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Philosophy
West Hempstead High School is dedicated to providing every student with an education based
upon the highest standard of excellence. This education will prepare all students for success in
their post-high school pursuits.

Course selection is one of the most important tasks students participate in during their high
school careers. Students are encouraged to continually challenge themselves by choosing a
demanding course load with potential career goals in mind. Their high school program should
be challenging in order to adequately prepare them for the future.

West Hempstead High School strives to nurture an environment that promotes and instills
intellectual vitality in all of our students. Through a carefully integrated and varied curriculum,
West Hempstead High School encourages students to become life-long learners who think
critically, express themselves clearly (both orally and in writing), develop an appreciation for
arts, and become responsible citizens in the global community.

The academic offerings and various co-curricular activities will combine to provide students with
a rich and meaningful learning experience during their time at West Hempstead High School. It
is incumbent upon each student to avail themselves of all opportunities that the High School has
to offer. Students should develop time management skills, apply themselves to their studies,
enrich their minds, and build meaningful friendships.

Mission
The West Hempstead Union Free School District recognizes the unique value of each student. It
is dedicated to the success of each student based on the highest standards of excellence in
education. Each student will be challenged to achieve mastery in all subject areas in an
educational atmosphere that strives to build positive self-esteem, mutual respect for others, and
a life-long quest for learning.
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Course Selection
Each student in West Hempstead High School selects a program from a variety of course
offerings. Students should carefully evaluate and consider the following factors when making
their selections: academic goals, personal interests, post-high school pursuits. During students’
individual conferences with their counselors, students and parents will discuss academic plans
and consider future goals, level placements, and graduation requirements which include
Regents examination requirements.

The High School course programs are scaffolded where skill sets, content, and overarching
goals are developed and enriched as students navigate through each program. As a result,
certain prerequisite courses are necessary before more advanced courses may be taken. In
addition, suggested prerequisites have been provided to guide students through the
decision-making process. Careful examination of this catalog is important. Student and parent
questions can be answered by counselors, teachers, and/or administrators. Please avail
yourself of their willing and helpful cooperation.

Decision making is critical in the educational process, therefore, students and parents are
encouraged to plan carefully. Course enrollment determines which courses are offered.
Alternate elective courses, if scheduled, may not be dropped from a student’s academic
program. A student should be prepared to succeed in any primary or alternate course
selected. No courses may be switched or dropped beyond one week after the first interim
mailing. A course that alters Regents diploma graduation status cannot be dropped at
any time.

The following procedures will be followed in the course selection process:

1. Counselors will be provided with recommended courses for each student by their teachers.
These recommendations take into account student academic performance and interests.

2. Counselors will meet with each student. Students will be given access to this guide and
course selection sheets. Course selections and graduation requirements are formally reviewed.
We encourage parents to attend this conference or call the counselors to discuss course
selections.

3. Course requests will be tabulated, and students will be informed by the counselor of the
courses that cannot be offered because of insufficient enrollment. Please remember the range
of available course offerings is contingent upon sufficient enrollment during the
2022-2023 academic year.

4. Students and their parents will be informed of the final course selections by mail. Adjustments
may be made at that time by calling the School Counselor at 390-3221.

5. If scheduled, students will be required to remain in any primary and alternate elective courses
selected. Course selections should be made with great care. Students may not drop any
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course for a Study Hall assignment. Study Hall is not a programming option under any
circumstance.

6. All students are required to select a full program of academic classes (in addition to
Physical Education) per semester. This includes required and/or elective coursework. No
student will be permitted to carry a course load that does not fulfill this requirement
unless class meeting times absolutely necessitate a Study Hall assignment due to
scheduling imperatives. If a course cannot be offered, students will be enrolled in
alternate selections. Each student must make FOUR alternate course selections.

7. No scheduling changes (with the exception of grade-level scheduling errors) will be
permitted during the first seven regularly scheduled days of the school year.

Credits
In order to advance to the next grade level, students must earn a minimum number of credits.
Students may apply to change their grade status at the beginning of the second semester if they
have sufficient credits for the subsequent grade.

GRADE MINIMUM CREDITS
09 – 10 5
10 – 11 10
11 – 12 15

Grading
Final Grade is determined as follows:

● Full-Year Course – Each of the four (4) quarters will count 20%, Midterm will count 5%,
and Final/Regent Exam will count 15%.

● Semester Course – Each of the two (2) quarters will count 40%, Final Exam will count
20%.

Unweighted Average is determined as follows:
Straight total of all grades divided by the number of credits taken (PE, courses with letter
grades, and remedial courses are not included in computing the unweighted average).
Weighted Average is determined as follows:
Honors and college-level courses carry a 7% weight. AP courses carry a 12% weight (PE is not
included, and all other courses are not weighted).
Class Rank is determined after the seventh semester based on the weighted average:
(No re-calculation of rank will be done after the seventh semester). Individual rank will not be
indicated on the transcript nor reported to colleges. If requested, the school will indicate the

4



percentile standing of the student. The following increments will be reported: 5%, 10%, 15%,
20%, 25%, 30% and then in increments of ten -- for example, 40%, 50%, etc. Selection of
Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be decided by the two highest weighted GPAs.

Course Levels
We offer many Advanced Placement courses for students who wish for the most challenging
program. Please read each department’s offerings to determine prerequisites and suggested
criteria. Registration fees are due in November, and examinations are scheduled in May. All
students are expected to take the Advanced Placement examinations. The District supports this
academic challenge and will pay for the first exam taken by students. Competitive colleges
expect students to be successful in as many Advanced Placement and honors college-level
courses as possible. Colleges may grant transfer credit or advanced standing for these courses.

West Hempstead High School, in conjunction with local colleges and universities, offers many
courses which enable our students the opportunity to enroll in college-level courses and earn
college credit while remaining in their high school setting. Courses completed with a grade of
“C” (75) or better may be transferable to other institutions of higher learning in the United States.
Students are responsible for contacting individual colleges to which they intend to apply to
determine whether or not these courses are transferable.
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Diploma Types
and Distinctions

Regents and Local Diploma - Successful completion of the appropriate 22 units of credits,
passing grade on five (5) Regents exams.
Advanced Regents - Successful completion of the appropriate 22 units of credits, passing
grade on eight (8) Regents exams and the World Language Checkpoint B exam.
Regents Diploma with Honors - Student earned a computed average score of 90 on all
Regents exams required for the Regents diploma.
Advanced Designation with Honors - Student earned a computed average score of 90 on all
Regents exams required for the Advanced Regents diploma.
Mastery in Mathematics - Student completed all the requirements for Advanced Designation,
and students earned a score of 85 or better on the three required Regents exams in
mathematics; or student earned a score of 85 or better on two of the three required Regents
exams in mathematics and was exempted from one required Regents exam in mathematics.
Mastery in Science - Student completed all the requirements for Advanced Designation, and
student earned a score of 85 or better on the three required Regents exams in science; or
student earned a score of 85 or better on two of the three required Regents exams in science
and was exempted from one required Regents exam in science.
Seal of Bi-literacy Language Distinction - In order to earn the NYS Seal of Biliteracy,
students must demonstrate proficiency in English and another language based on criteria set by
the NYS Education Department.
Honor Roll – Weighted average of 85% or better with no failures or incompletes. Remedial
courses and courses with letter grades are not included.
High Honor Roll – Weighted average of 90% or better with no failures or incompletes. No
grade below 80%.   Remedial courses and courses with letter grades are not included.
Principal’s List - Weighted average of 95% or better with no failures or incompletes. No grade
below 85%.  Remedial courses and courses with letter grades are not included.
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Graduation
New York State sets forth graduation requirements based on completion of specific courses and
passing scores on specific Regents Exams. Students in New York State can earn a Regents
Diploma or an Advanced Regents Diploma. The requirements for the Advanced Regents
Diploma are more rigorous.  All students should pursue the Advanced Regents Diploma.
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English as a New Language
The ENL Department offers Integrated English classes as well as Stand-Alone ENL classes in
order to support our students' language acquisition needs. We focus on building proficiency in
all four domains of language:  reading, writing, listening, speaking.

English as a New Language (Levels 1,2,3) Grades 9-12
Based on NYSESLAT Benchmarks 1 Unit
Stand-Alone English as New Language classes are offered based on language proficiency
levels as determined by the NYSITELL or NYSESLAT exam. This course focuses on building
students’ social and academic English proficiency in the four domains of language: reading,
writing, listening, speaking.

Principles of Algebra Grades 9-12
Prerequisite – Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
Principles of Algebra is a precursor to the Regents-level Algebra course. The objective is to
develop the skill sets necessary to succeed in Algebra I. This class will provide the opportunity
for the students to gain the foundational mathematical concepts and content as it relates to
Algebra.

