
Perry Elementary
December 17th, 2021

Sadness and Joy
Dear Perry Elementary Families,

This past week has been filled with sadness and joy.  As many have already learned, we lost a
dear member of our teaching community this past week.  Lori Kohagen, a fifth grade teacher,
passed away unexpectedly.  It is heartwarming to watch the ways in which colleagues, friends, and
families from Perry and the surrounding areas have come together to support in a variety of ways.
However, the sadness is heavy.   Driving home, I was reminded of one of my favorite quotes,
weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.

Boy, did joy come!  Thursday morning came in a flurry of red, green, and white little ones with
arms full of special treats and gifts for all they loved.  As classrooms celebrated in their own ways,
laughter and delight filled the hallways.  The smell of hot chocolate wafted through the air.  In the
lobby, students were testing their boats and hideouts made from gummy treats and popsicle sticks
in their attempt to save the Gingerbread Man from the hungry wolf (yes, all survived!)   Naughty
elves stole shoes as the preschoolers diligently searched the hallways.  My door quickly became
full of cards filled with well wishes and kind thoughts.  As the students bounced out of the building at
the end of the day, smiling from ear to ear, my joy was renewed.

As you move through your winter break, my hope for you is that your joy is renewed also! Take
time to slow down, play games, read books, eat good food, and smile!  Family first, always!

Educationally,
Mrs. Staib

(517) 625-3101
staibj@perry.k12.mi.us

PTO News

The next PTO meeting will be  held on Thursday, January 13th.  Questions can be emailed to

perryelementarypto@gmail.com.

CARS Kids!
Research on human motivation indicates that to create a positive school/classroom atmosphere, a
ratio of at least 4 positive reinforcements to every 1 negative reinforcement is required.  This means
that a child needs at least 4 positive adult/teacher interactions to every 1 redirective interaction.
Positive tickets are just one tool staff can use to positively recognize students.
How the Tickets Work:
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● When a student is handed a ticket, they are told what CARS expectation they met.  This is a
positive reinforcement.

● Students write their names on tickets and place them in a large “gas tank” by the office.  Some
teachers choose to collect tickets as a class, then have a student(s) take them down once a
week, etc.

● Once a week, names are drawn during announcements.  These students come down to the
office for a small prize.

● When the gas-tank is full, there is a school-wide celebration.

Perry Spirit Wear

Here is the link for our school site: https://www.perryschoolspiritwear.com/ Shipping is always

free on orders of $50 or more and a percentage of the sales goes to our PTO.

Exploring Our World
Kwanzaa is a winter holiday that celebrates African-American heritage. It was
founded in 1966 and lasts a week from December 26th to January 1st.
Kwanzaa is a secular holiday that’s based on the start of the harvest season
in Africa, and it’s observed by millions of people in the United States.  Explore
these resources to learn more and share with your children.
Kwanzaa for Kids - History, tradition, celebration, and stories for all ages.
What is Kwanzaa and How is it Celebrated? - Inside Edition video clip for
older students and parents.
K is for Kwanzaa - Alphabet book reading for younger students.

Upcoming Events:

● Dec.20th-Jan.2nd: Winter Break

● Jan.3rd: School resumes

● Jan. 14th-17th: No school

● Feb. 2nd: Half Day - Dismissal at 11:10

https://www.perryschoolspiritwear.com/
https://kidskonnect.com/articles/kwanzaa-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKLvaql9Xvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=295cpODq2B8

