
Projects include:
Improving SAFETY and SECURITY 
	 •	 Adding secure VESTIBULE ENTRIES, electronic ACCESS 
  CONTROLS and outside LED LIGHTING at all schools
	 •	 Redesigning TRAFFIC PATTERNS at Roosevelt.
	 •	 Adding PARKING at Davey and Roosevelt.

Improving the INSTRUCTIONAL ENVIRONMENT
 •	 Installing AIR CONDITIONING in all elementary and high school   
  classrooms.  (Stanton Middle School is already air conditioned.)
 •	 Replacing CAFETERIA/GYM FLOORS and making other 
  improvements at elementary schools.  
	 •	 Adding LED LIGHTING in classrooms.

Improving ATHLETIC and PERFORMING ARTS facilities 
	 •	 Installing an all-sports TURF FIELD and FIELDHOUSE 
 •	 Upgrading the STADIUM with new lighting and a sound system.
 •	 Expanding GYMNASIUM facilities at Roosevelt and upgrading the   

 NATATORIUM. 
 •	 Replacing Roosevelt’s AUDITORIUM SEATS and adding AISLES 
   for accessibility. 

K E N T  C I T Y  S C H O O L S

Passage of Issue #6, the“No New Tax” Bond Issue,  will allow the Kent City Schools 
to make needed improvements at all six Kent schools and improve safety and security.  
Issue #6, which will NOT raise taxes, appears on the March 17, 2020 primary ballot.

Bonds issued over 20 years ago to construct Stanton Middle School and make 
renovations to Roosevelt High School and Davey Elementary are maturing and the Kent 
Schools is taking advantage of this timing.  

New bonds, which would NOT raise taxes, will finance the cost of renovations to 
maintain the community’s investment in the Kent schools.  Improvements and upgrades 
will be made at all six Kent school buildings.

As part of a new course called 
Rider Connections, Roosevelt 
students are serving as mentors for 
elementary school students in Kent.  
Students design their own 
experiences, which can include 
peer-to-peer tutoring, working with 
classroom teachers and volunteering 
in the community.

More than 40 high school 
students meet with their mentees for 
at least an hour each week to read 
together, help with homework 
assignments or even talk or play on 
the playground together.  Many use 
Roosevelt’s early release time on 
Wednesdays to travel to the 
elementary buildings.

Roosevelt freshman Peyton 
Singer says, “I’ve learned that even 
when a student struggles, it doesn’t 
mean they aren’t learning.  The 
student I work with is very verbal, 
and I enjoy coming to see him.”

Roosevelt students 
volunteer as mentors

From left, Roosevelt mentor Lauren Smith, 
Holden students Chase Helpman, Jordan 
Reese, Denalli Sims and Zoey Conwell and 
Roosevelt mentor Manar Al-Sherifi.



FirstEnergy Rebate 
Program offers benefits 
for school districts

Thanks to an agreement with the 
Ohio Schools Council, Kent City Schools may be able to receive rebates from First 
Energy for purchase of everyday items like lighting, HVAC, computers and specialty 
equipment.  

According to Treasurer Debbie Krutz, the district has submitted an application to 
obtain rebates for a current planned purchase of desktop and laptop computers.  Past 
purchases will also be submitted for potential rebates.

As I talked to community 
members about the “No New Tax” 
Bond Issue, I have heard a number 
of the same comments.  

Many people remind me that 
the Kent community has a long 
and strong history of supporting its 
schools.  This is a fact that I heard 
loud and clear when I came to the 
Kent City Schools over five years 
ago.  Believe me, we appreciate all 
you do for our students, teachers 
and staff.

Our “No New Tax” Bond Issue 
is a unique opportunity for Kent 
citizens to improve our facilities 
without raising taxes.  Although 
we constantly maintain and repair 
our facilities, the district has not 
had the funding to make substantial 
building improvements or additions 
in the last 20 years.  Funds 
generated from this Bond Issue 
would allow us to make needed 
improvements and upgrades to all 
six Kent schools.  

To learn more, please read about 
the project plans in this newsletter.  
I also will be discussing the “No 
New Tax” Bond Issue, which will 
appear on the March 17, 2020 
ballot as Issue #6, on Wednesday, 
February 26, at 6 p.m. in the 
Woodward Room, 2nd floor of the 
Kent Free Library.  

Thank you again for all you do 
for the Kent City Schools.

George Joseph
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations 
to Roosevelt’s 
Annual Canned 
Food Drive 

The Roosevelt 
Leadership Retreat 
Planning Committee and 
Student Council collected 
a total of 14,772 non-
perishable items that 
were donated to Kent 
Social Services to benefit 
local families.  Leadership Retreat Planning Committee and Student Council 

volunteers for the Annual Food Drive

Stanton students honored by 
Portage County NAACP

Stanton eighth graders Tyrel Ellington and 
Parris Sumpter were recognized at the Portage 
NAACP Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast last 
month.  Both received the Maureen T. Frederick 
Youth Leadership Award.

Tyrel is a member of the basketball and track 
teams, leads by example and is a role model for his 
teammates.  Parris is also a member of the 
basketball and track teams.  She is on the Kent 
Parks and Recreation Middle School cheerleading 
team, sings in the choir and is a two-year member 
of Student Ambassadors. 

Parris Sumpter and Tyrel Ellington



Ten new inductees to the Kent City Schools Hall of Fame 
will be honored at a dinner and ceremony on Saturday, April 4, 
at the Kent State University Hotel and Conference Center.  
Dinner tickets are $35 each and available by calling 
Superintendent George Joseph’s office at 330-676-7610.  
Ticket deadline is March 20.