Principles of Living Environment Grades 9-12
Prerequisite – Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course will support the development of scientific and language skills necessary for success
in a Regents-level Living Environment course. This course includes biology concepts and skills
such as strategies for collecting, analyzing and interpreting data. Content is presented in a
hands-on learning environment.
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Humanities Department
The Humanities Department consists of English Language Arts, Social Studies, World
Languages, Reading and Library Services. This department provides our students an
interdisciplinary inquiry approach. The Humanities Department is dedicated to enlightening our
students about the world. Instilling in them the ability to think creatively, think critically, ask
probing questions, and communicate effectively will prepare them for success in college and
their chosen careers.

English Language Arts
and Reading

All English courses follow the New York State Learning Standards and provide instruction in
alignment with the Common Core and Next Generation Standards for English Language. All
full-year courses include a mid-year and final assessment. Students enrolled in any level of
English 11 will sit for the Regents exam in January. Please note that select courses may have a
summer assignment.
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English  9 Grade 9
Prerequisite – English 8 or 8H 1 Unit
This course covers the short story, drama, poetry and the novel. Students learn the techniques
of good composition often writing on course literature. As part of student development in
reading, students study Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar in addition to mythology and other classic
and contemporary literature from diverse authors. There is extensive vocabulary study,
development of oral communication skills, and an emphasis on mechanical skills such as
spelling, grammar, and punctuation. The course includes a research paper in a term report
format with outline, parenthetical referencing, works cited, and documentation. There will also
be a project which will be determined by the teacher and students.

English 9 Honors Grade 9
Prerequisite - English 8 or 8H 1 Unit
This is an advanced course for driven students. This chronological course spans from the
ancient world to the mid-18th century. There are common instructional objectives, activities,
assignments and projects. Both courses must be selected. The course includes a research
paper in a term report format with outline, parenthetical referencing, works cited, and
documentation. There will also be a project which will be determined by the teacher and
students. This course may have a summer assignment.
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English 10 Grade 10
Prerequisite – English 9 or 9H 1 Unit
This course includes a study of such literary forms as the essay, short story and lyric poetry. In
addition, students read Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and novels such as To Kill A
Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men, Anthem and one to two contemporary novel(s). Writing skills are
emphasized throughout the year. Students write personal and analytic essays and complete a
full research project with a literary focus. There will also be a project which will be determined by
the teacher and students.

English 10 Honors Grade 10
Prerequisite - English 9 or 9H 1 Unit
This is an advanced course for superior students in the study of literature. It also marks the
beginning of mature writing. The course includes short stories, poetry, novels and plays. There
is an emphasis on the development of writing skills including grammar and punctuation.
Students complete a literary term paper. There will also be a project which will be determined by
the teacher and students. Standards of achievement are higher than in other tenth grade
English courses.

AP Capstone Seminar and Research: AP Capstone is an innovative diploma program from
College Board that equips students with the independent research, collaborative teamwork, and
communication skills that are increasingly valued by colleges. AP Capstone is built on the
foundation of two AP courses—AP Seminar and AP Research—and is designed to complement
and enhance the in-depth, discipline-specific study experienced in other AP courses. Students
who complete the two-year program can earn one of two different AP Capstone awards which
are valued by colleges across the United States and around the world. This course is a
necessary requirement for students to obtain the AP Capstone Diploma.

AP Capstone Seminar Grades 10-12
Prerequisite – English 9 or 9H 1 Unit
AP Seminar will develop and practice the skills in research, collaboration, and communication
that students will need in any academic discipline. Students will investigate topics in a variety of
subject areas, write research-based essays, and design and give presentations both individually
and as part of a team. This course may have a summer assignment. This course fulfills the
English 10 unit for Regents diploma requirement.

AP Research Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - AP Capstone Seminar 1 Unit
AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, is an elective course that
allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual
interest. Students design, plan, and implement a year-long investigation to address a research
question. Through this inquiry, they further the skills they acquired in the AP Seminar course by
learning research methodology, employing ethical research practices, and accessing, analyzing,
and synthesizing information. Students reflect on their skill development, document their
processes, and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a process and reflection
portfolio. The course culminates in an academic paper of 4,000–5,000 words (accompanied by
a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a presentation with an oral defense.
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English 11 Grade 11
Prerequisite – English 10 or 10H 1 Unit
This course emphasizes close reading and interpretation of classic and contemporary American
Literature. Literary analysis, both oral and written, advanced composition skills, including
mechanical skills such as grammar and punctuation, and vocabulary study are important parts
of the year’s work. One Shakespearean play will be studied in addition to the American
Literature curriculum. There will also be a project which will be determined by the teacher and
students. A Regents examination will be administered in January pending the NYS calendar.
This course may have a summer assignment.

English 11 Honors College Grade 11
Prerequisite - English 10 or 10H 1 Unit
The thematic course in American Literature is for students who have demonstrated strong skills
in English. Included will be works by major American authors such as Twain, Poe, Melville,
Hawthorne, James, O’Neill, Williams and Miller to name a few. American poetry will also be
emphasized. At least one Shakespearean play will be studied in addition to the American
Literature curriculum. Students will analyze literature in their daily assignments. A Regents
examination will be administered in January. A research paper will be required as a final exam.
There will also be a project which will be determined by the teacher and students.

Advanced Placement – Language and Composition Grade 11
Prerequisite - English 10 or 10H 1 Unit
This course centers on close reading and the development of a clear, concise essay style in
writing. Students examine the rhetorical structure of essays, short stories, and novels to meet
the demands of the AP exam in May. Satisfactory performance on this national test results in
three (3) credits at most colleges and universities. After the AP exam, students read
Shakespeare’s Macbeth and write a final paper.

English 12 Grade 12
Prerequisite – English 11, 11HC or AP Lang. 1 Unit
The emphasis of this course is on world writers. Students will read novels, plays, short stories,
and poetry by such world-renowned writers as Sophocles, Shakespeare, Ibsen, Kafka, Golding,
and Vonnegut. The composition part of the course includes the personal essay in preparation
for college applications, expository essay writing and a major research paper of literary analysis
in preparation for future college courses. There will be a project which will be determined by the
teacher and students. A research paper is required for graduation.

English 12 Honors College Grade 12
Prerequisite - English 11, 11HC or AP Lang. 1 Unit
The literature for this course is drawn from the great writers of the Western world. Written work
requires a literature analysis paper, a paper on an aspect of Shakespeare’s plays, and a number
of short papers both creative and analytical.
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Advanced Placement –  Literature Grade 12
Prerequisite - English 11, 11HC or AP Lang. 1 Unit
Literature is drawn from a wide variety of challenging authors. Written work includes at least
one literature analysis paper, a paper on an aspect of Shakespeare’s plays, and a number of
short papers (both creative and analytical). Students are required to take the Advanced
Placement examination in English. Satisfactory performance results in credit at most colleges
and universities.

Creative Writing Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course is for the beginning creative writer in which he/she will be exposed to various short
stories and poetry to emphasize the author and poet’s use of language to express ideas and
images. Students will become aware of a writer’s style, thereby, guiding the student in his/her
own creations.

Creative Writing Honors College Grades 11-12
Prerequisite – None ½ Unit
This course is designed to develop creativity in such forms as short story, informal essay and
original verse and the development of creative skills. Writing requirements include a journal,
short creative pieces and a short story. This course may be taken for college credit with teacher
recommendation.

Theatre Arts I Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This is a class for the beginning student that includes the basics of acting: theory, improvisation,
relaxation, voice, speech, movement, sensory and emotional awareness, stimulation of the
imagination through concentration and action.

Theatre Arts II Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - Theatre Arts I ½ Unit
This course is a continuation of Theatre I with concentrated work on script analysis,
characterization, voice, and fundamentals of stage movement culminating in a spring
performance. Students develop two-person scenes. Each student directs at least one scene.

Syracuse University Project Advance (SUPA) Presentational Speaking          Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course presents the conceptual and practical dimensions of the formal presentations in
organizational settings. We will examine analysis, adaptation, strategic arrangement,
development of ideas, and verbal and nonverbal presentation skills. This course is designed to
build a solid understanding of the fundamentals of public presentations as well as the ability to
employ those skills flexibly so that a speaker can adjust selected topics and tactics to specific
audiences. This is a college course offered through Syracuse University, and students paying
the (discounted) fee for SU credit will receive a Syracuse University transcript.
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Film I Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course is an introduction into the history of film. We explore photography, editing, and
sound through early black and white classics to contemporary masterpieces. The first semester
exploration includes animation, musicals and drama. Reading, oral projects and film
evaluations are required.

