
 
Lancaster High School  

2018 Summer Reading Program 
 

“Any book that helps a child to form a habit of reading, to make reading one of his needs, is good for him." 
—Maya Angelou 

Objective 
The purpose of the Lancaster High School Summer Reading Program is to encourage and support independent reading habits and 
instill a love of reading as a lifelong leisure activity that can provide hours of enjoyment.  In addition, the ability to read well is critical 
to college and career readiness, and research shows that frequent independent reading has a direct correlation to reading achievement 
and improves vocabulary and writing skills.  The books on the list below can be located at the public library or with online resources. 
It is the responsibility of the student to locate and complete this project by the assigned date. 
 
Requirements for ALL English 9-12 Students 
ALL incoming students, Grades 9-12, are required  to read at least ONE book from the attached list over the summer.  However, 
multiple books are encouraged!  Students are to complete a Dialectical Journal (see description and example) and bring this to school 
the first week of his or her English semester (September 2018 or February 2019). Each student will be given the opportunity to share 
his or her reading with classmates and teachers.  Each student is expected to share his or her journal and appropriately answer peer 
and/or teacher generated questions.  Based on the rubric criteria, students will receive a project grade.  
 
Book List 
This summer reading list includes classics, newer award winning, and popular Young Adult books. The list was designed to represent                    
a variety of genres, accommodate a range of reading levels, and appeal to a wide range of interests. Choice is a key element in                        
fostering a love of reading, and it is our hope that all students will find one or more books that will grab their attention and make                          
summer reading an enjoyable experience. Parents and guardians are encouraged to assist students in making choices that are                  
appropriate based on reading level, interest and maturity level and are acceptable to both the student and his/her family . The link                      
to the book list and entire summer reading packet will be available on the Lancaster High School webpage. Copies will also be                      
available in both the high school and school board office.  The local library will have the list available for reference.  
 
Questions/Contact Information 
Thank you for your support in the 2018 Summer Reading Program.  If you have any questions, please contact the high school 
principal, Mr. Gross at 462-5100. 
 
All Students Grades 9-12 
 
DIALECTICAL JOURNALS 

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.” Think of 

your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the novel you select for summer reading. The process is meant to help you 

develop a better understanding of the text. We will use journals to incorporate your personal responses to the texts, your ideas about 

the themes we cover and our class discussions. You will find that it is a useful way to process what you’re reading, prepare yourself 

for group discussion, and gather textual evidence for your Literary Analysis assignments. 

 
PROCEDURE: 

● As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of the chart (ALWAYS include 

page numbers). 

● In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and comments on each passage) 

● You must label your responses using the following codes: 

(Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear 

(C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text 

(P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage 



(CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction 

(R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – 

not just to the characters in the story/author of the article. What conclusions can you draw about the world, 

about human nature, or just the way things work? 

(E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say 

 
Sample Dialectical Journal entry: Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Passages from the text-- 

Must quote at least 10 per 

reading assigned. Make 

sure to number them. 

Pg#/¶ EACH Passage you Quote must relate to one of the 

following codes above. Make sure to use a variety. 

Using the same codes for most or all of your entries will 

result in a lower score. 

1. "I dive into the stream of fourth-period 

lunch students and swim down the hall to 

the cafeteria.” 

7/4 

 

(E) I appreciate the author’s use of figurative 

language that compares students to fish. It helps 

me visualize the crowded hall. 

(C) This is exactly what it is like trying to get 

through the halls in school! 

 
2. "My parents didn’t raise me to be 

religious. The closest we come to worship 

is the Trinity of Visa, Mastercard, and 

American Express." 

29/5 

 

(Q) I wonder if Melinda is always sarcastic or if it 

is just because of what happened to her? 

(C) I have friends who have this same kind of 

attitude about everything--they are always negative 

about everything. 

 

 
CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For example, you might record: 

● Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 

● Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before 

● Structural shifts or turns in the plot 

● A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

● Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs. 

● Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

● Events you find surprising or confusing 

● Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT: 

You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed. 

You can write as much as you want for each entry. You must have a minimum of 10 entries. You should have more than ten entries BUT less 

than ten entries will result in a lower grade. 

