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RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

IMPLEMENTS NEW ISBE/IDPH GUIDELINES 
 

On January 11, 2022, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) released their updated guidance for 
isolation and quarantine.  This new guidance reduces the isolation/quarantine period for students or 
staff members sick with COVID-19 or considered a close contact to five (5) days.  This is in line with 
recommendations made by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and adopted by the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH). 
 
Effective immediately, the Richland County School District will implement this new guidance.  Staff and 
students who are currently impacted by a quarantine order may now have a revised return to school 
date.  Below are tables from IDPH that summarize the new isolation/quarantine guidelines. 
 

If you test positive for 
COVID-19 (exclusion) 

Everyone, regardless of vaccination status, must do the 
following: 
• Stay home for a minimum of five days and a maximum of 
10 days after the first day of symptoms or the specimen 
collection date from positive viral test for asymptomatic 
persons. 
• Continue to wear a mask around others for five more days 
after returning to school. 
Individuals may return to school after five days if 
asymptomatic or if fever-free without fever reducing 
medication for 24 hours, diarrhea/vomiting have ceased for 24 
hours, and other symptoms have improved.  

If you have COVID-19-like 
symptoms (exclusion) 

Everyone, regardless of vaccination status, must 
immediately be excluded from school until: 
• Receiving a negative test result that confirms the 
symptoms are not attributable to COVID-19; or 
• For a minimum of five days and a maximum of 10 days 
until fever free without fever reducing medication for 24 
hours, diarrhea/vomiting have ceased for 24 hours, and 
other symptoms have improved. 



Individuals must continue to wear a mask around others for 
five more days after returning to school. 
Those testing positive should be excluded from school and 
follow guidance for persons testing positive. 

If you were exposed 
to someone with COVID-19 
and have no COVID-19-like 
symptoms (exclusion) 

The following people are close contacts* who must be 
excluded from school: 
• Students and staff who are not fully vaccinated 
(completed primary series). 
• Students and staff aged 18 years and older who have 
received primary COVID-19 vaccine doses but have not 
received a booster dose when eligible (“unboosted”). 
 

The following people are not close contacts* who require 
exclusion: 
• A student who was within 3 to 6 feet in a classroom 
setting for least 15 minutes with a confirmed or probable 
student case if both case and contact were consistently 
masked for the entire exposure period. 
• Students and staff aged 18 years and older who have 
received all recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses, 
including boosters and additional primary doses for some 
immunocompromised people. 
• A student aged 5-17 years who completed the primary 
series of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
• An individual on school transportation within 3 to 6 feet if 
both the confirmed case and the exposed individual were 
consistently and correctly masked during the entire 
exposure period and windows were opened (front, middle, 
and back, or overhead) to allow for good ventilation or 
HEPA filters were in use during transit. 
• An individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
past 90 days from date of exposure. 
• An individual who is solely exposed to a confirmed case 
while outdoors; however, schools may coordinate with their 
local health department to determine the necessity of 
exclusion for higher-risk outdoor exposures. 
These individuals must wear a mask around others for 10 
days and may consider testing for COVID-19 on day five, if 
possible. Those testing positive should be excluded from 
school and follow guidance for persons testing positive. 

 
 