Film II Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - Film I ½ Unit
This course is a continuation of Film I with a deeper look at various genres of film: Foreign,
Horror, Westerns, Comedy. We explore movement, acting, storyboarding and screenwriting.
Requirements include written and oral projects, film evaluations and production of a brief film.

Journalism Grades  9-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course is designed to give elective credit for English or Technology that will seek to teach
the tenets of 21st-century Journalism incorporating current technology for reporting online both
in writing and video. Students will learn to create and run a media outlet with the ultimate goal
of maintaining the district website and daily broadcasts. This class will support the development
of the yearbook, newspaper, and daily broadcast.

Literature and Philosophy:An Exploration of the Self, Identity, and Purpose Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
Students will explore, in-depth, the central concepts of the philosophies of existentialism,
nihilism, phenomenology, surrealism, and humanism. Students will explore, analyze, and read
philosophical texts as well as critically analyze literary texts through these philosophical lenses.
The texts will challenge students emotionally and intellectually as they do a deep dive into
understanding who they are, begin to define their purpose, and find their voice by doing
character analysis within each chosen text.

Reading   9 – 12 Grades 9-12
Prerequisite – Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This course is planned for students whose reading ability is two or more years below grade level
per standardized testing. Instruction is based on individual needs and includes reading
comprehension, vocabulary development and study skills. Writing skills are developed using
varied materials, and technology is integrated into the program.
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Social Studies
Social Studies courses enable students to gain an understanding of the political, economic,
geographic and social forces shaping the history of the American nation from our inception to
the modern world. All students are required to complete four years of Social Studies. One-year
courses are offered in Grades 9-11. Two one-semester courses in Economics and Government
are required in Grade 12. All core courses are aligned with The New York State Social Studies
Framework. The Social Studies Framework is designed to prepare students for college,
careers, and civic life with courses that are rigorous and aligned to the New York State Learning
Standards for Social Studies.
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Advanced Global History 9 Grade 9
Prerequisite — Social Studies 8 1 Unit
The Global History 9 Honors course is organized chronologically beginning with the ancient
world and ending with the mid-18th century.  Emphasis is placed on critical thinking and writing.

Global History 10 Grade 10
Prerequisite — Advanced Global History 9 1 Unit
The Global History 10 course is organized chronologically beginning with the mid-18th century
and ending with the present day. Emphasis is placed on understanding the development of the
modern world. Students are required to take the Global History and Geography Regents exam
at the end of this class.

Advanced Placement - World History Grade 10
Suggested Prerequisites — Advanced Global History 9 and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This intensive course is a study of European history from the Renaissance to the present day.
Emphasis is placed on the impact of ideas on the political, economic and social life of Europe.
The course requires significant outside reading and active class involvement. Students must
take the Advanced Placement examination in World History given in May. Satisfactory
performance results in credit at most colleges and universities. The Global History and
Geography Regents exam is also required.

United States History and Government Grade 11
Prerequisite — Global History 10 or AP World 1 Unit
The eleventh-grade curriculum includes a chronological survey of United States history from the
colonial time to present day. Constitutional and legal issues will be explored in depth. The
culmination of this course is the Regents examination in United States History and Government.

Advanced Placement - United States History and Government Grade 11
Suggested Prerequisites — Global History 10, World History AP and/or Dept. Recommendation

1 Unit
This intensive course is a study of American history from the founding of the colonies to the
present day. Emphasis is placed on ideas and their impact on the political, economic and social
life of the United States. This course requires significant outside reading and active class
involvement. Students must take the Advanced Placement examination in American History in
May. Satisfactory performance results in credit at most colleges and universities. The Regents
examination in United States History and Government is also required.

Introduction to Economics Grade 12
Prerequisite — U.S. History ½ Unit
This twelfth-grade course in Economics focuses on economic decision making. Emphasis is
placed on understanding the basic economic concepts which students need to participate
effectively in the economy of the United States and the world. This course examines the
principles of the United States free market economy in a global context. Through class
discussions, readings and projects, students will study the effects of globalization and will
explore the challenges facing the United States free market economy in a global environment
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and various policy-making opportunities available to the government to address these
challenges.

Participation in Government Grade 12
Prerequisite — U.S. History ½ Unit
This course focuses on the interaction between citizens and government at all levels: local,
state, federal. Emphasis will be placed on how political decisions are made and implemented.
The goal of this course is to prepare students for effective participation in the American
democratic system.

Advanced Placement - United States Government and Politics Grade 12
Suggested Prerequisites — U.S.History/APUSH and/or Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit

This course provides students with an intensive study of the basic institutions that constitute the
United States government and political system. Students engage in an in-depth analysis of
political parties, interest groups, and public-policy making. Students must take the Advanced
Placement examination in United States Government and Politics. Satisfactory performance
(score of 3 or higher) on this exam may result in credit at many colleges and universities
nationwide.  The course meets the 12th grade Regents Government requirement.

Introduction to Economics Honors College Grade 12
Suggested Prerequisites — U.S.History/APUSH and/or Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This is an introduction to basic principles of economics focusing on real-world problems.
Students use the tool of economic analysis for economic problems. The college course meets
the 12th Grade Regents Economics requirement. Satisfactory performance results in Molloy
college credit which is transferable to many colleges and universities.

The following Social Studies electives may be chosen for enrichment. They do not fulfill
the four-unit graduation requirement in Social Studies.

College Criminal Justice Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - None 1 Unit
This year-long course is designed to give an in-depth study of the American system of criminal
justice. Units covered include criminal law and procedure, the police, the courts, the corrections
system, criminology, juvenile justice and tort law. Molloy College credit is offered for a fee and
given for successful completion of this class.

Ethics in American Life Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This one-semester course gives students the opportunity to test their own ethical positions in
comparison to both historical and contemporary issues. Students will engage in discussion,
debate and role play as they examine ethical questions of the past and present.
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Psychology Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course focuses on the study of human behavior leading students to a better understanding
of themselves and others. Topics include the history and methods of psychology, human
development, learning, personality, psychological disorders and mental health.

Introduction to Philosophy Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
The course focuses on the social science that underlies all others. This course will expose
students to a variety of questions and concepts that have puzzled the greatest minds in human
history. In this class, students will not learn what to think but how to think. Students will study
key philosophies of famous thinkers such as Aristotle, Plato, Locke, Rousseau, Machiavelli and
many more.

Model United Nations Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None 1 Unit
Students will examine the functions and roles of the United Nations in the contemporary world.
Emphasis is placed upon the process and issues of policy making. Students may participate in
a Model United Nations as representatives of a member state. Enrollment in this class may
require a commitment of time beyond the regular class schedule as a part of a Model United
Nations Club.

Social Science Research Grades 11 - 12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
Students in this class will be responsible for developing their own historical thesis and exploring
its validity throughout the duration of the class. The program offers instructional experiences in
research procedures and places the students in competitions that reinforce and extend the
curriculum.

Personal and Business Law I Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
Business and Personal Law I and II are designed for students who have a desire to learn more
about legal issues that will affect them in the present and in the future. It will acquaint students
with basic legal principles common to business and personal issues. The class will explore
ethics, the origin of law, the structure of the court system, contracting, buying and selling,
employment, organizing a business, real estate, wills, trust, and family law. Students will leave
the course with an understanding of legal issues impacting their lives in today's world as well as
an understanding and preparedness to face future legal issues.

Personal and Business Law II Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - Personal and Business Law I ½ Unit
Business and Personal Law II is a continuation of the legal concepts, units, and issues that were
introduced in the Business Law I course while taking a more practical and application approach
to their resolution.
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African American History Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course will explore the social, economic, political, and cultural history of African American
people in the United States from the settlement of the colonies to the present. Major themes are
labor, family, social movements, innovations, and activism. At the end of the course, students
will have developed an understanding of African American history as well as an ability to think
and communicate critically and analytically in written work. In addition, students will learn to
place black racial issues in historical perspectives and to evaluate historiographic arguments.

Sociology and Cultural Diversity Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
Sociology and Cultural Diversity is designed to prepare and to help students develop a
sociological understanding of citizenship in a democratic society by teaching them to consider
and appreciate the needs of all individuals. This course will enable students to view their own
lives within a larger social and historical context to help them understand and appreciate the rich
diversity that exists within society through various cultures. Through this course, students will
study how issues of race, ethnicity, culture, language, religion, gender, and abilities/disabilities
are intertwined.
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World Languages
Proficiency in multiple languages is a tremendous asset that allows students opportunities in
selecting global careers and in developing cultural awareness. Our World Language pathways
develop competencies  in communication, collaboration, comparisons, and critical thinking.

Middle School World Languages Sequence
LOTE 1A (7th grade) – ½ unit
LOTE 1B (8th grade) – ½ unit

At the end of the 8th grade, students take a Long Island Regional Checkpoint A exam. Passing
this exam may earn students one year of high school credit and the option to continue to Level 2
Honors in ninth grade.

Italian 2 Honors Grades 9-12
Prerequisites - Level 1 and a passing score on the Checkpoint A Exam 1 Unit
Students will continue their study of Italian grammar and vocabulary and will be encouraged to
express themselves orally in the target language. This course will address the requirements of
the first half of Checkpoint B of the NY state syllabus.

Italian 3 Honors Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - Level 2H 1 Unit
Students will continue their study of Italian grammar and vocabulary and will be encouraged to
express themselves in the target language. This course will address the requirements of
Checkpoint B of the NY state syllabus.

Italian 4 Honors College Grades 11-12
Prerequisites - Level 3H and a passing score on the Checkpoint B Exam 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Italian literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. It will address the requirements of Checkpoint C of
the NY State Syllabus. Molloy College credit can be purchased, and credit will be given for
meeting the requirements of the course.

Italian 5 Honors College Grade 12
Prerequisite -  Level 4HC 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Italian literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. Molloy College credit can be purchased, and credit
will be given for meeting the requirements of the course.

Advanced Placement  Italian Grade 12
Prerequisite -  Level 4HC 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Italian literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. The Advanced Placement exam is a requirement
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of this course and must be taken by students in order to receive the AP designation on their
transcript. Upon successful completion of the exam (score of 3, 4, or 5), most colleges
nationwide will grant college credit.  NOTE: This course may not be offered every year.

Spanish 1 Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - None 1 Unit
Level 1 is an introduction to all aspects of the Spanish language (listening, speaking, reading
and writing). Emphasis is placed on learning proper pronunciation, basic grammar and
vocabulary. An introduction to Latin American geography and culture is also part of the course.
This course will address the requirements of Checkpoint A of the NY State Syllabus.

Spanish 2 Honors Grades 9-12
Prerequisites -Level 1 and a passing score on the Checkpoint A Exam 1 Unit
Students will continue their study of Spanish grammar and vocabulary and will be encouraged
to express themselves in the target language. This course will address the requirements of the
first half of Checkpoint B of the NY State Syllabus.

Spanish 3 Honors Grade 10-12
Prerequisite -  Level 2H 1 Unit
Students will continue their study of Spanish grammar and vocabulary and will be encouraged
to express themselves in the target language. This course will address the requirements of
Checkpoint B of the NY State Syllabus.

Spanish 4 Honors College Grades 11-12
Prerequisites - Level 3H and a passing score on the Checkpoint B Exam 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Spanish literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. It will address the requirements of Checkpoint C of
the NY State Syllabus. Molloy College credit can be purchased, and credit will be given for
meeting the requirements of the course.

Spanish 5 Honors College Grade 12
Prerequisite - Level 4HC 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Spanish literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. Molloy College credit can be purchased, and credit
will be given for meeting the requirements of the course.

Advanced Placement -  Spanish 5 Grade 12
Prerequisites - Level 4HC (minimum GPA of 85) and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course will offer a more in-depth focus on Spanish literature and writing skills in addition to
continued study of grammar and vocabulary. The Advanced Placement exam is a requirement
of this course and must be taken by students in order to receive the AP designation on their
transcript. Upon successful completion of the exam (score of 3, 4, or 5), most colleges
nationwide will grant college credit.
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Spanish for Native Speakers 1 Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - None 1 Unit
This class would be for ENL and native Spanish speakers who want to improve their academic
Spanish. The students would test into the class, and this class would provide a pathway for ENL
students and other native speakers to achieve the Bi-Literacy Seal at graduation.

Spanish for Native Speakers Level 2H Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - Spanish for Native Speakers 1, or Spanish 1, passing score on the Checkpoint
A Exam and Departmental Benchmark 1 Unit
This course will provide instruction directed at students’ continued development of existing
competencies in the Spanish language. Students will apply the Spanish they have learned
previously and develop it further to learn more about their language and cultural heritage.

Spanish for Native Speakers Level 3H                                                                 Grades 10-12
Prerequisite - Spanish for Native Speakers 2H                                                                     1 Unit
This course will provide further instruction and appreciation for Spanish language, literature, and
culture. This course is directed at students’ continued development of existing competencies in
the Spanish language. Students will develop specialized vocabulary through the study of
various disciplines and interpret, analyze, and discuss their awareness and appreciation of
different Hispanic cultures. Students are expected to confidently understand, read, write, and
speak Spanish. At the end of this course, students will take the Checkpoint B Exam. In addition,
students have the option to pursue the NYS Seal of Bi-Literacy.

Pathway for Spanish for Native Speakers
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Performing, Fine and Culinary Arts
The Performing, Fine, and Culinary Arts Department consists of Art, Music, and Family and
Consumer Science. Our students are known for providing performances that are significant for
both technical proficiency and artistic excellence. District programs annually place numbers of
talented students in the regional, area, state, and other competitions. Whether students are
interested in art, band, chorus, dance or theatre, we offer outstanding programs at all grade
levels.

Art
With the rise of the digital age, the importance of being visually literate has become a crucial
and marketable skill. Our Visual Arts Department is committed to offering high-level instruction
in a variety of courses. Over four years, talented students may elect a five-unit sequence in
Visual Arts.

General diploma requirements include one unit of Art or Music. Students may elect a five-unit
sequence in Visual Arts.

Studio-in-Art Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None 1 Unit
This introductory course in Fine Arts is the prerequisite for advanced courses in the arts. It
includes the nature, function and techniques of the visual arts. Skills are developed in “ways of
seeing,” drawing, design, painting, rules of perspective, and the basic principles of sculpture.
The study of art movements throughout history and cultural trends in art are integral aspects of
the curriculum. Critiques, portfolio development and self-assessment are essential components
of this class. Students will learn how to use benchmarks to document their progress in
accordance with the New York State Visual Arts Standards. This course fulfills the one (1)
unit Art or Music Regents diploma requirement.

Studio Expression Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None 1 Unit
This introductory course in fine arts is a prerequisite for most of the courses in the arts. Studio
Expression will offer students opportunities to study the creative process and, at the same time,
acquire the requisite skills to practice creative expression. This course will provide students with
the opportunity to analyze current works of art as well as engage in self expression through the
mediums of painting, sculpture, drawing and other forms of artistic expression. The objective of
Studio Expression is to improve cognitive and sensorimotor functions, foster self-esteem and
self-awareness, cultivate emotional resilience, and engage in directed assignments or free
expression with a stated purpose. This course fulfills the one (1) unit Art or Music Regents
diploma requirement.
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Digital Photography I Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None ½ Unit
This course explores many aspects of digital photography from the basics of camera use
(settings, framing, lighting) to choosing subject matter (both indoors and out). Students will also
learn how to use computer programs to manipulate and to enhance artistic prints.

Digital Photography  II Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Digital Photography I ½ Unit
Digital Photography II is a continuation of the skills and projects that were introduced in the
Digital Photography I.

Studio Ceramics Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Studio-in-Art 1 Unit
This course is for the student who is interested in working with clay. It covers a variety of
construction methods such as the pinch pot, coil, slab, additive process, subtractive process
and the pottery wheel. The properties of glazes, kiln and firing fundamentals and a study of
contemporary and historical uses of clay are also investigated.

Advanced College Ceramics Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Ceramics 1 Unit
This course is for highly motivated, advanced students. Students will be encouraged to explore
their own creativity while working on challenging assignments in ceramics and clay sculpture.
Professional studio management, including firing and glazing, is a vital aspect of this course.
(College credit is offered through NCC).

Drawing & Painting Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Studio-in-Art 1 Unit
In this course, emphasis is placed on developing drawing and painting design skills. Students
study figure drawing, still-life, portraits, landscape and design. Materials include pencils, oil
pastels, pastels, markers, tempera paint and watercolors. Drawing from life and developing
original design solutions to specific problems are an integral part of this course. Portfolio
development and self-assessment are essential components. Students work with a variety of
traditional and non-traditional painting tools and techniques. Art History is an integral aspect of
this course.

Advanced College Drawing and Painting Grades
11-12
Prerequisite Drawing and Painting and/or Portfolio Review 1
Unit
This course is for students who possess college-level drawing skills that they want to develop
further. Students study figure drawing, still-life, portraits, landscape and design. Materials
include pencils, oil pastels, markers, tempera paint and watercolors. This course will also
provide the student with the basic techniques and terminology applied to painting. Emphasis will
be on exploration and experimentation, critiques, art historical approaches and the development
of one's own style. Portfolio development and self-assessment are essential components.
(College Credit is offered through Molloy College).
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Advanced Placement in Studio Art Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — Two (2) Units of Fine Arts and Portfolio Review 1 Unit
This course is for highly motivated, serious art students who wish to do college-level work while
in high school. Students prepare a portfolio of work that demonstrates the understanding of
materials, process and ideas in response to a self-proposed question. The AP Exam is taken in
May and consists of the completed portfolio and a narrative that explains their artistic choices.
Satisfactory performance results in credit at most universities and colleges.