Basic Responses: 

Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

● Give your personal reactions to the passage 

● Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 

● Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 

● Write about what it makes you think or feel 



● Agree or disagree with a character or the author 

Sample Sentence Starters: 

● I really don’t understand this because… 

● I really dislike/like this idea because… 

● I think the author is trying to say that… 

● This passage reminds me of a time in my life when… 

● If I were (name of character) at this point I would… 

● This part doesn’t make sense because… 

● This character reminds me of (name of person) because… 

Higher Level Responses: 

Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery) 

● Make connections between different characters or events in the text 

● Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…) 

● Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 

● Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 

● Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 

 
 

BOOK LIST 
ETHAN FROME  — Edith Wharton 
Set in the bleak, barren landscape of New England, this is the tragic tale of Ethan Frome, bound to the demands of his farm and his tyrannical wife, 
Zeena, and his star crossed love for Zeena’s vivacious cousin, Mattie. Irony abounds in this sad story of a man trying to decide whether personal 
happiness should come before obligation and duty. 
THE PEARL –  John Steinbeck 
It is the story of a pearl diver, Kino, and explores man's nature as well as greed and evil. Steinbeck's inspiration was a Mexican folktale from La Paz, 
Baja California Sur, Mexico, which he had heard in a visit to the formerly pearl-rich region in 1940. 
OF MICE AND MEN  – John Steinbeck 
This story is about George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch workers, who move from place to place in search of new job 
opportunities during the Great Depression in California, United States. 
THE LOVELY BONES -  Alice Sebold 
It is the story of a teenage girl who, after being raped and murdered, watches from her personal Heaven as her family and friends struggle to move on 
with their lives while she comes to terms with her own death. The novel received much critical praise and became an instant bestseller.  
NIGHT –  Elie Wiesel 
A memoir about Elie Wiesel’s life in concentration camps during the holocaust. 
CATCHER IN THE RYE  -  J. D. Salinger 
Holden is a 16 year old boy who undergoes treatment for a nervous breakdown after being kicked out of school.  The book describes his sufferings 
and losses at a very young age. 
THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD - Zora Neal  Hurston 
The novel tells the story of the main character Janie Crawford, an African-American woman.  
THE BOOK THIEF  – Markus Zusak 
A novel that centers around the life of Liesel Meminger, a nine-year-old girl living in Germany during World War II.  Liesel’s experiences are told 
through the eyes of Death.  Death narrates the beauty and destruction that life during World War II. 
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL  —  James Herriot 
Wonderful, heartwarming stories of a country vet in England. Told with a warmth and sense of humor, Herriot’s books have captivated audiences all 
over the world. 
I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS  —  Maya Angelou 
Angelou’s autobiography recounts her early years growing up in small community with her grandmother, brother, and uncle, and her experiences in 
adolescence living with her mother and father (separately). 
A LESSON BEFORE DYING  -  Ernest Gaines 
A young teacher discovers compassion and commitment as he tutors a prisoner on death row. 
BAND OF BROTHERS  - Stephan Ambrose 
Ambrose traces a platoon of American paratroopers from training in the U.S. across France and into Germany during World War II. Gives a 
tremendous insight into why American soldiers fought in the Second World War. 
A SEPARATE PEACE  —  John Knowles 
Narrator Gene returns to Devon School 15 years after the end of World War II and recalls the unnatural “peace” experienced there by boys who were 
on the brink of going to war. His most poignant memory is of his love and jealousy for his friend, the 
brash, daredevil Phineas. 
RAGTIME  - E. L. Doctorow 
This novel set in New York City in the early Twentieth century, features three stories and many historic characters. 
FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS  - Ernest Hemingway  