Hall of Fame Classes of 2019 and 2020 were recently 
confirmed by the Kent Board of Education after receiving 
recommendations from a committee of community and school 
representatives.  

Academic and Career Accomplishments
A 1972 graduate, Kathleen Zimmerman devoted her 

career as an attorney to protecting the environment and 
defending the public lands and wildlife she loved.  She died in 
2018 while serving as the National Wildlife Federation’s public 
lands policy director.

Howard T. Boyle II, a 1968 graduate, is the Chairman and 
CEO of Hometown Bank in Kent and has served on numerous 
national and state boards in the banking industry.  He was a 
member of the Kent Board of Education for 22 years and has 
been recognized for his community involvement and interest in 
historical preservation.

Science and Technology 
Career Accomplishments

Dr. Tatiana Rynearson, a 1990 graduate, is a pioneer in 
the field of Biological Oceanography and a professor at the 
Graduate School of Oceanography, University of Rhode Island.  
She has led researchers to the Antarctic to study the effects of 
climate change on oceanic life, and her fieldwork has taken her 
to all seven continents and most of the oceans in between.

A 2000 graduate, Dr. Scott Rudlosky is a physical scientist 
and lightning expert whose research helps weather forecasters 
better predict and warn of severe thunderstorms.  He leads 
a science team at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration that has developed and applied a new satellite-
based lightning imager.

Cultural and Performing Arts
Keith “Stepp” Stewart, a 1981 graduate, toured the 

world as a backup singer and dancer, performed in shows and 
television productions and appeared as the resident fitness 
guru on the Dr. Oz Show.  He returned to Roosevelt to produce 
talent shows and continues to mentor young people in his 
summer camp and talent competitions.

Jennifer Keller-Birkes, a 1984 graduate, has dedicated 
her professional life to the field of dance through her work as a 
performer, choreographer and educator.  She is a professor of 
Dance at Slippery Rock University, where she has directed the 
Rock Dance Company, and a creator of experimental dance 
films, which have screened at film festivals around the world.

 

Athletic Accomplishments
A 1988 graduate, Deral Boykin excelled in football and 

track at Roosevelt.  After playing for the University of Kansas 
and University of Louisville, he was the sixth-round draft pick 
for the Los Angeles Rams and played four years in the NFL.  

Adam Hamilton, a 2007 graduate, was a four-year letter 
winner in football, ice hockey and lacrosse and a fierce 
competitor and athlete at Roosevelt.  He volunteered for the 
U.S. Army and was one of the top marksmen in his unit.  He 
was killed serving in Afghanistan in 2011.

Major Contributions to the Kent Schools 
Linda Ferlito taught and coached at Roosevelt for 36 

years and promoted many health initiatives.  She started the 
Special Olympics in Kent 25 years ago and continues to 
organize regional events and coach athletes with disabilities.

Scott Hamilton, father of four student athletes at 
Roosevelt, has made an impact on thousands of students 
and athletes with his generous donations of equipment and 
uniforms, as well as contributing to the refurbishment of the 
weight room.  In addition, he and his wife donate a 
renewable $2,500 Adam Hamilton Memorial Athletic and 
Academic Scholarship to a senior man and woman. 

Dr. Tim Rasinski celebrates with Walls fourth graders, who shared and
 created poetry as part of their culminating project.

Walls fourth graders focus 
on poetry to develop fluency

Dr. Tim Rasinski, professor of literacy 
education at Kent State University, worked 
with fourth graders at Walls Elementary to help 
them develop fluency, the ability to express 
oneself easily and articulately.  With the help 
of their teacher Tammy Noska and gifted and 
talented teacher Chip Hawks, students used 
poetry, readers’ theater and songs to develop 
their skills and then shared poetry with student 
partners and small groups.



Kent Board of Education
Ryan Ferrara, President
Brian Boykin, Vice President
Dr. Marlene Dorsey
Pamela Ferguson
Rebekah Wright Kulis

Q: What is Issue #6, the “No New Tax” Bond Issue?
A:  Because bonds issued over 20 years ago to construct  
 Stanton Middle School and make renovations to Roosevelt  
 High School and Davey Elementary are maturing, Kent  
 Schools is taking advantage of this timing.  New bonds,  
 which would NOT raise taxes, will finance the cost of 
 renovations to maintain the community’s investment in the  
 Kent schools.  

Q:  Why is it time for Kent Schools to invest in facilities?
A:  Over the past 20 years, Kent has kept its schools in good  
 working order.  Now it is time to improve safety and   
 security and make upgrades to modernize school 
 buildings and facilities.  Citizens responding to recent   
 surveys made it clear that they saw the immediate 
 necessity to keep students safe and make critical facility  
 improvements.

Q: How much will the “No New Tax” Bond Issue raise?
A: This 2.36-mill bond issue will NOT increase taxes but will  
 yield approximately $25 million to make needed safety  
 and facility improvements in the schools.  

Q: What is the difference between a bond issue and an 
 operating levy?
A:  A bond issue generates funds for building construction  
 and renovations to maintain the community’s investment in  
 its schools.  An operating levy allows the district to continue  
 to provide excellent classroom instruction and technology,  
 as well as extracurricular opportunities for students and bus  
 transportation.  By law, funds from a Bond Issue cannot be  
 used for operating expenses.

Q: How much will a homeowner pay on the “No New Tax”  
 Bond Issue?
A:  On a $100,000 home, homeowners will pay $82.59 per  
 year, which is what they currently pay.


