
March 2, 2020 

To: Parents/Guardians/Staff/Patrons 
From: SJE Cooperative Schools 
Re: Coronavirus Information 
 
 
As you are aware, the outbreak of the new Coronavirus continues to spread internationally. Beginning in 
China in December 2019, it has now been detected in many countries as well in the United States. 
According to CDC statistics as of February 28, 2020, there have been 15 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in 
the United States out of 459 individuals tested however these numbers will likely change daily.  Six 
deaths related to COVID-19 have been reported in Washington State and within our own state, Kirkland 
appears to be the current epi-center for disease activity.  We have no cases of COVID-19 in Whitman 
County at this time. 
 
The emergence of this new disease-producing virus is definitely concerning but according to the Director 
of the World Health Organization, “The greatest enemy right now is not the virus.  It’s fear rumors and 
stigma.”  We want to assure you that the school is doing everything possible to safeguard the health and   
safety of every child and citizen.  Our school is in regular contact with the Whitman County Health 
Department for guidance.  As well, local schools receive updates from OSPI and the Washington DOH 
(Department of Health). We will follow their directives on keeping schools open or closing them to 
prevent the spread of disease.  At this time, there are no recommendations to close local schools or limit 
school activities. However, as the situation changes, these recommendations may obviously change.  
 
As with previous health concerns such as Measles and H1N1, the school will work closely with the Health 
Department to track student absences and address potential cases.  The school custodial staff will be 
regularly cleaning classrooms, frequently touched surfaces, bathrooms and hard surfaces with safe and 
effective disinfectants.     
 
We must all work together to limit the spread of this and other viruses.  Whether you are the 
parent/guardian of a school age child or a community patron, please do your part: 

Ø Monitor your child for signs and symptoms of infection: fever, cough, shortness of breath and 
general discomfort.  Of course, these symptoms are typical of influenza as well so be vigilant. 

Ø If your child has a fever, it is IMPERATIVE that he/she be kept home until he/she has been  
fever-free for 24 hours. If you don’t have a thermometer, please consider purchasing one. 

Ø Children with fever at school will be instructed to wear a mask and you will be contacted to pick 
up your ill child. Consultation with your healthcare provider will be strongly recommended.  

Ø Report any travel abroad or even within Washington State.   
Ø Avoid contact with people who are sick and if you are sick, avoid close contact with others. 
Ø Make sure everyone in your home washes their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds.  Do not touch eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands. 
Ø Cover nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing. 

 
We will update you on the Coronavirus as more information becomes available.  For more information, 
please access the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak 2020, Washington State DOH. 
 
Thank you and please call the school if you have additional questions or concerns. 


