
Vennie Foster, Walls Elementary
After over 30 years teaching in the Kent City Schools, Walls fourth grade 

teacher Vennie Foster says, “I still love working with kids because they are such 
a source of joy.  Everyday someone says or does something to make me laugh.”  
Respected by parents and her colleagues, Vennie is a student-centered teacher, 
who is always looking for new ideas.  

Corey Fowler, Roosevelt High School
As Director of Choirs, Corey Fowler leads seven musical groups of more 

than 115 Roosevelt students.  Rehearsals start many days at 6:40 a.m.  “I have 
the privilege to teach incredible students, work with wonderful colleagues and be 
supported by my administrators and the community,” he says,  “Kent is a truly a 
special place to teach!” 

Carrie Lenzo, Davey Elemetary
Davey fourth grade teacher Carrie Lenzo has a passion for teaching and 

creates an environment where students love to learn.  A 31-year veteran, Carrie 
says, “I've had the pleasure of working with wonderful families and exceptionally 
talented children.  Our Board of Education is dedicated to supporting the love 
of learning in an inclusive, cooperative community.”

Jeanne Smith, Holden Elementary  
Jeanne Smith, who has taught in the Kent Schools for 32 years and is 

now a Title I reading teacher, creates a positive learning environment for her 
students.  “I enjoy being with my students every day and seeing their successes,” 
Jeanne says.

Angie Ianniello-Jones, Stanton Middle School 
Stanton Middle School health teacher Angie Ianniello-Jones says, “For the 

past 32 years, Kent City Schools and the community of Kent has been my home 
away from home. What makes Kent an excellent school district is the commit-
ment and support the district has for faculty, staff, students and community.”

Shawn Bates, Longcoy Elementary
Shawn Bates, who teaches physical education at Longcoy and Holden 

elementary schools, brings kindness and a positive attitude to his students each 
day.  “My schools follow the belief of doing ‘whatever it takes,’” he explains.  
“Our staffs go above and beyond to respond to a variety of student needs.”

K E N T  C I T Y  S C H O O L S



Created to encourage and support academic 
excellence in the Kent City Schools, the Kent City 
Schools Foundation supports three important 
initiatives with financial resources.  They include 
providing student scholarships and awarding mini 
grants to teachers or principals, as well as funding 
professional development activities for teachers. 

Established in 1998, current Foundation board 
members are Dawn Carpenter, Deborah Krutz, Joe 

Marken, Paul Sellman and Linda Wingard.  The volunteer Board is charged with 
ensuring that the Foundation is fiscally sound and financially responsible for all assets.  It is 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  

Over the past year, the Foundation accepted anonymous donations for the Roosevelt 
Natatorium lockers, a replacement Steinway piano at Roosevelt and other projects.  Funds 
raised at a benefit evening to support special education programs at Davey Elementary 
were also donated to the Foundation.

Joseph and Barbara Drew donated funds to specifically support the Preschool 
Program at Davey Elementary, citing the love, care and education the Preschool staff 
has given to their grandson.  The new “Drew” outdoor storage shed to store playground 
equipment was built by Roosevelt’s Construction Technologies program.  Davey PTO also 
helped fund the project.

Foundation funds scholarships
Roosevelt High School alumni, community members and other organizations have 

funded scholarships through the Foundation, including a total of $14,000 awarded to 
Roosevelt graduates last spring. 

Former Kent City Schools Hall of Fame inductees established a new Hall of Fame 
scholarship in 2018.  Inductee Tom Ahlersmeyer sent letters on behalf of the Foundation 
to nearly 70 Hall of Famers, and several have responded with generous donations.

The Hockey Alumni Scholarship, established in 2015, continues to build support.  
John Fergason, who graduated in 1981, established the Fergason Family Scholarship for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Medical Sciences, which designates $2,000 annually, 
initially to run for ten years.  

Mini grants help make positive change
Providing $500 building mini grants is a way for the Foundation to support specific 

needs or projects.  
In 2018 for example, Roosevelt High School used its funding to support the Black 

History Month Living History Museum presentation and to purchase copies of Reaching 
and Teaching Students in Poverty for a faculty book study.  

At Longcoy Elementary, 17 teachers received special training in “Words Their Way,” 
an approach to word study that teaches phonics, vocabulary and spelling skills to students.  
Walls Elementary purchased supplies to supplement mental health student supports.  
Holden Elementary bought a Bose compact portable sound system to use for assemblies, 
music and after-school programs.

Instructional technology is another popular use of mini grants.  Stanton Middle School 
purchased a 3D printer for the school’s new Makerspace lab.

Making an impact



New lockers installed at 
Roosevelt Natatorium 

Thanks to an anonymous donation from a 
community member, new lockers were recently 
installed in the women’s locker room at the 
Roosevelt Natatorium, as well as in the men’s 
and women’s staff changing rooms.  District 
funds paid for new lockers in the men’s room.  

“What a great improvement and what a 
generous donation from someone who saw a 
need,” says Pool Manager James Hunt.  “Our 
rusted metal lockers were replaced with plastic 
molded lockers, which are significantly more 
expensive.  These will last much longer and 
provide our students and adult swimmers with 
a better experience.”  In total, 99 lockers were 
replaced.

On weekday mornings, the Natatorium 
offers fee-based water arthritis or water 
aerobics classes at 9:45 a.m. and adult lap swim 

from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Stanton Middle School sixth graders are offered an optional, three-week, after- 

school swim class, while high school students are required to take one swimming/physical 
education class before graduating.

Beginning swimming lessons for toddlers and floaters and Red Cross swim classes 
are available.  Open swimming is offered for $5 for residents, with children age 6 and 
under for free, from 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturdays during the school year.  Pool rentals for 
parties are offered Friday evenings or Saturday afternoons.  For more details, visit www.
kentschools.net/rhs-pool or call 330-676-8760.

Swimming instructor Fran Carly 
shows off the new lockers.

After 46 years, Roosevelt’s music department has a “new-to-us” 2012 Steinway 
and Son CB Concert Piano.  It was delivered to the high school just before the first 
Holiday Concert of the season.  

Incorporating funds from an anonymous donation, the purchase included a new 
dolly with locking casters, cotton-padded cover and piano bench.  

“We were able to trade in our 1972 Steinway B, which had been played nearly every 
school day for 46 years, and were fortunate to have the opportunity and resources to 
replace it,” says Music Department Chair Dr. John Roebke.  “This much-needed 
instrument is a significant long-term investment in the future of Kent’s music program. It 
will enhance our students' rehearsal and performance experiences for the next 40+ years.”

From left, Stanton Middle School Assistant 
Principal Kathy Scott, Saniya Moxley, Amari 
Mercury and Principal Anthony Horton at 
the MLK Breakfast.
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As part of a district-wide initiative, we want to involve the 
community in the great things happening in the Kent City 
Schools and encourage you to help us celebrate our students.  
We are growing our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
YouTube accounts to show the positive impact our schools are 
making in the lives of our students!

“In today’s world, many people are on social media, and 
this is an opportunity to keep our community informed,” 
explains Superintendent George Joseph.  “Our 3,300+ students 
are engaged in learning every day and we want our parents, 
grandparents, alumni and Kent residents to see the excellent 
education they are receiving.”

Kent 
Schools 
now on

Here’s how you can get involved:  
•	 Like our Facebook page KentSchoolsOH.  
•	 If you are on Twitter, Instagram or YouTube, 
 please follow us!
•	 Encourage your family members, neighbors 
 and friends to follow KentSchoolsOH 
 on Facebook.

Follow us on Facebook: KentSchoolsOH