Family & Consumer
Science

Students may take a basic course in Culinary Arts or choose our specialized cooking classes
which are offered every other year.

Culinary Skills Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This half-unit course focuses on developing students’ understanding of the history of the
culinary industry as well as examining proper identification, preparation, and evaluation of basic
culinary ingredients. Students will learn the principles of cooking as well as proper cooking
methods for different products. Basic math skills necessary for recipe conversions will be
introduced as well as writing standard recipes. Students will learn basic cooking methods and
techniques as well as basic kitchen safety, knife safety, and sanitation principles.

International Cooking Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - Culinary Skills ½ Unit
This course expands the knowledge gained in Culinary Skills. Students will explore the most
influential cultures and flavor profiles from around the globe. They will also learn to identify the
distinctly different and common ingredients that identify each major cuisine while practicing
traditional and modern techniques to produce contemporary restaurant quality menu items.

Gourmet Foods Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - Culinary Skills ½ Unit
This course expands the knowledge gained in Culinary Skills. It is an exploratory food
preparation course focusing on advanced preparation techniques, the appearance and
presentation of foods and the use of specialized equipment. This course focuses on the five
mother sauces, soups and stocks, and various dishes with special techniques.

Independent Living Grades 9-12
Prerequisite - None ½ Unit
This course is to support the young adult who will soon become self-sufficient. The overall goal
of the Independent Living course is to prepare students for effective independent living and
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survival skills. The course will supply students with hands-on approaches to problem solving
and personal resource management. Students will be prepared for real world experiences such
as interviewing skills, obtaining housing, survival cooking, college-life experiences and
managing life essentials. The material will be presented through a Project Based lens that will
integrate lecture, class discussion, student presentations, group and collaborative work.

Music
The Music Department develops skills in the areas of performance, theory and technology as
well as an appreciation of the art form. All students in performance classes attend weekly
rotation lessons.

General diploma requirements include one unit of Art or Music. Students may elect a 5-unit
sequence.

Orchestra Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None 1 Unit
The Orchestra is offered to advanced players of all string instruments. Ability to play in positions
and ability to sight read in keys up to four sharps and four flats are required basic skills. The
material includes serious orchestral literature as well as contemporary pieces. This class
performs at graduation. This course fulfills the one (1) unit Art or Music Regents diploma
requirement.

Concert/Marching Band Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Audition or  Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course is for advanced Brass, Wind, and Percussion students. Knowledge of the full range
of the instrument, awareness of key signatures, and ability to sight read in keys up to four flats
and four sharps are required. Participation in this class is a basic step for membership in
Orchestra and Stage Band. Participation in all marching band activities is absolutely
mandatory.

Mixed Chorus Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None 1 Unit
This class is offered for singing musicians. Tone production, breathing, diction, phrasing, ear
training and sight singing are included. The material also provides for solo, ensemble work,
NYSSMA preparation, and required pullout lessons.This course fulfills the one (1) unit Art or
Music Regents diploma requirement.

Jazz Band                                                                                                      Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Audition or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course is offered to advanced players of rhythm instruments, saxophone, trumpet and
trombone. Basic skills required are reading ability in all keys and full instrument knowledge. This
class explores many styles of music. Jazz playing, chord reading and section work are included.
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Students must be registered members of a concert/marching band and participate in all
marching band activities.

Chamber Choir Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Audition or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course is designed for experienced singers who desire to participate in an advanced choral
setting. This group performs independently of the Mixed Chorus. It is desirable that members
also be registered for Mixed Chorus.

Chamber Orchestra Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Audition or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course is designed for the advanced players of string instruments. Members must be
registered in the Orchestra.

Music Technology Grade 10-12
Prerequisites — None ½ Unit
This course will offer students the opportunity to develop an understanding of music composition
through the use of music software and hardware. Students will explore the newest forms of
digital sound recording and manipulation on the computer. Students will also develop skills that
will assist them with creative and technical expression. A portfolio of composition, arrangements
and recordings representing a variety of styles and compositional situations will be developed
throughout the course. Additionally, students will explore jobs in the music world as well as in
the technical end of the entertainment industry.

Song Writing Grades 10-12
Prerequisites — None ½ Unit
Songwriting basic methods will be presented, and students will be shown easy-to-understand
methods to develop the necessary skills to compose well crafted lyrics and music. Focusing on
melody writing and lyric structure, students will utilize creative writing with an emphasis on a
variety of genres. Students will explore song forms, film scores, children’s music, CD release
promotion, licensing and copyrights, stage musicals, video games, blues, hip hop and rap.
While a student does not need to be able to read music, they need to know what chords are
associated with the music lyrics.
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Physical Education &
Health

Participation in Physical Education is a State-mandated graduation requirement for all students
in each year of school attendance. The West Hempstead Physical Education Department
recognizes the important role that Physical Education plays in the total school program. The
goal of our dedicated staff at the high school is to foster a safe-learning environment that helps
each student acquire the knowledge, skills and appreciation for living a physically active, healthy
life. Through our games and activities, we instill in our students problem-solving skills while
learning to respect others, play fairly and have fun. The focus of our high school program is to
provide students the opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge necessary for participating
in activities such as weight training, tennis, badminton, team sports, cooperative games and
many others. The comprehensive program of lifetime activities instills in our students the ability
for maintaining a healthy lifestyle long after they graduate from high school.

Physical Education Grades 9-12
¼ unit per semester

Instruction includes: Football, Tennis, Volleyball, Soccer, Volleyball, Weight Training, Basketball,
Badminton, Handball, Floor Hockey, Softball, Fitness Activities, Cooperative Games.

Health Grades 9-10
½ Unit

Mental, physical and social health are studied to help students understand themselves and
respect others. The goal is to develop responsible and mature decision making. Topics include
the New York State mandated units on drugs, alcohol, tobacco, mental health and survival in
emergency situations. Other topics are mental health, family living, human sexuality, nutrition
and consumer health including AIDS education.

Weight Lifting Grades 9-10
½ Unit

Weight Lifting is a course specifically for students who are interested in learning how to lift
weights. In this course, students will learn the safe techniques of lifts and how to create a
personal lifting program as well as performing those lifting programs throughout the course.
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STEM and Business Department
The STEM and Business Department consists of Business, Mathematics, Science, and
Technology. Students will be instilled with a variety of interests and strengths that infuse
traditional school curricula through inquiry-based learning, discovery education, and real world
problem-solving investigations with the goal of preparing a new generation of scientists,
mathematicians, engineers, researchers, and inventors.

Business
Business Education courses enable students to develop their leadership and problem-solving
skills by analyzing and solving authentic problems. In addition, these courses may allow
students to make concrete decisions regarding their interest in post-secondary entrepreneurship
or business education. Some of these courses prepare students for addressing personal money
management.

Financial Management I Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None ½ Unit
Students will learn about assets (investments), liabilities (mortgages and loans), and risk
(insurance) management. Financial Management I will focus on saving and investment
strategies and how to plan for the future. Financial Management II will focus on resource
(purchasing decisions) and credit management.

Financial Management  II Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Financial Management I ½ Unit
Financial Management II is a continuation of the skills and projects that were introduced in
Financial Management I. In addition, Financial Management II will focus on resource
(purchasing decisions) and credit management.

Career Management Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None (Required for 5-Unit Business Education Sequence) ½ Unit
The purpose of this course is to help students make appropriate career choices. Students will
learn about themselves and research careers that match their skills and interests. Instruction
will also focus on interviewing skills and resumé writing.

Business Computer Applications Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None (Required for 5-Unit Business Education Sequence) ½ Unit
Students will learn to use a variety of Microsoft Office 2000 applications including Word (create
newsletters, tables, and manipulate pictures), Power Point (compose a slide-show presentation
with animation) and Excel (compute with spreadsheets and create graphs).
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College Virtual Enterprise Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Dept. recommendation 1 Unit
Virtual Enterprise is a course that allows students to experience, in a simulated business
environment, every aspect of a business including human resources, accounting, production,
distribution, marketing and sales. This workplace simulation enables students to understand
how employees, work group teams, and departments interact with each other and work together
for the success of the company. Students engage in virtual business with thousands of firms
throughout the world. (College credit offered through Farmingdale State).

