
 

             
 
June 4, 2020 
 

Dear Endicott and St. John School Families,  
 
I am hopeful this letter finds all of our families taking good care of one another.  Your health and safety 
continue to be of importance to us during this time of separation from our school buildings.  
 
These last months have been challenging for you all and for the school system in general.  I truly believe that 
sticking together and pushing forward will help our students achieve the normal balance that they so need 
and deserve.  There are many outside factors that are pressing in on schools and families at this time.  Again, 
I do encourage us to stay connected and supportive of one another now more than ever.  Our collective 
positive strength will help us handle all that is ahead of us as we work hard to return to our school buildings 
this fall.   
 
As we enter this time of planning and preparation for our return to school, I will keep you informed on all 
that will be involved in the next several weeks as we navigate state and regional Health Department 
Guidelines as well as, guidance from the state Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and the 
Governor’s office.  
 
Please note below three updates of interest for our St. John and Endicott schools.  
 

1.  THANK YOU! 
On behalf of the entire SJE Cooperative Staff, thank you parents, students and families for all you are 
doing to support learning during this challenging time. We know this has not been easy, and by far, 
is not a preferred way of learning. 

 
You all have helped us put in place the guidelines we were given from the state, and for this we are 
so very grateful.  This has and continues to be no easy task and has come with some added 
stress.  We all long for the return of our P-12 students here in our two buildings.  It will be our every 
effort to work toward this reality by August 31, 2020 our first day of school for the 2020-2021 school 
year. 

 
2. Statewide Reopening of Schools  

Currently a statewide committee of over 100 participants, including health and education 
professionals are meeting to prepare the statewide guidelines for reopening schools across the state 
of Washington.   

 
I am pleased to share with you that Endicott board member, Greta White, is part of this 
group.  Greta will be representing our small, rural schools.  At least a dozen other area health and 
education professionals also are helping give our Eastern Washington voice to this state 
committee.   

 
 
 
 

LEARNING, GROWING, SUCCEEDING TOGETHER 

ENDICOTT SCHOOL 
308 School Drive 

Endicott, WA 99125 
(509) 657-3523 

Fax: (509) 657-3521 
 

 

ST. JOHN SCHOOL 
301 W. Nob Hill 

St. John, WA 99171 
(509) 648-3336 

Fax: (509) 648-3451 
 



Reopening will involve both health and academic considerations.  Early comments from this 
statewide group indicate that they will determine reopening options for districts to choose from as 
they consider school start-up.  It is my hope that consideration will also be given to what statewide 
phase of the Governor’s Phased Opening Approach our county will be in at the time of our late 
August school start.  We will need support from our county health department to implement health 
guidelines they will require.  Schools are considered state agencies, and must follow all guidance 
from not only our regional health and education departments, but the state requirements as well.   

 
It is my understanding that the guidance of this statewide school reopening committee will arrive 
next week (Week of June 8, 2020).  It is quite possible that this guidance will include use of both 
face-to-face instruction and distance learning models.  I will keep you informed on what this 
guidance will include and our next steps for planning locally. We truly will need to work TOGETHER 
as partners as we prepare for the return of our P-12 students.   

 
 

3. Good News in the Midst of Challenge   
I am so happy to share with you two great news items that have been awarded to our St. John and 
Endicott districts.  Both these positive news items continue to reinforce the good work being done in 
both our Endicott and St. John buildings.  We all can be proud of these announcements. 

 
St. John Elementary 
Congratulations St. John Elementary staff and students! For the fourth time in the past five years, St. 
John Elementary has recently been recognized as a State of Washington School of Distinction, this 
year for Achievement in ELA, Mathematics, and Regular Attendance.  Attendance does make a 
difference.  We appreciate all the hard work of the staff and students.  A recognition banner will be 
sent to St. John school early this summer.   

 
Endicott School District 
Congratulations! Endicott School District has been awarded a state Small District Modernization 
Construction Grant in the amount of $2,170,000 to update the schools 1960’s addition HVAC system 
and to replace the late 1950’s boiler.  The grant represents a huge opportunity for the district to get 
this important work done.  Receiving this grant involved the dedicated hard work of many 
individuals locally and at the state legislative level. We truly appreciate all their collective efforts. 
Construction work will get underway in June and will be completed by October of this year, without 
delaying our school start-up. 

 
I appreciate the opportunity to continue working and serving our two communities.  Now, more than ever, 
we need to stay strong TOGETHER!  
 
Stay Safe, Stay Well, Stay Strong 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Suzanne Schmick 
SJE Cooperative Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 

 