An American fights against fascism in Spain by leading a band of guerrillas in a hopeless cause. 
OLIVER TWIST  - Charles Dickens  
An orphan escapes to London, where he is captured by thieves and is forced to join in their escapades before finding happiness through an 
unexpected benefactor. 
WHITE FANG  —Jack London 
White Fang, part wolf and part dog, is the only one of five cubs to survive in the wilds of the North. Under his first owner, Gray Beaver, White Fang 
becomes a strong sled dog, a leader and a killer of weaker dogs. His second owner, the cruel Beauty Smith, makes White Fang fight to death for 
money. 
THE COUNT OF MONTE CRIST0  - Alexandre Dumos  
In France, a falsely convicted man escapes from prison and plots a course of revenge. 
How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents  - Alvarez, Julia 
When Erin, 16, receives her long-dead mother's diary, which reveals that she too loved To Kill a Mockingbird and wanted to be a writer, she takes off 
on a Greyhound bus to Monroeville, Alabama, to visit the reclusive author Harper Lee. 
Angela’s Ashes  — McCourt, Frank 
Frank McCourt's autobiographical book about his growing up in poverty in Ireland and making his way to become a professor and writer. A gripping, 
intriguing work. 
Don’t Look Behind You  — Duncan, Lois 
In one quick afternoon, April Carrigan’s life is turned upside down. She learns that her father, who she thought was a mild mannered man working an 
ordinary job for the airline, is really an undercover agent for the FBI, working against a drug ring. After testifying for the government, he finds that 
he and his family are in danger. They must enter the witness protection program. As a result of something that April does while in the witness 
protection plan, the family is once again put at risk. 
Just One Day- Gayle Forman 
“Touring Europe, Allison meets Willem. She abandons her plans and explores Paris with Willem for a one-day adventure where she falls in love. She 
awakens alone in the morning and returns home broken-hearted. Allison now needs to truly find herself before she can search for him” (IRA YA 
Choices). 
Winger - Andrew Smith 
“Fourteen-year-old Ryan attends boarding school and loves both rugby and Annie. After getting in trouble last year, Ryan must now live with the boy 
who has repeatedly bullied him. Smith captures the inner brain of a teenage boy in this alternately poignant and hilarious coming-of-age novel” (IRA 
YA Choices). 
Copper Sun -Sharon Draper 
“Amari is an Ashanti 15-year-old living a peaceful life when slave traders burst into her village, murder her family, and take her into bondage aboard 
a slave ship to America.” 
City of Bones(Mortal Instruments Series) 
“Murder, demons, and magical powers all come into play in this urban fantasy when fifteen-year-old Clarissa visits a New York City club and 
witnesses a murder. She ends up involved with a group of young warriors called “The Shadowhunters” in their search for the “Mortal Cup”. 
Cinder (The Lunar Chronicles) –  Marissa Meyer 
Cinderella is not sitting around waiting for the Prince any more in this futuristic fantasy. She’s a cyborg (and a talented mechanic, too) in this fast 
paced action romance that updates a fairy tale with science fiction. 
Born on a Blue Day-  Daniel Tammet 
Autobiography of an autistic savant who can perform mind-boggling mathematical acts and procedures, and who can see numbers and days as colors 
in his mind. Amazing true story! 
The Glass Castle   -   Janette Walls 
A life on the run with an alcoholic father and distant mother meant that the Walls kids pretty much had to fend for themselves. 
The Radioactive Boy Scout:  The Frightening True Story of a Whiz Kid and His Homemade Nuclear Reactor - Ken Silverstein 
This is a crazy but true story about a Boy Scout who becomes obsessed while working on his Atomic Energy badge and poses as a physics professor 
to get information on how to build a model nuclear reactor in his backyard! His project sparked an environmental disaster before the EPA shut him 
down. 
Moby-Duck: The True Story of 28,800 Bath Toys Lost at Sea and of the Beachcombers, Oceanographers, Environmentalists, & 
Fools, Including the Author, Who Went in Search of Them  – Donovan Hohn 
What happened to a load of 28,800 Chinese manufactured plastic animals in a container that fell off a ship en route to Seattle in 1992? Adventurous 
journalist Donovan Hohn chronicles his quest to learn about the mysterious loss of 28,800 bath toys at sea, discussing the discoveries he made during 
his conversations with environmentalists, experts in oceanography, and various other individuals.  
Ball Don’t Lie  –Matt de la Pena 
“I think God put me here to play ball,” says the skinny 17-year-old foster kid who’s the main character of this novel. Can basketball save him from a 
dead-end life? 
One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season -   Chris Ballard 
The year a small town high school baseball team made it to the state finals, coached by an inexperienced English teacher and dressed in ragtag 
second-hand uniforms, is beautifully brought to life by a Sports Illustrated senior writer as an exciting underdog sports story. 
Kick - Walter Dean Myers 
Myers collaborated with a teenage author to tell the story of Kevin, who is focused on bringing his soccer team to the semi-finals, and has never been 
in trouble, until one night when he and his best friend are pulled over by the police. Is Kevin headed for “juvie”? 
The Fault in our Stars - John Green 
A 16-year-old cancer patient named Hazel, meets and falls in love with Gus,a similarly afflicted teen from her cancer support group. Hazel feels that 
Gus really understands her. When Gus scores an invitation to meet the reclusive author, he and Hazel embark on the adventure of their brief lives. 
Looking for Alaska  - John Green  



