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3rd Grade 
Course of Study

Third grade instructional programs in USD 379 are committed to helping each child meet the 
academic and intellectual competencies expected at this grade level and become active, 
engaged learners in a classroom setting. The following summary of the instructional program 
provides an overview of the third grade year. The third grade program builds on skills and 
knowledge children have learned in second grade and at home. It encourages critical thinking, 
creativity, and respect for self and others. Expectations are modified or expanded to meet a child’s 
needs and abilities. 

Curriculum standards are what all grade-level students are expected to know and be able to do by 
the end of a school year. Key concepts and standards of third grade education are included. If you 
would like a complete description of third grade standards, they can be downloaded from the 
Kansas State Department of Education website. 

If you have questions about curriculum, please contact your child’s teacher. 

English Language Arts 
READING – Foundations, Literature, and Informational 
Text 

 • Describe the traits, motivations, or feelings of          
characters in a story and  
how their actions impact the story’s events.  

 • Use text features and information gained from          
illustrations (like key words, maps, and 
photographs) to understand and locate 
information relevant to a given topic.  

 • Decode and figure out the meaning of          
multisyllable words using prefixes and suffixes 
(including the Latin suffixes -able, -ment, and -
tion).  

WRITING  

 • Write informative texts to examine a                       
topic and present ideas and information 
clearly.  

 • Write opinion pieces on topics or texts.                       
Support a point of view and include 
reasons or information for that point of 
view.  

 • Write pieces that include an introduction,                       
reasons for his/her opinion, and a closing 
statement or section.  

LANGUAGE  

 • Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives,                       
and adverbs correctly when writing and 
speaking.  

 • Spell words correctly (e.g., sitting, smiled,                       
happiness).  

 • Use a root word as a clue to the meaning                       
of an unknown word with the same root 
(e.g., company, companion).  

!

Science Topics: 
• Forces and Interactions 
• Inheritance and Variation of Traits: Life Cycles and Traits 
• Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems: Environmental Impacts on Organisms 
• Weather and Climate 
• Engineering Design



 

Mathematics 

OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

 • Understand properties of multiplication (e.g., If 6          
x 4 = 24, then 4 x 6 = 24. Also, 3 x 5 x 2 can be 
solved by 3 x 5 = 15, and 15 x 2 = 30).  

 • Fluently (quickly and accurately) multiply and          
divide within 100 using the relationship between 
multiplication and division (e.g., 32 ÷ 8 can be 
solved by finding ? x 8 = 32).  

THE NUMBER AND OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN  

 • Add and subtract within 1,000 using strategies          
based on place value and/or the relationship 
between addition and subtraction (e.g., 
evaluate 480 – 195 by finding 195 + ? = 480).  

 • Multiply one-digit numbers by multiples of 10          
using place value (e.g., 8 x 90 = 8 x 9 x 10 = 72 x 
10 = 720).  

THE NUMBER AND OPERATIONS- FRACTIONS 

 • Represent a fraction on a number line (e.g., from          
0 to 1 is the whole, and the whole can be 
partitioned to show fractions such as 1/4, 1/2, 
and 3/4).  

 • Explain equivalent fractions as fractions of the          
same size (e.g., 1/2 = 2/4, and 4/6 = 2/3) using 
visual models or a number line.  

MEASUREMENT AND DATA  

 • Solve problems involving measurement and          
estimation of time in minutes, liquid volumes, and 
masses of objects using grams (g), kilograms (kg), 
and liters (l).  

 • Determine area and recognize perimeter as an          
attribute of plane (flat) figures, including finding 
an unknown side length and exhibiting 
rectangles with 
the same perimeter and different areas or with 
the same area and different perimeters.  

 • Ask questions to collect, organize, and represent          
data in a picture graph, bar graph, number line, 
or frequency table.  

GEOMETRY 

 • Understand shapes in different categories (e.g.,          
rectangles, rhombuses, etc.) may share 
attributes (e.g., having four sides), and the 
shared attributes can define a larger category 
(e.g., quadrilaterals).  

 • Partition shapes into equal areas. Express those        
areas as a fraction of the whole (e.g., partition a 
shape into 4 equal parts. The area of one part is 
1/4 of the area of the shape.).  

!
                  



Social Studies: Community 
HISTORY 
Students will recognize and evaluate the significant 
people and events that shaped their home town and/a 
major city in Kansas, and other cities of the world. They 
will analyze how these people and events contributed 
to the way the citizens of their town/city and citizens of 
other metropolitan areas are perceived and function 
today. Students will understand the motivation and 
accomplishments of notable individuals, particularly 
early settlers, entrepreneurs, and civic and cultural 
leaders specific to their home town. They will analyze the 
impact of experiences of groups of people who have 
contributed to the development of towns/cities. They will 
analyze the experiences of groups of people who have 
made historical and cultural contributions to their 
community and compare it with other communities. 
Students will investigate the significance of events, 
holidays and ceremonies that are important to their 
community.!

