
USD379 School District!
Curriculum & Instruction!

7th Grade 
Course of Study

Seventh grade instructional programs in USD 379 are committed to helping each child meet the 
academic and intellectual competencies expected at this grade level and become active, 
engaged learners in a classroom setting. The following summary of the instructional program 
provides an overview of the seventh grade year. The seventh grade program builds on skills and 
knowledge children have learned in sixth grade and at home. It encourages critical thinking, 
creativity, and respect for self and others. Expectations are modified or expanded to meet a 
child’s needs and abilities. 

Curriculum standards are what all grade-level students are expected to know and be able to do 
by the end of a school year. Key concepts and standards of seventh grade education are 
included. If you would like a complete description of seventh grade standards, they can be 
downloaded from the Kansas State Department of Education website. 

If you have questions about curriculum, please contact your child’s teacher. 

English Language Arts 
READING - Literature and Informational Text 

 • Read to determine an author’s point-of-view or          
purpose in a nonfiction work; analyze how the 
author takes a position different from other 
authors. For example, students may read 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an 
American Slave and compare the author’s 
purpose to another narrative from a different 
perspective on the same topic.  

 • Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a          
time, place, or character and a historical 
account of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history.  

WRITING  

 • Organize and focus writing, including                       
supporting statements and conclusions 
with evidence, and show that the 
evidence is accurate and reliable.  

 • Write narratives that use precise words                       
and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 
and sensory language to capture the 
action and convey experiences and 
events.  

 • Conduct short research projects to                       
answer a question by using multiple 
sources and generating additional 
related questions for further 
investigation.  

 • Develop arguments with clear reasons                       
and relevant evidence.  

LANGUAGE  

• Figure out the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on seventh grade 
reading and content by choosing from a range of 
strategies such as using context clues, applying Greek 
or Latin affixes (e.g., replace, replaceable, 
irreplaceable), or consulting reference materials such 
as dictionaries and glossaries. 

!

Science Topics: 
• MS.Structure and Properties of 

Matter 
• MS.Chemical Reactions 
• MS.Forces and Interactions 
• MS.Energy 
• MS.Waves and Electromagnetic 

Radiation 

• MS.Structure, Function, and 
Information Processing 

• MS.Growth, Development, and 
Reproduction of Organisms 

• MS.Matter and Energy in 
Organisms and Ecosystems 

• MS.Interdependent Relationships 
in Ecosystems 

• MS.Natural Selection and 
Adaptations 

• MS.Space Systems 
• MS.History of Earth 
• MS.Earth's Systems 
• MS.Weather and Climate 
• MS.Human Impacts 
• MS.Engineering Design



Mathematics 

EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS 

• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent 
expressions (e.g., Using the following, 3 x 21 = 60 + 3 we 
can write: 3(2x + 1) = 6x + 3.). 

THE NUMBER SYSTEM 

• Apply and extend operations with fractions to add, 
subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers 
(fractions, decimals, and positive and negative whole 
numbers). 

!
!

STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY 

• Compute the theoretical probability of chance events 
and compare this with experimental results. 

RATIOS AND PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

• Solve real-world problems using fractions, decimals, 
percents, and rates. 

GEOMETRY 

 • Draw, construct, and describe geometric figures          
(angles, triangles, prisms, pyramids, etc.) and 
describe the relationships between them.  

 • Solve real-life and mathematical problems          
involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

Social Studies: Kansas History & 
Geography !
  !  Early Peoples, Exploration, and Drawing             

Boundaries (7000 BCE – 1854 CE)  

  !  Statehood and the Civil War (1854 – 1865)              

  !  Kansas: To the Stars through Difficulty (1865 –             
1890s)  

  !  Progress and Reform (1860s – 1920s)              

  !  Good Times and Bad (1920s – 1940s)              

  !  Kansas and a Changing World (1950’s –             
2000s)  

  !  Kansas and a Modern World (1970s – Present)              
Standards  

 1. Choices have consequences.           

 2. Individuals have rights and responsibilities.           

 3. Societies are shaped by beliefs, idea, and          
diversity.  

 4. Societies experience continuity and change          
over time.  

 5. Relationships between people, place, idea, and          

environments are dynamic.!!

!
!
! ! !  Introduction to Geography          

  !  Physical Geography: The Earth and             
Landforms  

  !  Physical Geography: Physical Systems              

  !  Human Geography: Culture              

  !  Human Geography: Government,             
Economics, and Religion  

  !  Human Interactions with the Earth and             
Environment  
Standards  

 1. Choices have consequences.           

 2. Individuals have rights and responsibilities.           

 3. Societies are shaped by beliefs, idea, and          
diversity.  

 4. Societies experience continuity and change          
over time.  

!
!



 

Learning links SMART Math PAges

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME

English Language Arts: At home, you and your child 
can: 

! •! Research a family day outing by using the          
Internet or library to explore the museums, parks, 
or special events in your community. Have your 
child plan a day of local exploration through his/
her research for you and your family to enjoy.  

 • Share articles or current events from national news          
organizations online or in newspapers or 
magazines, and ask your child about his/her 
opinions. Ask your child to find facts from the 
articles to support his/her opinions.  

 • Find out what type of books your child likes to          
read. Does your child enjoy literary or nonfiction 
texts? If your child enjoys specific hobbies  

or genres, encourage him/her to read books or find 
Web sites on the Internet that provide more 
information on specific interests. Encourage your 
child to find a book on a topic he/she enjoys, and 
schedule time for your child to tell you about 
what he/she learned from the text.  !

  For additional online support, refer to         
www.pta.org/4446.htm. !

Mathematics: At home, you and your child can: 
 • When looking at a grocery receipt, ask your child          

what percent of your total bill was tax? What 
percent was spent on certain types of goods?  

 • Make a scale drawing of a room. Compute        
the perimeter, area, and volume of the 
room, objects, etc.  

 • Use magazine illustrations to find objects        
that form angles of various degrees. 
Measure the angles with a protractor.  

 • Flip a penny 50 times and record the        
results. Then spin the penny on 
a hard surface 50 times and record the 
results. Compare the results of the 
experiments to each other and determine 
the number of times you would expect 
each result to occur.  !

  For additional online support, refer to         
www.brightstorm.com/math, 
www.mathforum.org/dr/math, or 
KahnAcademy.org.  

For Student Writing Samples, 
refer to http://
www.corestandards.org/assets/
Appendix_C.pdf!

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf

