornu-
ments.  Merry Chistms!
From, Ty 
 
Dear Santa,
are your reindeer working hard? are your elfes working 
hard? I wod like a chromebook.
Love,  Brayden

Dear Santa,
My name is Brayden and I’m in first grade.  Where do 
reindeer sleep?  I want a nerf blaster set up and new head-
phones please.  Be careful while flying.
From, Brayden

Dear Santa,
I am sevene years old.  Dose rudph relly have a red nose?  
Plesse can I have a bunny or a hamseter.  I love you so 
much!  I love all your ranedeers and Mrs. Cluse and the 
elfs too!  I am in frist grade.  My name is Eva.
From, Eva

Dear Santa,
You are nise.  Do your raindeer akshly fly?  I want a nrf 
canin and a nrf with a scop plese.  Mary Crissmis.
From, Hunter

Dear Santa,
I love you.  I lik you because you giv prasits.  Plees can I 
hav a VR set.  I love you.
From, Kade

Dear Santa,
Your rad.  Is rudolf a rele randeer?  Can I have a LOL and 
a ranbow corn?  I love you.  Mery Cristmise.
Love, Emma

Dear Santa,
I’m six.  Ware do you liv? Plees can I hav hed fones?  Can 
I hav a tee vee with rmot cochrol?  Can I hav a ninteno 
sich?  Can I hav a fone?  I love you.
From, Avery

Dear Santa,
I like you.  I am six.  Can you please tell Justin Beber to 
com to my hows tomarow morning!  How menee render 
do you have?  I hope I see you on Krismis morning!
From, Alaina

Dear Santa,
Thanc you for the presints. I want v boks. I hav a qwash-
tion for you. How do you make presints?
From, Olliver

Dear Santa,
 I liek you. I liek yo hat. You are my bist frend. I 
want a huvbord. How is mis Klos?
From, Jason



Sources of Strength
A Sources of Strength Program is beginning to be 
established in the Iola-Scandinavia Middle/High 
School.  There currently are 9 adult advisors and 
30 student/peer leaders made up of Iola-Scandi-
navia students and staff.  All were trained togeth-
er on October 29th.  The group has been meeting 
since and has started to roll out their campaign.

What is Sources of Strength?
Sources of Strength is an evidence-based best 
practice youth suicide prevention program de-
signed to harness the power of peer social net-
works to change unhealthy norms and culture, 
ultimately preventing suicide, bullying, and sub-
stance abuse. Sources of Strength moves beyond 
a risk-focus and utilizes an upstream approach, 
mobilizing a group of powerful Peer Leaders to 
spread messages of Hope, Help, and Strength 
throughout their school and community. This 
upstream model strengthens multiple sources of 
support (protective factors) around young in-
dividuals so that when times get hard, they can 
leverage their strengths.

The mission of Sources of Strength is to empower 
a well world and prevent suicide by increasing 
help-seeking behaviors and promoting connec-
tions between peers and caring adults. The pro-
gram uses a fun-filled style of active learning to 
encourage open discussion about the very real 
problems that youth face and what can help. 
Sources of Strength believes it takes both stu-
dents and staff working together to create lasting 
positive impact, therefore Adult Advisors and 
Peer Leaders will be trained.
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Community Service Day

In October, Iola-Scandinavia High School stu-
dents headed out into their communities to 
give back during the Ninth Annual Communi-
ty Service Morning. The event, sponsored and 
organized by the ISHS National Honor Society, 
included projects throughout both the Iola and 
Scandinavia communities. 

Nearly 200 students made a difference at the Iola 
Winter Sports Club, the Selmer Gjertson School 
Forest,  the Iola Car Show Grounds, the Iola 
Community Center, and many other locations 
throughout the district.
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Students Visit Dead Broke BBQ
On Thursday,  I-S middle and high school stu-
dents spent time learning about online business 
and cooking from alumnus Jeff Rice (‘88), op-
erator of the popular Dead Broke BBQ YouTube 
channel.

First, Jeff spoke with students in Mr. Tappa’s 
Business 8 Class about how he got started mak-
ing videos and the steps he has taken to grow his 
channel.

Later he hosted Mrs. Bestul’s Foods Class and 
Mr. Tappa’s Sports and Entertainment Marketing 
Class at his home studio, going into more depth 
about his equipment, how he promotes his vid-
eos, and the cooking process.

Students got to sample some of Jeff’s work, 
and film a cameo that might just appear in an          
upcoming video!

