
USD #393 Board of Education     Regular Meeting 
Solomon High School Library     7:00 PM       
Solomon, Ks. 67480       December 13, 2021 
 
Members Present:  Andrea McCook, President, Brad Homman, Vice President, Todd 
Brungardt, Denise Miller, Wade Walker, Justin Zerbe   Administration & Staff Present:  
Justin Coup, Superintendent, Nick Owen, 9-12 Principal, Dean Ann Zsamba, Clerk of the 
Board   Guests: Shelby Noggle, Leannitta Heller, Rob VanDeCreek, Robyn Pekarek, 
Maria Kutina, Louis Weishaar, HTK Architects, Erick Underwood, Logan 
Hammerschmidt, Reese Perry, Hayden Zerbe, Lucas Newcomer 
The flag salute was recited and Denise Miller read the district mission statement. 
Andrea McCook, President called the meeting to order at 7PM in the Career & 
Counseling Center.  Contract approval for Annie Seels, Middle School Math Instructor 
was added to the regular agenda.  Brad Homman moved to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Denise Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0.   
President Andrea McCook presented a plaque to Todd Brungardt thanking him for his 8 
years of service on the Board of Education.  Members thanked Todd and wished him the 
very best with a reminder that meetings are open to the public and he is welcome to 
attend.   
Superintendent Coup presented the bills and vouchers.  Discussion followed.  Todd 
Brungardt moved to approve the bills and vouchers as presented and discussed.  Wade 
Walker seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0.  
President McCook reviewed the consent agenda items:  Approval of November 8 and 
November 30 meeting minutes; Approval of BCBS Healthy Habits Grant - $1,000; 
Approval of Operation Gorilla Family Donations - $4,012.  Brad Homman moved to 
approve the items presented in the consent agenda.  Wade Walker seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.  6 – 0.   
Superintendent Coup reviewed the Comparative Budget Report with members.  
Discussion followed.  He also reviewed the current expenditures to date for Capital 
Outlay.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Coup reviewed his written report.  He explained the 
changes to the testing process for COVID which will keep kids in school.  The Hall of 
Fame committee has met and the first inductees will be Dennis Riordan, Kat and Darlene 
Janssen, Clyde Venneberg and the first girl’s basketball team to compete at state in 1979.   
Hellas Construction has broke ground on the track project and expects to be completed by 
April 1.  Discussion followed.  He advised that the district received an A rating from S & 
P Global.  The actual sale of the bonds will take place in January.   
Principal McCall advised that Mr. John Luce and Mr. Caleb Smith and their students are 
ready to present the combined Christmas vocal and instrumental music concert Tuesday 
evening.  He advised that students who met the criteria for positive behavior first 
semester will be rewarded with a party at the Alley in Salina.  Basketball is going well 
and students are improving every game.   



