
Hello families of St. John-Endicott Students!

I hope this message finds you enjoying the warm days of summer.

It has been a busy summer of information gathering as schools around the state make
plans to return to full in-person learning P-12. This letter is shared to provide you with
information regarding the opening of our schools.

1. Masks and COVID Protocols:

On Wednesday, July 28th, Governor Inslee announced that masks will be required to be
worn in all Washington public schools; by all students, staff and visitors regardless of
vaccination status. Following this announcement the Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI) Chris Reykdal also shared information with state superintendents and
school directors. The most current Department of Health (DOH) guidelines are posted on
our website.

As Whitman County Superintendents, we strongly believe that this should be a local
decision made by our communities. While many were hoping and planning on a less
restrictive return this fall, the Governor’s office, the Department of Health, Labor and
Industries, and OSPI have made it clear that ignoring this mandate is not an option for
us as a district. The consequences to districts, boards, administration and staff are real and
severe if the mandate is not followed. St. John-Endicott schools will be following the
mandate of masks in school and thank you for your continued support.

Having said this, I do know that there is a strong grassroots effort to create change to the
governor's mandate. I will continue to follow this work and keep you posted on any changes
to our current guidelines for opening.

The good news from these above-mentioned agencies is that we will NO longer have to do
daily temperature checks or attestation sign offs upon entry to the school sites. Also,
distancing has been returned to three feet where possible with a focus on setting up for
in-person teaching as normal as possible.

Finally, students will NOT be wearing masks during physical activities in PE class, recess or
during any class activity held outdoors. Guidance for extra curricular sports has not been
released upon the sending of this email. Once WIAA releases this information it will be
forwarded to all families.

2. Critical Race Theory (CRT)



We will NOT be teaching Critical Race Theory at any age level. We are under NO state or
OSPI guidelines to do this type of teaching. Furthermore, our focus will remain on what’s
best for ALL our students.

The only state legislative guideline that we are to follow; states that all district staff are
provided training which focuses on instructional strategies that support all students in being
successful, as well as being sure that we are meeting the needs of all our student learners
(being inclusive of all).

3. Sexual Health Education

Sexual Health Education will NOT be taught without a proper process involving parents and
community.  We will continue to represent the values of our St. John and Endicott
communities.  Also, there is an “opt out” process with this type of curriculum, so no family
has to be involved at any point.

We will continue to do what we already are doing, AIDS/HIV (middle/high), and puberty
education in grade 5. These things are currently done by Nurse Cindy. We also use PBIS
and Character Strong to support all student needs.

It is my hope that we will continue to stay strong together. Much of what we hear has
become a way to divide people. We are stronger together and it is more important than
ever that we work together to provide the best opportunities for all our P-12 students. We
greatly appreciate the support of our St. John and Endicott communities.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me regarding this email.

Respectfully,

Suzanne Schmick
Superintendent
sschmick@sjeschools.org
509-648-3336 ext. 132 (St. John)
509-657-3523 ext. 104 (Endicott)
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