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Dear Sandite Families,

We have journeyed through almost two years of the COVID-19 pandemic with as little disruption to the
learning environment as possible. Last semester our total COVID-19 cases peaked early at 78 total
cases. As you are likely aware, we are seeing another peak with the new variant. At this time, our district
has 102 COVID-19 cases for both students and staff. We are also aware of several staff members who
are awaiting test results. We are doing our best to keep classes open at all sites, but are struggling with
adequate staffing across the district. We ask for your continued patience and understanding as we
problem solve to keep our doors open. It is possible we may end up in a predicament this week that will
require short-term shifts to distance learning in some classrooms or grade levels.

Last week, our nursing staff met with members of our Leadership team to discuss the new isolation
guidance announced by the CDC over the winter break. As always, our protocol relies heavily on CDC
guidance, so we are updating our Ready Together Sandites plan to reflect the changed isolation
guidance. This change decreases the isolation period for those who have tested positive for COVID-19.
The isolation period is now reduced from 10 days to 5 days from the onset of symptoms. For those
who are asymptomatic, the isolation period is reduced from 10 days to 5 days from the date of their
positive test. The isolation period may end after 5 days as long as symptoms are improving and the
person is fever free. The guidance also recommends those returnings after 5 days wear a mask for an
additional 5 days. We will be asking our employees to do this. This protocol will be implemented
beginning this week.

We continue to ask you to keep students home if they are sick. We will also continue contact tracing
for the classroom setting to keep you notified of close contact as defined by the new CDC guidance. If
your student is currently isolated due to a positive COVID-19 test result, please contact their school to get
an updated return date.

Thank you for trusting your children to our care. Please know we will continue to provide a quality
education to each and every one of our students. I am honored to serve a community that always
exemplifies compassion and selflessness. Thank you for supporting our district, and I look forward to
another fantastic semester at Sand Springs Public Schools. GO SANDITES!

Sincerely,

Sherry Durkee
Superintendent


