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2nd Grade 
Course of Study

Second grade instructional programs in USD 379 are committed to helping each child meet the 
academic and intellectual competencies expected at this grade level and become active, 
engaged learners in a classroom setting. The following summary of the instructional program 
provides an overview of the second grade year. The second grade program builds on skills and 
knowledge children have learned in second grade and at home. It encourages critical thinking, 
creativity, and respect for self and others. Expectations are modified or expanded to meet a 
child’s needs and abilities. 

Curriculum standards are what all grade-level students are expected to know and be able to do 
by the end of a school year. Key concepts and standards of second grade education are 
included. If you would like a complete description of second grade standards, they can be 
downloaded from the Kansas State Department of Education website. 

If you have questions about curriculum, please contact your child’s teacher. 

English Language Arts 
READING - Foundations, Literature, and Informational 
Text 

 • Identify the main topic and purpose of a text,          
including what the author  
wants to describe or explain.  

 • Use text features (e.g., captions, bold print,          
glossaries, indexes) to locate key information in 
a text.  

 • Decode words using long and short vowels,          
vowel teams (e.g., ai, ea, ou), and prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g., re-, un-, dis-, -ed, -es, -ly).  

WRITING  

 • Write opinion pieces that introduce topics or          
books, state an opinion, supply reasons that 
support the opinion, and provide a closing 
statement.  

 • Write narratives that retell events; include          
important details that describe actions, 
thoughts, and feelings; and write a closing 
statement.  

 • Recall or gather information from sources to          
answer a question.  

LANGUAGE  

 • Produce, expand, and rearrange                       
complete simple and compound 
sentences.  

 • Distinguish shades of meaning among                       
verbs and adjectives (e.g., toss, throw, 
hurl; thin, slender, scrawny).  

 • Use a root word as a clue to the                       
meaning of an unknown word with the 
same root (e.g., addition, additional).  

Science Topics: 
• Structure and Properties of Matter 
• Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 
• Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth 
• Engineering Design



Social Studies: Then and Now 
HISTORY 
Students will recognize and evaluate continuity and 
change over time through the study of daily life of a 
Plains Indian family, a pioneer family, and a modern 
family. They will study how and why modes of 
transportation and communication have changed over 
time. Students will analyze why people immigrate and 
what immigrants contribute to Kansas. They will 
recognize and evaluate how inventors and important 
inventions from the past influence their daily life today 
using examples from the United States and the world. 
Students will investigate the significance of the 
Declaration of Independence that set forth America as 
a separate country. They will recognize and draw 
conclusions about why major United States landmarks, 
historic sites, and The Star Spangled Banner are 
important.	


CIVICS/GOVERNMENT  
Introduction to basic concepts of rules and laws as they 
apply to today and in the past. Students will recognize 
the citizens have responsibilities. They will identify and 

demonstrate key attributes of good citizens and analyze 
what makes a good leader for their classroom or school. 
Students will recognize that many rules in America today 
and in the past are from the U.S. Constitution. They will 
use their knowledge about rules and citizenship to 
create rules for their classroom. 	
!
GEOGRAPHY 

Students will make and use maps. Students will 
investigate how people and weather may cause 
change to a place. 	


ECONOMICS  .  

Students will recognize and evaluate that people make 
choices about resources and that those choices have 
consequences. They will investigate how to make 
effective decisions as a consumer, producer, saver, 
investor, and citizen. Students will draw conclusions 
about how people meet their wants and needs in the 
past and today. 	


Mathematics 

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

 • Solve word problems involving addition and          
subtraction within 100.  

 • Add and subtract within 20 using strategies such          
as creating easier or known sums (e.g., 6 + 7 = 6 + 
6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13) and breaking a number apart 
leading to a 10 (e.g., 13 - 4 = 13 - 3 - 1 = 10 - 1 = 
9) to develop fluency (being fast and accurate).  

 • Use repeated addition (e.g., 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 = 20) to          
find total number of objects arranged in rows 
and columns to set the foundation for later work 
with multiplication.  

THE NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN  

 • Understand place value to the 100s (the digits of          
a three-digit number represent hundreds, tens, 
and ones).  

 • Count, read, write, and compare numbers within          
1,000.  

 • Use place value understanding and properties of          
operations (e.g., commutative property; 12 + 8 = 
20, 8 + 12 = 20) to add and subtract within 100.  !

MEASUREMENT AND DATA  

 • Estimate and measure lengths in standard units          
(e.g., inches, feet, centimeters, meters) using 
rulers, yardsticks, and meter sticks.  

 • Tell and write time to the nearest five minutes          
using analog and digital clocks.  

 • Represent and interpret measurement data          
using bar graphs, picture graphs, and line plots. 

GEOMETRY 

 • Recognize and draw shapes based on a given          
number of angles and faces (e.g., pentagons 
have five angles; cubes have six equivalent 
surfaces called “faces”). 

 • Partition (equally divide) rectangles into rows          
and columns. 

 • Partition circles and rectangles into two, three, or          
four equal shares, describing the shares as 
halves, half of, thirds, a third of, fourths, quarters, 
etc.  

                  



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME

English Language Arts: At home, you and your child 
can: 

 • Read and discuss books together.           

 • Talk about characters, settings, and events when          
reading stories together.  

 • Discuss stories your child is reading. Ask questions          
about the story; have your child use parts of the 
story to explain his/her thinking using complete 
sentences.  

 • Read nursery rhymes and sing songs (e.g., ABC          
song; Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star) with your child.  

 • Set-up a writing station at home where your child          
can write and draw. Provide paper, markers, 
crayons, and other materials to encourage writing 
and drawing.  

  For additional online support, refer to            
www.starfall.com, pbskids.org/read, or 

For Student Writing Samples, refer to 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/
Appendix_C.pdf	


Mathematics: At home, you and your child can: 
 • Solve real-life word problems. Look for        

two-digit addition and subtraction 
situations at home. Encourage your child 
to use drawings and explanations when 
solving problems. Have them create a 
word problem on their own for you. Ask 
questions to promote thinking such as:  
What’s a good place to start? Does this 
problem remind you of another problem? 
Can you tell me what is happening in the 
story? What are you trying to figure out? 
Can you prove your thinking?  

 • Add and subtract mentally with numbers        
up to 100. Have your child share how they 
solved the problem. Did they use the 
strategy of using addition to solve a 
subtraction problem?  

 • Look for shapes around the house. Have        
your child identify angles and faces. Ask 
your child to make shapes out of materials 
around the house. Have them share 
brownies or crackers (rectangular shapes) 
and pizza and cookies (circular shapes), 
making two, three, or four equal shares.  

 • Work with money, time, and measurement        
in real-world situations. For example, 
create a schedule, count your change, or 
measure objects around the house.  !

For additional online support, refer to 
www.coolmath4kids.com, 
illuminations.nctm.org/ActivitySearch.aspx, 
www.dreambox.com/second- grade-math-
lessons, or cgcs.schoolwires.net.  
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