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January 12th, 2022 

Dear PC #535 Families: 

Last night ISBE and IDPH released their updated guidance documents to align with CDC’s recent 

changes to exclusion recommendations. Our schools will immediately implement these changes to safely 

and more quickly return students and staff to in person learning and teaching. Considerable changes to 

procedures are as follows: 

 Individuals who receive a positive test result may return to school after 5 days of exclusion 

from symptom onset (as long as it has been 24-hours since the individual had a fever and 48 

hours since diarrhea and/or vomiting) or the day of testing if asymptomatic. 

 Individuals with COVID-like symptoms who do not receive a test may return to school after 5 

days of exclusion (as long as it has been 24-hours since the individual had a fever and 48 hours 

since diarrhea and/or vomiting). 

 Individuals identified as close contacts may return to school after 5 days of exclusion. 

o Individuals under the age of 18 who have had the primary set of vaccine doses do not 

have to be excluded from school if identified as a close contact. (The booster shot is not a 

consideration for this age group.) 

o Individuals 18-years and older who have had the primary set of vaccine doses and booster 

shot do not have to be excluded from school if identified as a close contact. (The 

individual will have to be excluded if they have not received their booster shot.) 

 Individuals returning after 5 days must wear a mask in all settings between days 6 and 10, 

including outdoors. Six-foot social distancing must be used whenever the individual has to 

remove their mask (e.g., mealtimes). 

 Test-to-stay protocol can be applied for any school setting, including meal times and 

transportation. The protocol cannot be used for extracurricular activities. 

 

School nurses will be making individual phone calls to parents/guardians today if their child(ren) can 

return tomorrow for in person learning due to a shortened exclusion period. (Your child(ren) should NOT 

return until the previously shared return date if you do not receive a phone call.) 

If you have any questions regarding the updates, please contact your Principal(s) or the School Nurses. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Clayton J. Theisinger 

Superintendent 


