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June 10, 2020 
 
Dear Endicott and St. John School Families,  
 
Our official school year will soon be winding down (June 18, 2020).  In both our buildings, 
staff are left with a heavy heart as we all had been hopeful of a return to our buildings earlier 
in time. Opportunities to see students in person really creates an energy level that just cannot 
be duplicated electronically.  I witnessed this myself and with other staff members during 
our recent programs of high school graduation and eighth grade promotion.   
 
Please know that your children P-12 have truly been missed in so many ways.  We will 
work hard to get back to our buildings by late August.   
 
In a communication to you last week, I shared with you that I would work to keep you up-
to-date on developments surrounding the reopening of our schools.  Please note the updates 
below as they relate to school reopening and recent announcements.   
 

1.  Statewide Reopening of Schools  
 

Last week I shared with you the fact that a large statewide committee including 
health and education professionals had been meeting to prepare the statewide 
guidelines for reopen schools across the state of Washington.   
 
I was notified today that the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI)/Department of Health Guidelines will be released to schools on Thursday of 
this week (June 11, 2020).  We do anticipate that the guidance will include both 
face-to-face and distance learning models.   
 
Once we have received these guidelines from the OSPI/Dept. of Health, it is our plan 
to form a multi-member task force to assist in the planning for the safe and healthy 
return of all our staff and students in the St. John and Endicott buildings.  The task 
force will initially include representatives from the school boards, business office, 
administration, transportation, maintenance/custodial, food service departments, 
school nurse, classified and certificated employees, and athletic directors.  Parent 
representatives from both the Endicott and St. John communities will be asked to 
participate as well.  
 
The local SJE Task Force will focus on unpacking the state guidelines, and putting 
together our SJE Schools Reopening Plan, including work timelines and details of all 
state and regional health and educational requirements.  The task force will begin 
their work next week.    
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Within the next two weeks all our St. John and Endicott parents will be asked to be 
part of a survey gathering information reflecting on our Continuous Learning plan 
used this spring and your desires for the fall.  In some ways, I do feel like we all 
want the same thing…to return to our buildings, however, I want to be sure we hear 
all voices and that we have an opportunity to gather any concerns you may have as 
we move forward with our school reopening planning.  Be watching for your parent 
survey to arrive by email. 
 

2.  THANK YOU!  
 

Congratulations to both our 2020 Senior class and our ESJ Eighth Grade class on 
their recent ceremonies held in St. John and Endicott. My thanks go out to both the 
building staff members who helped make these events a success.   
 
A special thanks to St. John Teleco and Eric Trump for working closely with our 
SJE staff member, Rich Hallenius, to provide YouTube and Facebook livestream 
coverage of both these events.  Thanks also to Bev Schauble for organizing the 2020 
Senior banner project in downtown St. John. These efforts really demonstrated why 
it is so wonderful to live in our small towns.  
 
And finally, a thank you to both communities of St. John and Endicott for your 
efforts to host celebration parades after each of these two ceremonies.  All the 
students and families involved all really seemed to have enjoyed themselves.   
 

3.  Fall 2020 Student Registration Packets 
 

Please don’t forget to return your student registration packets to the school office by 
means of drop off or mail-in options.  We look forward to hearing from you and 
making sure things will be ready for your return to school in late August. 
 

I know it is everyone’s hope, including mine, to return to our buildings.  This reality may 
include making some adjustments and being flexible with our service to students.  I will be 
sharing with you further details as they develop.  Thank you for your ongoing patience, I 
know this has been a challenging situation.  Stay Hopeful and Positive, I know we will work 
hard to create a good reopening plan for our staff and students.  You all are a wonderful 
group of parents, and we, as school districts, are blessed to be working with you all! 
 
Respectfully,  
Suzanne Schmick 
SJE Cooperative Superintendent 

 
 