Sports Marketing Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — None ½ Unit
This course is designed to introduce students to the sports industry. The course focuses on
promoting teams, product design, modeling stadiums, and designing uniforms as well as the
specific marketing strategies used in the sports industry.

Introduction to Business Grades 9-12
Prerequisite -- None ½ Unit
This is an introductory course into the business world. Students will learn an overview of the
business world including management, marketing, accounting, finance, ethics and
organizational structure.

Advertising Grades 9-12
Prerequisite -- None ½ Unit
This course will introduce students to the advertising industry and to a variety of career
opportunities in advertising, mass media, and advertising departments in business firms.
Students will be instructed on techniques used in developing creative layouts and copy.

Fashion Marketing Grades 9-12
Prerequisite -- None ½ Unit
This course is designed to introduce students to the fashion industry. The course focuses on the
latest fashion trends, designers, the world of fashion and acquiring an understanding of fashion
terminology as well as the specific marketing strategies used in retail fashion.

Syracuse University Project Advance (SUPA) Economics of Personal Finance
Prerequisite -- None Grades 9-12

1 Unit
This introduction to personal finance focuses on the foundations of financial planning such as
setting short-term and long-term financial goals while covering essential aspects of consumer
personal finance including budgeting, taxes, record keeping, saving, borrowing, banking,
investing, retirement planning and insurance. This college course is offered through Syracuse
University, and students paying the (discounted) fee for SU credit will receive a Syracuse
University transcript.
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Mathematics
Students must pass the Algebra I Regents Exam and successfully complete at least three units
of Math in order to graduate. The majority of ninth-grade students take Algebra which is the first
course of the Common Core State Standards Scope and Sequence for High School
Mathematics.  These courses place an emphasis on understanding mathematical concepts.
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Algebra I Grade 9
Prerequisite — Math 8 1 Unit
This course covers the Common Core Algebra I scope and sequence. Students will take the
Algebra I Regents in June. Passing the Algebra I regents is the MINIMUM graduation
requirement. The curriculum focuses on expressions and equations, linear and exponential
functions, descriptive statistics, and polynomial expressions, equations, quadratics and
functions.

Algebra I w/ Workshop Grade 9
Prerequisite — Math 8 1 Unit
This course covers the Common Core Algebra I scope and sequence. Students will take the
Algebra I Regents in June. Passing the Algebra I regents is the MINIMUM graduation
requirement. The curriculum focuses on expressions and equations, linear and exponential
functions, descriptive statistics, and polynomial expressions, equations, and functions.

This is the Algebra I course with an accompanying workshop. It is offered as support for those
students who have an identifiable weakness in mathematics. It is a supplement to the Regents-
level classes and is designed to reinforce the subject matter taught in the course. This class will
meet on alternate days throughout the school year. In the workshop, students will be provided
with small-group instruction and support materials to help them to prepare for the Regents.

Geometry Skills Grades 9-12
Prerequisite — Algebra I or Algebra I w/ Workshop 1 Unit
Geometry Skills is a full year non-Regents Geometry course designed for students who either
are not embarking on an Advanced diploma or who would need remediation in topics in
Geometry before taking the Regents-level version. The course will integrate 25% Algebra topics
infused with 75% Geometric concepts. The course is designed to prepare students to enroll in
Regents-level Geometry should that be their math course for the following year.

Geometry Grade 10
Prerequisite — Algebra I, Algebra I w/ Workshop or Geometry Skills 1 Unit
This course covers the Common Core Geometry scope and sequence. Students will take the
Geometry Regents in June. The curriculum focuses on Congruence, Similarity, and Proof.
Trigonometry, Circles, Constructions, and Coordinate Geometry are also studied in great depth.

Geometry w/ Workshop Grade 10
Prerequisite — Algebra I, Algebra I w/ Workshop or Geometry Skills 1 Unit
This course covers the Common Core Geometry scope and sequence. Students will take the
Geometry Regents in June. The curriculum focuses on Congruence, Similarity, and Proof.
Trigonometry, Circles, Constructions, and Coordinate Geometry are also studied in great depth.

This is the Geometry course with an accompanying workshop. It is offered as support for those
students who have an identifiable weakness in mathematics. It is a supplement to the Regents-
level classes and is designed to reinforce the subject matter taught in the course. This class will
meet on alternate days throughout the school year. In the workshop, students will be provided
with small-group instruction and support materials to help them to prepare for the Regents.
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Geometry Honors Grade 9
Prerequisite — Accelerated Algebra I 1 Unit
This course covers the Common Core Geometry scope and sequence. Students will take the
Geometry Regents in June. The curriculum focuses on Congruence, Similarity, and Proof.
Trigonometry, Circles, Constructions, and Coordinate Geometry are also studied in great depth.
Additional topics taught include Euclidean and Solid Geometry, Coordinate and
Transformational Geometry as well as Locus and Law of Sine/Law of Cosine. Students will take
the Geometry Regents at the conclusion of the course.

Geometric Principles of Mathematics Grade 10
Prerequisite —Algebra I and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course focuses on the critical Algebra and Geometry topics that are crucial for success in
Algebra and Geometry, SAT and College Entrance Exams. Among topics included, but not
limited to, are Linear, Quadratic, and Exponential Functions, Simplifying and Operations with
Rational Expressions and Radicals, Geometric Constructions, Transformational Geometry,
Parallel Lines cut by a Transversal, Similarity and Congruence, and Coordinate Geometry.

Algebra 2 Grade 10
Prerequisite — Geometry or Geometry w/ Workshop 1 Unit
This course is based on the third year of the three-year Integrated Math curriculum. Students
will take the Algebra 2 Regents in June. Topics include relations and functions, exponential,
trigonometric and logarithmic, and complex numbers. A general overview of probability and
statistics is also included.

Algebra 2 w/ Workshop Grade 11
Prerequisite — Geometry or Geometry w/ Workshop 1 Unit
This course is based on the third year of the three-year Integrated Math curriculum. Students
will take the Algebra 2 Regents in June. Topics include relations and functions, exponential,
trigonometric and logarithmic, and complex numbers. A general overview of probability and
statistics is also included.

This course has an accompanying workshop. It is offered as support for those students who
have an identifiable weakness in mathematics. It is a supplement to the Regents-level classes
and is designed to reinforce the subject matter taught in the course. This class will meet on
alternate days throughout the school year and is attached to the main Algebra 2 instructional
period.

Algebra 2 Honors Grade 10
Prerequisite — Geometry Honors 1 Unit
This course is partially based on the third year of the three-year integrated math curriculum.
Students will take the Algebra 2 Regents in June. Additional topics include: polynomial,
rational, exponential, logarithmic, circular and trigonometric functions. Complex numbers, series
and sequences, and a general overview of probability and statistics are explored as well.
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Algebraic Principles of Mathematics Grade 11
Prerequisite —Geometry, Geometry w/ Workshop 1 Unit
This course focuses on the critical Algebra topics that are covered in Algebra 2. Among the
topics included are: rational expressions and equations, real numbers and radicals, relations
and functions, quadratic functions and complex numbers, exponential functions, logarithmic
functions.

Pre-Calculus Grades 11-12
Prerequisite - Completion of 3rd Year Math Course and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course provides a foundation in mathematics in preparation for Calculus. The topics
include algebraic and trigonometric functions and their graphs, exponential and logarithmic
functions and their graphs, conic sections and systems of equations.
(College credit through Molloy College)

Pre-Calculus Honors College Grade 11
Prerequisite —Algebra 2 Honors and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course studies advanced functional analysis especially as it applies to Calculus. Thus, it
serves as an excellent preparation for students who plan to take AP Calculus as seniors. The
use of the TI84 Plus graphing calculator is required. Topics include “natural” logarithms, limits,
continuity, introduction to derivatives and to integration and their applications. (College credit
through Molloy College).

College Statistics Grades 11-12
Prerequisite -  Completion of 3rd Year Math Course and/or Dept. Recommendation        1 Unit
In this course, students will be introduced to the major concepts and tools for collecting,
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students will learn the course concepts through
hands-on experimentation and investigation. They will analyze existing data as well as data
collected through a survey, observational study or experiment. They will then display the data in
different ways, analyze it, and draw conclusions based on the results. The four main
components of the course are: exploring data, data collection, probability, inference. Note:
Statistics is an effective preparation for students interested in the fields of social sciences,
health sciences, business, engineering, and mathematics. This course will allow students to
build interdisciplinary connections with other subjects and with their world outside school.
(College credit through Molloy College).

