
 

             
April 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear St. John and Endicott Families,  
 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for ALL you are doing to keep things balanced for 
your children during this time of change. We are walking trails that are new to all of us. Yet, 
I am confident we will rise TOGETHER above this challenge and become stronger than we 
were before. I encourage us to consider, that in every challenge, opportunity awaits.   
 

I am providing the following updates to help keep our families connected to what we know 
at this time. Guidance from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has 
been changing weekly as new considerations are made around the COVID-19 virus and 
school closure/student learning. OSPI is working closely with the Governor’s office as these 
changes are rolled out. Again, I will work to keep you informed as quickly as these 
guidelines are given to our districts.   
 

You may find that other districts are at various places along the continuum of providing 
supports. Each district statewide has been given the latitude to do the very best that they can 
with the resources they have. The SJE staff and I are ready, willing and working hard to 
provide all that we can for our students and families. We are open to hearing how we can 
continue to support your needs.   
 

1. History of Events 
 

March 13: Governor Inslee makes statewide school closure announcement.   
 

March 16:  Last day to hold classes for the next 6 weeks. 
 

March 17-20: District learning teams made up of teachers, administration and classified 
workers meet to create our SJE Plan for the closure period as directed by OSPI and the 
Governor’s office. State Schools Superintendent Chris Reykdal directed that our plan 
include the following five components: 1.) Organize lunches for students, 2.) Provide last 
resort child care for hospital workers, 3.) Provide graduating seniors support for meeting 
their graduation requirements (Further guidance will be based on actions by the State Board 
of Education due on April 8), 4.) Offer educational support opportunities/resources for 
students in grades P-12 (these materials are to be of support in nature and are not to be 
required or graded), 5.) Provide support to all employees classified and certificated during 
this time (all workers are to assist in providing meaningful work to the district). 
 

March 23: SJE district launched “Grab and Go” lunches for pick-up at each building site 
and delivery on bus routes. SJE also launched “Student Educational Support 
Opportunities/Resources” in varied forms to meet the needs of all our students. These 
supports are being provided in the following ways: phone calls to families, emails to 
students on their school Google accounts (elementary/middle/high school), online resource 
supports including Google classroom and Zoom conferencing, printed resource packets (as 
communicated by individual teachers), which will be available for delivery during the lunch 
pick-up times from 11 AM-12 Noon – M-Th at both our building sites. Additionally, 
packets can be delivered on lunch bus routes or mailed directly to parents. Students should 
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be checking their Google email accounts often as teachers will be leaving messages related 
to the “Student Educational Support Opportunities/Resources.” Again, these resources are to 
support students, but will not be formally graded. Schools were asked to have these supports 
in place no later than March 30, 2020. 
 

March 30:  Lunches and resources continue to go out to students as guided by the OSPI 
five component guidelines mentioned earlier in this letter.   
 

April 27:  Governor’s current plan for students to return to school. This plan may be 
modified or extended. We will keep parents informed as that information comes from the 
Governor’s office.   
 

June 19:  Potential last day of school for students. This message comes from OSPI with the 
thought that if schools go until June 19, they will be allowed to waive their missed days 
from March and April.  More details will be forthcoming as the Governor makes further 
decisions about our school attendance.  
 

2.  Lunches and Other Community Food Supports  
 

“Grab and Go” lunches are being made for both our St. John and Endicott students. These 
lunches are available for pick-up at the school sites and bus route delivery between 11 AM-
12 Noon – Monday- Thursday of each week. For Endicott lunches contact Lorraine 
Salzman, lsalzman@sjeschools.org or (509) 657-3523 Ext. 107 and for St. John lunches 
Peggy Curtis, pcurtis@sjeschools.org or (509)648-3336 Ext. 104. 

 

**Lunches will not be distributed during the Week of April 6-10, 2020 due to Spring 
Break** 

 

During the week of April 6-10, both the Endicott and St. John Food Banks will be 
available to help support the needs of our local families.   

 

St. John Food Bank: contact Lori Miller at 509-688-4389 
Endicott Food Bank: contact Dave Gilman at 509-657-3823 

 

In talking with both Lori and Dave this week, they want to assure families they have plenty 
to share and encourage calls should you need that support. 

 

3. Technology Supplies and Services  
 

Chromebooks continue to be sent home to students that have indicated need. Mr. Hallenius, 
our SJE Technology Director (rhallenius @sjeschools.org) continues to reach out to families 
by phone and students through their Google accounts to make sure all individuals have 
access to the internet and the tools they need to support their learning enrichment.   
Elementary students are being guided by their teachers regarding technology connections 
and use. Middle and High School students are encouraged to check-in with their teachers 
using Google email accounts. Teachers are using these accounts and phone calls to connect 
with their students.   

 

Both phone companies in St. John (St. John Telco) and Endicott (Pioneer) have pledged to 
support families if they need internet service. We appreciate their support of our students.  
Please contact Mr. Hallenius if you are still in need of a Chromebook or internet support.   
 

4.  Student Educational Support Opportunities/Resources 
 

To date, our P-12 staff is working to provide learning enrichment opportunities in a variety 
of formats such as paper packets, online resources, phone contacts, and email. Materials 
have been delivered by lunch bus routes, at school office sites, and by regular mail. 
 



Students and families are asked to engage by phone or email with their teachers regarding 
the materials that have been posted online and/or delivered by bus or mail packets.   
 

To date, we have not been asked by OSPI to assess students’ work, rather we are to 
consider the materials as enrichment and thus are not graded.  
 

If this state guidance changes, related to further decisions made by Governor Inslee and 
OSPI, we will, of course, be providing this information to all our families.   
 

5. Staff Availability 
 

Staff are ready and willing to support the needs of our students and will be making 
themselves available by phone and email communications. Questions regarding materials 
being posted online from classroom teachers and packet materials can be directed to your 
child’s teacher(s). Building Principals Mark Purvine (mpurvine@sjeschools.org) and Bruce 
Porubek (bporubek@sjeschools.org) are also available to assist in making these connections 
with families and teachers.   

 

We welcome and invite all calls so we can work together to help keep our students 
successful and cared for during this challenging time. I am also happy to help support all our 
students and families in any way I can. We appreciate your patience as we work to 
understand all the implications of the statewide school closure. Let’s stay strong 
TOGETHER! 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 

Suzanne Schmick 
SJE Cooperative Schools Superintendent 
 
        
 
 

 
 
 
 


