
 

USD379 School District!
Curriculum & Instruction!

1st Grade 
Course of Study

First grade instructional programs in USD 379 are committed to helping each child meet the 
academic and intellectual competencies expected at this grade level and become active, 
engaged learners in a classroom setting. The following summary of the instructional program 
provides an overview of the first grade year. The first grade program builds on skills and 
knowledge children have learned in Kindergarten and at home. It encourages critical thinking, 
creativity, and respect for self and others. Expectations are modified or expanded to meet a 
child’s needs and abilities. 

Curriculum standards are what all grade-level students are expected to know and be able to do 
by the end of a school year. Key concepts and standards of first grade education are included. If 
you would like a complete description of first grade standards, they can be downloaded from 
the Kansas State Department of Education website. 

If you have questions about curriculum, please contact your child’s teacher. 

English Language Arts 
READING - Foundations, Literature, and 

Informational Text 

 • Read one-syllable words (e.g., flat, ship, rope).           

 • Retell stories, including details, and demonstrate          
understanding of the central message or lesson.  

 • Be able to read text silently and orally with          
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression.  

WRITING  

 • Use words such as “first,” “next,” or “then” to          
signal order of events.  

 • Spell words using knowledge of learned spelling          
patterns. For example, when your child learns 
the “ee” vowel combination, he/she can use it 
to spell “keep,” “sleep,” and “peel.”  

 • Write informative/explanatory texts in which he/         
she names a topic, supplies some facts about 
the topic, and provides some sense of closure. 

 LANGUAGE  

 • Use newly learned words through reading, being          
read to, and responding to text in speaking and 
writing.  

 • Identify real-life connections between words and          
their use (e.g., note places at home that are 
cozy).  

Science Topics: 
• Waves: Light and Sound 
• Structure, Function, and Information Processing 
• Space Systems: Patterns and Cycles 
• Engineering Design



Social Studies: Families 
HISTORY 
Students will study history through understanding the role 
of family. They will recognize important people in their 
lives, specifically family members and investigate family 
history including creating a timeline. Students will 
evaluate how different families met their need for shelter 
and other basic needs. They will investigate several 
major types of food production that have come to 
symbolize Kansas. Students will recognize and analyze 
symbols that represent the United States and Kansas, 
specifically as represented on flags. Students will be able 
to identify who is the first and current president of the 
United States. Students will gain an understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of national holidays.!"
CIVICS/GOVERNMENT  
Students focus on the basic concepts of rules and laws 
as they apply to family, school, and being a citizen of 
Kansas and United States. Students will recognize that 
rules have positive consequences, such as keeping them 
safe and negative consequences if they ignore safety 
rules. They will investigate the shared ideals within 
American society, such as, truth, fairness, justice, loyalty, 
and freedom. Students will examine personal character 
traits including trustworthiness, citizenship, respect, 
fairness, responsibility, and caring (e.g., Six Pillars of 
Character). They will analyze the qualities of being a 
leader and leadership in their home and school. 
Students will analyze privileges they have at home and 
school and understand why and how benefits are 
granted or taken away. They recognize that people can 

make rules and leaders can enforce them both at home 
and at school.  "
GEOGRAPHY 
Students will recognize the purpose of maps and globes 
as a model of Earth and a representation of Earth’s 
features. They will be able to locate Kansas, the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, Atlantic Ocean and Pacific 
Ocean on a map. Students will make a map to represent 
a location important to them. They will map physical 
(natural) and human (man-made) features of their 
school surroundings. Students will observe and identify 
local weather conditions and patterns. They will 
investigate ways people depend on the physical 
environment to meet their needs and wants (e.g. water, 
food, fuel). Students will evaluate how the physical 
environment impacts humans (e.g. choices of clothing, 
housing, crops, and recreation). They will use their 
understanding about the physical environment to 
identify ways people can be good stewards to maintain 
or improve the quality of their environment.  "
ECONOMICS 
Students will recognize that people and families cannot 
have everything they want so they have to make 
choices. They will investigate that choices made by a 
family are based on wants and needs. Students will 
understand that people have jobs to earn money in 
order to meet needs and wants. They will evaluate the 
concept of exchange and how families use money to 
purchase goods and services. Students will analyze the 
benefits to themselves and a family of saving money in a 
bank for future needs and wants. !