Advanced Placement -  Statistics Grades 11-12
Prerequisite -  Completion of 3rd Year Math Course and/or  Dept. Recommendation          1 Unit
The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one semester, introductory, non-calculus based
college course in Statistics. The course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes in the AP
Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, statistical
inference. Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build
conceptual understanding.  Students will take the AP exam for college credit in May.
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Advanced Placement - Calculus AB Grade 12
Prerequisite —Completion of  Pre Calc Honors and/or  Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course follows the AB syllabus of the Advanced Placement Calculus course. Students will
take the AP exam for college credit in May. Topics include all the material from Differential and
Integral Calculus that would be covered in a one-semester college Calculus course.

Business Math Grade 12
Prerequisite —Algebra I and/or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course offers students the opportunity to extend their mathematical background and
explore real-world applications. Topics for study include material from algebra, probability,
statistics and business and consumer math. Students will use both calculators and the computer
to complete extended projects. This course can be used to fulfill the required third unit of math
or one credit toward the five unit Business sequence.

Game Theory Grade 11 or 12
Prerequisite - None 1 Unit
This course is the study of mathematical models of strategy and decision making allowing
students to engage into a multitude of game types. The majority of this course will be hands-on
allowing students to understand the mathematical relevance for several games as well as
participating in the theories in a dynamic and student-centered approach. In addition to utilizing
Game Theory within games, students will evaluate and apply the theorems to outside topics
including political science, philosophy, artificial intelligence, and military strategy.
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Science
Science courses at West Hempstead High School are designed to provide students with the
skills needed to meet and exceed the standards established by the New York State Education
Department. This is accomplished through the encouragement of higher-order thinking,
development of advanced problem-solving skills, and through the use of a wide variety of
laboratory and classroom experiences. The goal is for students to gain an appreciation and
respect for this vitally important field of knowledge.
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Living Environment Grade 9
Prerequisite — Science 8 1 Unit
This course provides students with an awareness of the natural world and an understanding of
biological processes through laboratory work. Topics include: cell physiology, body systems,
energy, organisms, genetics, ecology, evolution. A Science Expo project is required as part of
this course. A Living Environment Regents examination is required. Students must complete a
minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory activities to sit for the Regents Examination.

Living Environment Workshop Grades 9-12
Prerequisite – Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This workshop serves students who have not yet received a satisfactory grade in Living
Environment or on the Regents examination in Living Environment. The course is also open to
students currently enrolled in Living Environment who need additional skill reinforcement
beyond the teacher’s Office Hours sessions. Remedial instruction is provided in small groups or
on an individual basis.

Earth Science/ Physical Setting Grade: 10
Prerequisite — Living Environment 1 Unit
This course investigates how life is conditioned by the structure and the composition of the
Earth. It studies the Earth’s processes of change and energy through the four major branches of
Earth Science: geology, oceanography, meteorology, astronomy. A Science Expo project is
required as part of this course. An Earth Science/Physical Setting Regents examination is
required. Students must complete a minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory activities
to sit for the Regents Examination.

Earth Science Accelerated/ Physical Setting Grade: 9
Prerequisite —Living Environment Honors                                                                            1 Unit
Earth Science Accelerated adheres to the Earth Science/ Physical Setting Curriculum. Areas of
study include earth climate, erosion, deposition, astronomy, rock formation, hydrology and
geologic history. The emphasis is on student-centered activities and concepts rather than on
accumulation of facts. Collection, analysis and interpretation of data are skills developed in this
course. Development of accurate and safe laboratory techniques is an integral part of the
curriculum. Students must complete a minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory
activities to sit for the Regents Examination. A Science Expo project is required as part of this
course. Enrichment will be provided through more difficult problem-solving activities.

Chemistry/ Physical Setting Grade: 10-11
Prerequisite — Living Environment and Earth Science                                                        1 Unit
Chemistry stresses the concepts of quantum mechanics, molecular structure, chemical bonding,
and periodicity of chemical elements, chemical reactions and the mole concept. Students work
with standard notations of numbers, significant figures, metric system of units, heat units,
dimensional analysis, direct and inverse relationships. Students must complete a minimum of
1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory activities to sit for the Regents examination. A Science
Expo project is required as part of this course. A Chemistry/Physical Setting Regents
examination is required.
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Chemistry Honors /Physical Setting Grade 10-11
Prerequisites —Earth Science Honors 1 Unit
The topics are similar to Chemistry/Physical Setting, but each topic is covered in greater depth.
Students learn experimental design and execution and use of scientific literature for production
of competitive essays. Students must complete a minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on
laboratory activities to sit for the Regents Examination. A Science Expo project is required as
part of this course. Students in Honors Earth Science will be exposed to AP-level material. A
Chemistry/Physical Setting Regents examination is required.

Physics Honors / Physical Setting Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — 2 Units of Science 1 Unit
This course focuses on the interrelationships of the unifying principles of Physics. Topics are
developed using extensive laboratory and classroom experiences which include mechanics,
heat, wave phenomena, electricity, and nuclear physics. A Physics/Physical Setting Regents
examination is required. Students must complete a minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on
laboratory activities to sit for the Regents examination. A Science Expo project is required as
part of this course.

Advanced Placement - Biology Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — Completion of at least 2 Regents-level science courses and  Dept.
Recommendation 1 Unit
The AP Biology program allows highly motivated high school students the opportunity to earn
college credit in Biology. This course is particularly suited for students who are considering
majoring in science in college. The topics covered in the course include a review of chemistry,
cell theory, respiration, photosynthesis, cell division, heredity, evolution, taxonomy and
classification, plants, human physiology, human reproduction, behavioral ecology, etiology, and
ecology.  This course may include animal dissections.

Advanced Placement - Chemistry Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — Completion of at least 2 Regents-level science courses and  Dept.
Recommendation 1 Unit
This is the equivalent of a first-year, college Chemistry course. AP Chemistry places emphasis
on chemical calculations, mathematical formulation, and extensive laboratory work using
quantitative and qualitative analysis leading to research-based findings. Taking the Advanced
Placement examination in Chemistry is a course requirement. Satisfactory performance may
result in credit at many colleges and universities.
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Advanced Placement -  Environmental Science Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — Completion of at least 2 Regents-level science courses and  Dept.
Recommendation 1 Unit
AP Environmental Science is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college course in
Environmental Science. Environmental science is the study of the natural sciences in an
interdisciplinary context that always includes people and how they influence the system. It
includes many aspects of Biology, Earth Science, fundamental principles of Chemistry and
Physics. This course will provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of environmental phenomena.

Advanced Placement Physics Grades 11-12
Prerequisites — Completion of at least 2 Regents-level science courses and  Dept.
Recommendation 1 Unit
AP Physics 1 is an Algebra-based course that is the equivalent to a first-semester college
course in Algebra-based Physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational
dynamics and angular momentum), work, energy, and power as well as mechanical waves and
sound. It will also introduce electric circuits. The students will also complete the Regents
Physics curriculum and fulfill the NYS laboratory requirement in preparation for the Physics
Regents examination in June.

Marine Biology Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Earth Science and Living Environment or  Dept. Recommendation            ½ Unit
This course explores the physiology of oceans while drawing upon the disciplines of Biology,
Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science. Topics include the ocean environment, tools which
extend our vision of the oceans, physiography, waves, currents and water pollution. The work
will be guided by laboratory activities in the classroom and field trips to local sites.

Clinical Forensic Science Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Earth Science and Living Environment or  Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This laboratory-centered course introduces modern forensic laboratory techniques to analyze
minute samples, fingerprints, ballistics and other elements of a crime scene. Medical
applications and career opportunities are investigated through class work and field trips.

Environmental Studies Grades 11-12
Prerequisite – Earth Science and Living Environment or Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
Environmental Science introduces students to a broad view of the biosphere and the physical
parameters that affect it. Biogeochemical cycles that impact biomes are emphasized. Students
study a variety of topics including biotic and abiotic factors in habitats, ecosystems, biomes and
interrelationships between resources and environmental systems, sources and flow of energy
through environmental systems, factors that influence carrying capacity, and natural and
man-made environmental changes.
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Astronomy Grades 11-12
Prerequisite — Earth Science and Living Environment or Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This course will provide the student with an introduction to the concepts of modern astronomy,
the origin and history of the Universe and the formation of the Earth and the solar system.
Students will compare the Earth's properties with those of the other planets and explore how the
universe has influenced human thought and action. The course gives a description of
astronomical phenomena using the laws of Physics. The topics covered include planets, stars,
the Milky Way and other galaxies, black holes, and the origin of the universe including its
evolution and fate.