Principal Owen advised that the varsity boys won the recent Tri County Classic 
Tournament.  He thanked Jodi Howard for taking over the task of team pictures and for 
providing good quality pictures for a very affordable cost.  Mr. Owen stated that the 
recent play and dinner theatre were a huge success and thanks to Mr. Delay and Mrs. 
Vinson and the students.  He thanked Ava Owen for sponsoring the 12 team scholars 
bowl tournament.  6th,8th, 10th and 12th grade classes will be taking the Kansas 
Community that Cares Survey. High school students completed community service hours 
with a community clean up before Thanksgiving break, organized by Mrs. Howard. The 
robotics team competed at WSU and will share their experiences later at this meeting.   
Jarrett Baxa is student of the month.   
Dean Ann Zsamba advised that the Recreation Commission is advertising for a program 
coordinator.  K-5 basketball had 31 participants and was put on by the high school boy’s 
basketball team and coaches.   
Written reports were received from Marc Schardein and Parents as Teachers.  Denise 
Miller moved to approve the reports as presented and discussed.  Todd Brungardt 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0.  
Maria Kutina and Ben Flowers from HTK met with staff today to answer questions and 
receive their ideas as we move forward with the design phase of our project.  Maria 
advised board members that Lisa Harris, Food Service Director shared very detailed 
drawings and material related to the new kitchen and serving areas.  Dale Davidson, Ag 
Department helped make several design changes and suggestions as they met.  Teachers 
also provided definite ideas and suggestions for their classrooms.  Discussion followed.  
Final drawings will be available in March for board approval. The plan is to take the 
project to the bid phase in April and depending on availability of materials, the kitchen 
phase will be first followed by the shop renovation.  Discussion followed.  Architects left 
the meeting following their presentation.   
Superintendent Coup presented three quotes for track equipment.  Discussion followed.  
Brad Homman moved to authorize the Superintendent to purchase track equipment not to 
exceed the Athco quote of $57,079.62. Wade Walker seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried.  6 – 0.  Discussion followed.  Track equipment has not been updated or 
purchased for many years.   
Principal Nick Owen presented the second reading of the proposal to increase rigor of 
GPA for college classes.  Discussion followed.  Students that enroll and successfully 
complete college classes will be granted weighting for those classes.  The policy is 
attached to the official minutes.  Wade Walker moved to approve the policy as presented 
and discussed.  Todd Brungardt seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0.   
Erick Underwood, Robotics Sponsor and his team presented their robot that they built 
and competed with at the recent Best Robotics Competition at Wichita State University.  
The student team consisted of Regan Perry, Logan Hammerschmidt, Hayden Zerbe, 
Lucas Newcomer.  Students demonstrated the robot and shared challenges and successes.  
Discussion followed.  Practices were held before school and on Saturdays with two trips 
to WSU one to work out problems and design flaws with the robot and the final trip to 
compete in the demolition competition. 24 schools competed at WSU.    Students all 
competed with the same kit and could add two items of their choice.  They wrote code to 



operate the robot as well as constructed the robot.  Discussion followed. Members wanted 
the students for this presentation.   
Board members Brad Homman and Wade Walker received Career Technical Educational 
presentations from teachers.  Discussion followed.  Projects considered are Big Red T, 
Gorilla Grub, and Ag Construction.  Discussion followed. Students are gaining valuable 
life experiences as they participate in these activities.    Brad Homman moved to extend a 
$250.00 stipend to each teacher.  Wade Walker seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  5 
– 1.  
Superintendent Coup updated members with current active COVID cases – 0 cases with 5 
– 7 testing as of Monday due to exposures.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Coup updated 
board members on the testing policy.  Discussion followed.   
President McCook reviewed the upcoming dates and topics: December 14 – PK-12 Music 
Concert; December 21 – last day of school for students; December 22 – Teacher 
Workday; January 3 – Teacher In-service; January 4 – First day of 2nd Semester; January 
10th – Board Meeting; January 12th – Whole Board Training, 6 PM.  
Brad Homman moved to go into executive session at 8:15 PM for 20 minutes to include 
all board members and the superintendent for the purpose of discussion of individual 
employee’s performance pursuant to non-elected personnel exception under KOMA for a 
duration of 20 minutes and to include the Board of Education and the Superintendent.  
The open meeting in the board room will resume at 8:35PM. Denise Miller seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0. The board returned to general session at 8:35PM 
Brad Homman moved to approve Kathy Cochran, library Aide’s request for retirement at 
the conclusion of her current contract and to thank her for her dedication and service the 
students of our district. Todd Brungardt seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 6 – 0. 
Brad Homman moved to offer a contract to Annie Seel for Middle School Math 
beginning January 31, 2022.  Todd Brungardt seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 
0. 
Brad Homman moved to extend Superintendent Coup’s contract thru June 30, 2024 with 
terms and conditions to be determined at a later time.  Todd Brungardt seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried.  6 – 0.   
With no further business to conduct, Todd Brungardt moved to adjourn the meeting at 
8:45 PM.  Wade Walker seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  6– 0 

 

________________________________          _______________________________ 
Andrea McCook, President           Dean Ann Zsamba, Clerk of the Board 
 
The next regular meeting of USD #393 Board of Education will be on January 10th, 2022 
at 7:00 PM. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