Charm & Strange   - Stephanie Kuehn 
The Ox-Bow Incident -- Clark 
Two drifters are passing through a Western town, when news comes in that a local farmer has been murdered and his cattle stolen. The townspeople, 
joined by the drifters, form a posse to catch the perpetrators. 
Invisible Man --Ellison 
It addresses many of the social and intellectual issues facing African-Americans early in the twentieth century. 
As I Lay Dying --Faulkner 
Faulkner's fifth novel, it is consistently ranked among the best novels of 20th-century literature. The title derives from Book XI of Homer's The 
Odyssey, wherein Agamemnon speaks to Odysseus: "As I lay dying, the woman with the dog's eyes would not close my eyes as I descended into 
Hades." 
This Side of Paradise; Tender is the Night --Fitzgerald 
This Side of Paradise   is the debut novel of F. Scott Fitzgerald. Published in 1920, and taking its title from a line of the Rupert Brooke poem Tiare 
Tahiti, the book examines the lives and morality of post–World War I youth. 
The title is taken from the poem "Ode to a Nightingale" by John Keats and is the story of the rise and fall of Dick Diver, a promising young 
psychoanalyst, and his wife, Nicole, who is also one of his patients. 
The Sun Also Rises; Farewell to Arms; For Whom the Bells Tolls -- Hemingway 
The Kite Runner -- Hosseini 
The story takes place in Kabul, Afghanistan. It is an inspiring story about a young boy named Amir 
who lives to see the downfall of the Afghan monarchy and the rise of the Taliban and his subsequent 
emigration to the United States. 
Farewell to Manzanar -- Houston 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest --Kesey 
The Poisonwood Bible --Kingsolver 
The Natural --Malamud 
The Things They Carried --O’Brien 
1984 -- Orwell 
The story of life after atomic war in what Orwell posits post-bomb life would be like in 1984. The 
main character is Winston Smith, a political activist living in London. After his parents disappear, 
Smith is trained to become a civil servant, living only on bread, synthetic meals, and gin. 
 The Bell Jar -- Plath 
Summer of the Monkeys -- Rawls 
The Killer Angels -- Shaara 
The Jungle -- Sinclair 
Cannery Row; Cup of Gold -- Steinbeck 
 A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn -- Twain 
The  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  was one of the first books written in the 
southern vernacular. It is the story of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, two young boys in Missouri who 
help an African-American man escape slavery. 
The Centaur --Updike 
Slaughter-House Five -- Vonnegut 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

RUBRIC  
 

Assignment type 90-100 80-89 70-79 60-69 

Dialectical Journal More than 10 multiple 
coded entries including 
page#, paragraph # and 
discussion.  

More than 10 coded 
entries (5 or more using 
the same code), 
including page#, 
paragraph # and 
discussion.  

10 coded entries (5 or 
more using the same 
code,) missing page#, 
paragraph # and/or 
discussion. 

Less than 10 coded 
entries (5 or more using 
the same code) missing 
page#, paragraph # 
and/or discussion. 

 
 
To be filled out by English Teacher during presentation:  
 
Student Name: __________________________________ Grade: _______  
Teacher Name: __________________________________ Period: ______  
Title of Book: ___________________________________________________ 
Score: _______________ 
 
Comments/Feedback: 