CIVICS/GOVERNMENT  
Students will recognize and evaluate the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens. Students will examine their role 
as citizens of the community. They will determine how 
people can participate in government and analyze why 
choosing to participate is important. Students will 
investigate ways that responsible citizens can fulfill their 
civic duty such as by engaging in one or more of the 
following opportunities: serving the common good, 
being law abiding, showing respect for others, 
volunteering, serving the public in an elected or 
appointed office, and/or joining the military.  
Public services, rule of law, and shared ideals are the 
foundations that guide the structure and function of 
government. In this unit students will examine the 
services provided by local governments. They will 
describe the types, characteristics, and services of 
political units, such as city, county, state, and country. 
Students will investigate the function of local 
governments. They will recognize that all towns/cities in 
the United States have laws, and all citizens have equal 
rights and responsibilities as set forth in both the state 
and U.S. Constitution. Students will define the rule of law 
as it applies to individuals, family, school, and local 
governments. Students will recognize and evaluate the 
shared ideals in the United States, such as the right to 
vote and freedom of religion and speech.  !
GEOGRAPHY 

Students will investigate settlement patterns to draw 
conclusions about a sense of place, first in their 

community and then in relation to other cities. Students 
will compare and contrast the citizens in their 
community with those of another city in the context of 
their geographic, cultural, political and social 
characteristics. Then students will recognize and 
evaluate the importance of a prominent immigrant 
group in their community. They will examine the causes 
and consequences of the immigrant group’s choice of 
settlement location, investigate its economic and 
cultural contributions to their town/city, and compare 
that Kansas settlement with immigrant settlements in 
other cities. Students will investigate the human 
characteristics of the citizens of their own and other 
communities around the world, such as languages, 
customs, and food. Students will recognize the 
consequences of people living in a community and how 
it impacts that environment over time and conversely 
how the physical environment impacts human activity in 
their community. They will analyze how communities 
interact, using their community as the model.  
In this unit, students will learn how to use geographic 
tools and location to analyze the influence of physical 
features on decision making. Students will use maps, 
graphic representations, tools, and technologies to 
locate, use, and present information about people, 
places, and environments. They will identify major 
landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources in 
Kansas and the world (including oceans and 
continents). They will distinguish physical features and 
political features of a map. Students will identify and 
compare the location, climate and ecosystems of their 
town/city to others in the world. They will compare 
characteristics among rural, suburban, and urban 
communities, such as, types of housing, agricultural 
activities, fuel consumption, recreation population 
density, and jobs. !

ECONOMICS  .  

Students will recognize that limited resources require 
people to make choices to satisfy their wants for goods 
and services. Students will examine how a market 
economy works in their community through buyers and 
sellers exchanging goods and services. They will 
examine the reason for economic specialization and 
how that leads to trade between communities. Students 
will describe how a market economy works and 
consider the role the economy has on travel between 
communities. They will understand that when borrowing 
money the consumer is receiving credit that must be 
repaid. Students will explore what goods and services in 
their community are paid for by taxes. They will consider 
how people’s wants and needs are met through 
spending and saving decisions. Students will explore the 
consequences of borrowing and lending. !



!!
Learning links SMART Math PAges

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME

English Language Arts: At home, you and your child 
can: 

 • Read news or magazine articles. Point out the          
maps and graphs.  

 • Read different types of books together        
(e.g., folktales, fables, myths). Discuss the 
central message, lesson, or moral of the 
story.  

 • Compare themes, settings, and plots from        
different stories written by the same 
author.  

 • Use informational books and the Internet        
to locate information; use the information 
to write informative text.  

 • Write every day by keeping a journal or        
diary with your child’s own stories or 
concepts he/she knows or learns.  

 • Add details and reasons to support your        
child’s opinions when writing.  

For Student Writing Samples, refer 
to http://www.corestandards.org/
assets/Appendix_C.pdf!

Mathematics: At home, you and your child can: 
 • Solve real-life word problems using all operations        

(e.g., How many toes are under the table while we 
eat dinner?) encouraging your child to think about 
situations that involve equal groups.  

 • Look for large numbers on packages, on signs, and          
in your home. Talk about the numbers (e.g., How 
much is 200 more? What if we buy 10 of them?).  

 • Use models when solving problems. Ask questions          
to promote thinking such as: What’s a good place 
to start? Does this problem remind you of another 
problem? Can you tell me what is happening in the 

story? What are you trying to figure out? Can you 
prove your thinking?  

 • Look for opportunities to use fractions. Have a          
fraction scavenger hunt at home or the grocery 
store. Share and compare strategies for real-life 
situations (e.g., You want to share one brownie 
among yourself and three others. How can you 
share equally? What happens to your share if you 
share with yourself and two others?).  
For additional online support, refer to 
www.aplusmath.com or illuminations. nctm.org/
ActivitySearch.aspx.  

!
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