Make Reading Fun for Your Child
As it is getting cold and snowy outside, we en-
courage you to set time aside each night to read 
with your child and make it fun! Here are a few 
suggestions how:  

Read Together: Make reading a family activity. 
Not only does it create lasting memories but it 
also helps support children who struggle or don’t 
like to read.  
Read Every Single Day: Children who truly 
enjoy reading are the children that have reading 
embedded in their daily routine. Shoot for twenty 
minutes a day.  
Talk About Books: Talking with our children 
improves their vocabularies and expands their 
knowledge. Simply talk about the books your 
child is reading and ask questions. Your children 
will begin to realize the importance of reading 
when parents/teachers are constantly talking 
about books!  
Have Books Everywhere: In every room of 
your house! Put them in small tubs in every room. 
The more books your child is around, the more 

your child will read.  
Weekly Library Time: Make it a priority to vis-
it the library weekly or at least bi-weekly. It’s like 
a candy store but with books instead!  
Good Fit Books: Children need books on their 
level so have a variety of levels available.
C-H-O-I-C-E: Be sure to give your child a choice. 
It is a huge motivator.  
Set an Example: Parents who read have chil-
dren who read.  
Give Reading as a Gift: There is nothing more 
special than sharing your favorite book with your 
child.
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Veterans Day
Thank you to everyone in the community for at-
tending our Veterans Day ceremony! 

Thank you again to the men and women from 
American Legion Post 14 for attending and post-
ing the colors.

Thank you to all of the students involved and the 
music they provided. 

A special thank you to one of our own staff, Ser-
geant First Class Chris Smith, who served in the 
United States Army and was our guest speaker.

We are grateful to be able to host this ceremo-
ny once again and remind each of us to not only 
serve and honor our veterans today, but every 
day!



Sixth Graders Create 
Peace Posters
Congratulations to our 2021 Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Peace Poster Contest winners! Posters were 
created in sixth grade art classes with additional 
support from Mr. Bertsch and Mrs. Seiter. 

This I-S student’s first place poster will now move 
on to district level competition. Mr. Przekurat, 
representing the Lions Club, awarded students 
their cash prizes. 

Thank you to Mark Forseth, contest chairman, for 

your efforts to continue this wonderful art con-
test. This poster contest unites our sixth graders 
to a wonderful community organization in a com-
bined effort promoting peace globally.
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“Supporting the Fighters, admiring the Survivors, 
honoring the Taken, and NEVER, EVER, giving up 
hope.” In October, the Iola-Scandinavia volleyball 
team held our Fight Cancer Night Event supporting 
local families affected by cancer.  Thank you to all 
who donated, attended and supported!



Sportsmanship
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Athletics should be a positive experience for 
the student athletes, coaches, officials and all of 
the fans in attendance.  As fans we all need to 
be supportive and respectful of both teams that 
are competing which includes officials, coaches 
and the visiting fans.  As fans, our job is to cheer 
loudly for our team in a supportive manner.  It is 
not our job to berate, mock, or be disrespectful to 
anyone.  Let us all make a commitment to be the 
best role models for our students in how we cheer 

for and support our teams!! 

We ask that all fans act responsibly and courte-
ously to those around you.  Let’s afford the stu-
dent-athletes, coaches, officials, and your fellow 
fan the respect they deserve.

So please, let the players play, let the coaches 
coach, let the officials officiate, and let the specta-
tors be positive.

Naughty or 
Nice: Jingle 
Bell Run

This Iola-Scandinavia Child Development 
Committee will be distributing developmen-
tal questionnaires to families with students 
ages 2 ½ to 4 years old who are not already 
enrolled in school. If you have any concerns 
about your child’s development or to receive 
a questionnaire, please contact the school at 
(715) 445-2411 ext. 1222

Child Development Screening

The Iola-Scandinavia Community Fitness and 
Aquatic Center hosted its annual Jingle Bell Run 
on Saturday, December 4. Participants were able 
to register for Team Nice or Team Naughty we 
had an even amount of both.

Approximately 120 people of all ages partici-
pated in the two mile run/walk, the course took 
them through 
the beauti-
ful village of 
Iola.  After 
the race the 
participants 
were treat-
ed to some 
Homemade 
Christmas 
cookies, hot chocolate and a bottle of water.  Even 
the Grinch made an appearance for the naughty 
team. 

Mark your calendar for next year’s race Saturday, 
December 3, 2022. 
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