Mathematics 

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

 • Represent and solve addition and subtraction          
problems up to 20 by using objects, drawings, 
and equations with the unknown quantity in all 
positions (e.g., ? + 14 = 20, 12 + ? = 18, 7 - ? = 4, ? 
– 5 = 9).  

 • Apply properties and relationships of operations          
to add and subtract (e.g., If 8 + 3 = 11, then 3 + 8 
= 11; 11 – 3 = 8, and 11 – 8 = 3.).  

 • Understand that subtraction problems can be          
solved by using addition. For example, 10 
subtract 8 can be solved by finding the number 
that makes ten when added to 8.  

THE NUMBER AND OPERATION IN BASE TEN 

 • Count to 120 starting at any number less than          
120. 

 • Understand place values of two-digit numbers          
(tens and ones). 

 • Use place value understanding to add and          
subtract (e.g., In adding two-digit numbers, we 

add tens and tens, ones and ones; and 
sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten.).  

MEASUREMENT & DATA 

 • Order objects by length and express the length of          
an object in whole number length units of 
another object (e.g., The pencil is six paperclips 
long.). 

 • Tell and write time to the hour and half-hour using          
analog and digital clocks, including using 
expressions such as “three-thirty is half-past 3.” 

 • Organize, represent, and interpret data with up          
to three categories (e.g., dog, cat, and bird); ask 
and answer questions about the data (e.g., How 
many total data points? How many more or less is 
there of one category than another?).  

GEOMETRY 

 • Reason with shapes based on their attributes          
(e.g., Triangles are closed figures & have three 
sides.).  

 • Partition (divide equally) circles and rectangles          
into two and four equal shares. Describe the 
shares using the words halves, fourths, & quarters.



 

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME

English Language Arts: At home, you and your child 
can: 

 • Sound out words when reading together.           

 • Answer questions about stories your child is          
reading.  

 • Use parts of the story to explain thinking.           

 • Practice reading both orally and silently.           

 • Tell and write about a sequence of events in your          
child’s life. Encourage your child to write about 
what happened first, next, and last.  

 • Use letter sounds to figure out how to spell words.           

 • Keep a personal journal or diary to tell your child’s          
own stories.  
For additional online support, refer to 
www.readkiddoread.com, www.wonderopolis.org, 
www.pbs.org, or cgcs.schoolwires.net.  

For Student Writing Samples, refer to 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/
Appendix_C.pdf

Mathematics: At home, you and your child can: 
 • Solve real-life word problems. For example: there        

are 12 apples in a basket. Some apples are green, 
and some apples are red. How many of each color 
apple could there be? Ask your child how they 
solved this problem using drawings or objects.  

 • Measure the length of a table with spoons laying          
the spoons end to end. Then, measure the length 
of a book with spoons. Compare the lengths of the 
table and the book and discuss why the 
measurements are different.  

 • Solve addition problems using place value. 24 + 20          
= 44 because adding 20 and 20 equals 40, and 
adding 4 ones and 0 ones equals 4 ones. Adding 40 
and 4 equals 44.  

 • Ask friends to state which of three flavors of ice          
cream is their favorite. Create a graph of the data. 
Ask each other questions about the data. For 
example: How many people did we ask? How many 
people are in each category? How many more or 
how many fewer people chose chocolate than 
chose strawberry ice cream?  

 
For additional online support, refer to 
www.funbrain.com, www.coolmath 4kids.com, or 
cgcs.schoolwires.net. !
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