
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 14, 2022 

 

Dear Depew School-Community, 

  

Recently the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) has authorized schools in Erie 

County to begin utilizing the commonly used Test to Stay (TTS) strategy that limits 

student quarantines.  TTS is already in place in many areas of New York State and across 

the country. This has been implemented to help decrease the number of unvaccinated 

students placed in a mandatory quarantine after it is determined that they are a close 

contact to a person that has tested positive for COVID in the school setting. 

  

Our district has been preparing for this opportunity, and expect to be implementing this 

program next week.  We will communicate directly with the families of students who 

may begin participating in this program on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, with the program 

officially beginning on Wednesday, January 19, 2022. 

  

According to the ECDOH, TTS is defined as follows: 

P-12 students who are not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and who are exposed to 

COVID-19 while in a school setting may attend in-person classes (instruction/academic 

periods), even while under mandatory quarantine orders, if: 

1. the student is symptom free, and 

2. the school has received consent for the student to undergo testing using a regimen 

recommended by NYSDOH, 

3. and the student tests negative on each school day after exposure. 

TTS is available only to Erie County P-12 students, not school staff, at this time. 

  

Basically, TTS will allow parents of unvaccinated students identified as a close contact of 

a positive case in school, and required to serve a mandatory quarantine, to keep their kids 

in school by having them test 2 times over a 5-day period.  The rapid COVID-19 antigen 

test would be provided and administered here at school. 

  

Please note, the ECDOH requires that a student participating in the TTS program would 

be allowed to attend school for the academic day provided they remain asymptomatic and 

the test result is negative. The same student would still be considered in quarantine 

outside of the school day as per ECDOH, and would not be allowed to participate in 

interscholastic athletics, fine arts, or other extracurricular events. 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Additional details of the TTS strategy, as required by the ECDOH, include: 

 Parental consent is required.  We will provide parents the required TTS 

permission form at the appropriate time. 

 The exposure must have occurred in the school setting and while both the 

person with COVID-19 and exposed person were consistently and properly 

masked. 

 The exposed person remains asymptomatic.  

 The exposed person is tested a minimum of 2 times during the 5-day period 

following exposure, unless recognition of the exposure is delayed or 

weekends or school breaks intervene.  

 The 5-day period is measured in calendar days where the last date of exposure 

is considered day 0. The first test should be done as soon as possible after 

exposure is identified (i.e., the first day the student is in school after identified 

exposure).  

 All testing will take place in the either the High School Multi-Purpose Room 

for our students 6th thru 12th grade from 7:00am to 8:00am and in the Cayuga 

Heights Elementary Cafeteria for our students Pre-K thru 5th grade from 

8:30am to 9:30am; prior to the student reporting to class.  Further specific 

information regarding procedures and parking (for parents who drive their 

child) will be provided to parents whose child will be participating in the TTS 

program. 

 Please note that students participating in TTS are allowed to continue to ride 

the school bus following all existing guidance, including required masking. 

However, ECDOH strongly recommends that parents/guardians provide 

personal transportation for students participating in TTS, in order to limit 

the amount of further close contacts.  

 If a student tests positive for COVID during this process, the student will be 

excluded/isolated per existing procedures and contact tracing will commence 

by the district. 

  

Our schools continue to be a safe place for students and staff during the pandemic period. 

Although the reported cases of COVID in our community have risen, we have not 

experienced any significant evidence that COVID transmission occurs in our schools. 

This is in large part due to the numerous and layered mitigation strategies that we have 

employed to make schools one of the safest places in our community.  Thank you for 

your continued trust, support and patience.  

  

Sincerely, 

  

Jeffrey R. Rabey Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 