Science Research Grades 9-12
Prerequisites —Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This course focuses on science research. Students use university and professional science
facilities and interact with practicing researchers. Students are trained in advanced investigatory
tools. Skills are used to devise and carry out independent research projects for science
competitions, such as the Long Island Science and Engineering Fair, Long Island Science
Congress, Molloy College Science Fair, Science Olympiad, and the Intel Science Talent Search.
Students may enroll in this course as a follow up to summer research programs. See the
Department Director if interested in attending a summer workshop. This program may include
several field trips outside of school hours.

Applied Chemistry Grades 11-12
Prerequisites - Regents-level Living Environment and Earth Science ½ Unit
The objective of this course is for students to experience Chemistry-based concepts through
real-world settings and relatable applications.This course will consist of both lab and lecture
during a single period.

Human Anatomy & Physiology Grade 10-12
Prerequisites - Regents-level Living Environment and Earth Science ½ Unit
Human Anatomy and Physiology is an activity-based course that investigates the structure and
function of the human body. This course will cover topics ranging from basic anatomical
terminology to the biochemical composition of the human body while going into great detail of
each of the major body systems and the impact of diseases on them. Students will be
responsible for proper use of lab equipment, lab reports, and projects assigned throughout each
unit. This is a one-semester, single-period course.
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Syracuse University Project Advance (SUPA) Forensics- Grades 11-12
Prerequisites - Regents-level Living Environment and Earth Science 1 Unit
In this college-level forensic science course, students will discover the unique ways to analyze
blood, how to deconstruct organic and inorganic evidence, the many uses of DNA, drug
chemistry and toxicology, how to compare fibers, paints, glass and soil, and much more. Lab
assignments are techniques in forensic investigation including identifying food dyes by paper
chromatography, classifying carbohydrates, and performing qualitative tests for amino acids,
proteins, and other chemicals. Students will learn how recent advances in scientific methods
and principles have had an enormous impact on law enforcement and the entire criminal justice
system. This course is intended to provide an introduction to understanding the science behind
crime detection. Scientific methods, specifically relevant to crime detection and analysis, will be
presented with emphasis placed on the techniques used in evaluating physical evidence. This
college course is offered through Syracuse University, and students paying the (discounted) fee
for SU credit will receive a Syracuse University transcript.

Technology
Advanced Placement - Computer Science Principles Grades 11-12
Prerequisite- None 1 Unit
AP Computer Science Principles introduces students to the breadth of the field of Computer
Science. In this course, students will learn to design and to evaluate solutions and apply
Computer Science to solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs.
Students will also explain how computing innovations and computing systems (including the
Internet) work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is
collaborative and ethical. The course engages students in the creative aspects of the field by
allowing them to develop computational artifacts based on their interests. Students will also
develop effective communication and collaboration skills by working individually and
collaboratively to solve problems and will discuss and write about the impacts these solutions
could have on their community, society, and the world. No prior coding experience is necessary.

Design & Drawing for Production Grades 9-12
Prerequisite- None 1 Unit
Design & Drawing for Production is a full-year course that will introduce the students to basic
technical drawing skills and techniques. These drawing skills are necessary in the engineering,
production and design fields. Since computers are used today in nearly every phase of
engineering, science, business and technology, the material taught in this course will be
augmented with basic activities in CAD (Computer Aided Design). Problem-solving assignments
will be both drawn and built in class.
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Computer Graphics & Web Design Grades 9-12
Prerequisite- None ½ Unit
This course provides students with the opportunity to integrate visual art concepts and
technology. Students will use current computer software found in the Design, Publishing,
Graphics Arts, and Web Design world. They will also be exposed to the basic concepts of
design in the areas of graphics, advising, package and web. This course provides students with
the opportunity to integrate visual art concepts and technology. Students will use current
computer software found in the Design, Publishing, Graphics Arts, and Web Design world. They
will also be exposed to the basic concepts design in the areas of graphics, advising, package
and web.

Vex Robotics Grades 9-12
Prerequisites - Dept. Recommendation ½ Unit
This curriculum leverages the “coolness” of robotics and the excitement of head-to-head
competition to inspire and to engage students. Students will walk through the design and build
a mobile robot to play a sport-like game. During this process, they will learn key STEM
principles and robotics concepts. At the culmination of this class, they will compete
head-to-head against their peers in the classroom or on the world stage in the VEX Robotics
Competition which is the largest and fastest growing international robotics competition for
middle and high school students. The curriculum is created to ensure that students with varying
learning styles and levels can accomplish the lesson goals. No prior robotics experience is
required. Beginners are able to advance sequentially through the units to gradually increase
their knowledge and skill level.

Video Production Grades 9-12
Prerequisite- None ½  Unit
In this course, students will explore the different areas of Video Production, learn about the key
principles of production, and produce their own videos. They will work through the
Pre-Production, Production, and Post-Production phases in individual and team projects. Some
of the types of videos they will create are commercials, stories, autobiography and documentary
films, event videos, marketing videos and more. Students will conclude the course with a digital
portfolio showcasing all of their final products.

World of Technology Grades 10-12
Prerequisites - Earth Science and/or Living Environment or Dept. Recommendation 1 Unit
This course will provide students with opportunities to become engaged in critical thinking as
they design and develop solutions to real-world problems. They will be exposed to popular
areas of technology such as workplace technology (Google Suite applications) and coding in a
variety of languages. Students will also explore the impacts of computing on society and
developing their digital literacy. They will learn 21st-Century soft skills such as collaboration,
communication, creative thinking, and problem solving. At the conclusion of the course,
students will have a digital portfolio showcasing a variety of projects that demonstrate the
knowledge and skills they developed.
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Foundations of Cyber Security Grades 9-12
Prerequisites - None ½ Unit
This course prepares students with crucial skills to be responsible citizens within a digital world.
Topics included are foundational cybersecurity, digital citizenship and cyber hygiene, and the
basics of cryptography. Students will complete a culminating course project where they will
create a public service announcement.
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Special Education
(Pupil Personnel Services)

The Committee on Special Education recommends programs and services to address the
unique learning styles of each student who is identified as having an educationally handicapping
condition. Special support and services are delivered within the full continuum of educational
environments ranging from related services provided to students within the general education
environment to inclusion programs to self-contained environments.

Each student who meets criteria for special education services receives an Individualized
Educational Program (IEP) which describes the special supports and services that are to be
provided to the student to ensure an appropriate education. By providing appropriate education
environments, students with special needs can contribute to society by pursuing meaningful
careers, living independently and developing their talents.

Speech/Language Program Grades 9-12
Prerequisites – Recommendation by the Committee on Special Education               Not for credit
This specialized program provides services for students with communication disorders.

Resource Room Program Grades 9-12
Prerequisites – Recommendation by the Committee on Special Education               Not for credit
Designed for students in regular classes requiring specialized supplementary instruction
provided on a daily basis in a small-group setting.

Inclusion/Academic Seminar Grades 9-12
Prerequisites – Recommendation by the Committee on Special Education Up to 4 units
Students identified as having an educational disability who require support are blended with
general education students. Inclusion classes are available in English, Social Studies,
Mathematics and Science. The inclusion program consists of a general education teacher with a
consistent special education teacher or teacher assistant. One period of academic support is
provided to the special education students to support the general education curricula.

Special Class Program Grades 9-12
Prerequisites – Recommendation by the Committee on Special Education               Up to 4 units
Special Class curricula parallel the regular Regent curricula with a High School diploma being
the expected goal. Special class subjects are available in English, Social Studies, Mathematics
and Science.  Students select the electives of their choice to fulfill graduation requirements.
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Vocational Education
These are available at Nassau BOCES sites in Westbury and Old Brookville. Most are half day,
two-year programs for juniors and seniors. Students must visit Nassau BOCES before selecting
a program. Interested students should see their school counselor for further information.

BOCES Attendance Criteria as of 2018-2019 School Year and Beyond
1st year:

● Student must be on track to graduate with his/her respective class
● Must be passing all academic classes at WHHS
● Needs to show demonstrated interest in stated career
● Essay requirement: students must submit a paragraph expressing why they are interested in a

particular program
● How will it benefit their planned career
● Cannot be on ineligibility list
● Have already passed 9th grade Regents examinations (10th grade if they will be seniors when

entering program at BOCES)
● Have good attendance at WHHS (limited and legal absences only)
● Only open to students in Grades 11 and 12
● Recommendation by School Counseling / CSE
● Student’s program of interest has been approved and accepted by BOCES

2nd year:
● Good attendance – here and at BOCES (limited and legal absences only)
● Cannot be on ineligibility list
● Must have met diploma requirements as of the end of 11th grade
● Demonstrated success as shown on BOCES/WHHS report cards
● Must be in 12th Grade

Remember: The only BOCES program we subscribe to is the Joseph M. Barry Career &
Technical Education Center. Ms. Maron or Mr. Pumo must approve all applications in
advance.
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