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Building Hours: 

9:10 1st Bell (students may enter)  /  9:15 2nd Bell (school starts)  /  4:07  Dismissal 

Safety and Security at Kurtz 

Safety and security at Kurtz continues to be a top priority.   Our Crisis Re-
sponse Team has established plans for a variety of events deemed to be crisis 
situations. The team has been knee deep in navigating the COVID-19 epidem-
ic, but is shifting the focus back to both safety and security.  To ensure the 
success and efficacy of our good work, the team has already begun the pro-
cess of reviewing and updating plans and collaborating with our valued liaison, 
Detective Caldwell from the Milford Police Department.  

In response to recent events, each grade level team has spent time reviewing  
drill protocols together and with students.  Huron Valley Schools have shifted 
from the formal ALICE Program to a very similar program called Run, Hide, 
Fight.  During early release time on December 7, the staff is going to partici-
pate in a training on Run, Hide, Fight.  They are also spending time reviewing 
and practicing the safe exit from classrooms in the event of a dangerous per-
son drill.   

It is our hope that parents know our focus at Kurtz is always to discuss safety 
in developmentally appropriate ways.  We emphasize the phrase “dangerous 
person” intentionally in order to minimize the scariness, but simultaneously 
maximize the importance of navigating the reality of possibilities that are a 
part of our reality in 2021.   Your Kurtz staff is dedicated to ensuring the safety 
of our students regardless of the challenges that present themselves in the 
public school setting.  We work hard to ensure our students are not privy to the 
deep and sometimes scary issues that take place in the world around them.  
We take their questions seriously and respond in ways that communicate to 
them that they are safe at school because of the work we do to follow plans 
and protocols.  We encourage parents to have conversations with children that 
help them to process questions they have about current events, in ways that 
they deem most appropriate.   

As much as we value our role in presenting content and information to our stu-
dents, we maintain that parents are the decision makers when it comes to 
navigating difficult discussions such as the recent event that took place at Ox-
ford High School.  If you have questions about talking to your child(ren) about 
this situation, please check out the document our psychologists shared last 
month.  I have included it in this Kurtz Connector as well. 
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We are in this Together… 

Year after year, the office team 
at Kurtz is recognized for put-
ting kids first and for meeting 
and exceeding the expecta-
tions of our community.  We 
recognize the challenges that 
parents face each and every 
day in organizing and manag-
ing drop off, pick up and ap-
pointments that are all a part 
of parenting in the 2020’s.  Our 
office team is navigating many 
challenging conversations with 
parents related to COVID and 
now safety and security.  We 
want to express our empathy 
and understanding of the chal-
lenges that occur due to the 
ever-evolving and changing 
landscape.  We appreciate your 

support and understanding as we 
ask parents to drop everything to 
respond to issues, protocols and 
requests.  Our team is a strong 
and seasoned group of profes-
sionals who pride themselves on 
taking care of students’ needs 
first and foremost.  We do not 
make calls home unless we try to 
solve situations first or are bound 
by protocols.  We thank you for 
your understanding and support.   
 
We have been experiencing a sig-
nificant uptick in late drop offs 
and early pick ups.  Again, we un-
derstand that life happens and 
appointments must be scheduled, 
but we are asking parents to con-
tinue to make it a priority to limit 

these late drop offs and ear-
ly pick ups as much as possi-
ble. Reducing distractions 
maximizes productivity in the 
classroom.  Your office team 
is committed to working to-
gether to meet all of the 
challenges that we face, but 
are greatly appreciative of 
your support in this area.  
Your commitment to sched-
uling outside of the school 
day will have a very positive 
impact on our ability to meet 
the needs of our students 
each and every day.   

A Message from Transportation 

With the need for students to 
be prepared for outside play, 
many students are bringing ex-
tra bags on the bus.  According 
to Michigan law, students may 
only bring items on the bus that 
they can hold in their laps. 
When students sit in the seats, 
they should have their back-
packs in their laps, leaving no 
room for an extra bag. We can 
usually work things out if it is 
only one or two students, 
but  when a number of students 

have extra bags, aisles are 
blocked and items are left 
loose to move around the bus.  

On the bus, students should 
only bring items that will fit in a 
backpack; when seated, their 
backpacks should be in their 
laps.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the trans-
portation department at (248)
684-8200. 
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Congratulations to Madison Jagielski for 
her winning entry in the 2021-22 Year-
book Cover Contest.  It was selected by 
students from all classrooms.  This 
recognition is even bigger than usual 
because it is the first time that each 
classroom was asked to participate in 
the selection of our yearbook cover.  

It should be noted that we had several 
great entries this year.  Madison herself 
has entered the contest every year 
since she has been at Kurtz, before fi-
nally winning in 4th grade.  We are so 
glad she didn’t give up!   

Again, the staff and students at Kurtz 
could not be more proud of her work 
and look forward to checking out her 
cover every time we look back at the 
yearbook and reflect on all of the amaz-
ing things we did this school year.  



Page 4 The Kurtz Connector 

The FIRST LEGO League Ex-
plorer Team at Kurtz, Cougar 
Robotics, attended 
the Gigawatt’s FLL Explore 
Festival hosted by Lightning 
Robotics at Canton High 
School, on December 4, 
2021.   

 

FIRST LEGO League enables 
teams of students, ages 6-10, 
to focus on the fundamentals 
of engineering as they explore 
real-world problems, learn to 
design, code, and create 
unique solutions made with 
LEGO bricks and powered by a 
LEGO Education robot. Stu-
dents engage in hands-on 
STEM experiences, building 
confidence, growing their 
knowledge, and developing 
habits of learning and team-
work.  

 

The six-week season began with 
the boys meeting weekly after 
school to design, build, and cre-
ate a solution to benefit their 
community through motorized 
Legos, coding, and teamwork! 
The challenge presented by 
FIRST was Cargo Connect:  From 
the shipment of packages in ru-
ral and urban areas, to disaster 
relief delivery and high-tech air 
transit, teams will re-imagine 
faster, more reliable, inclusive, 
and sustainable transportation 
innovations that better connect 
and grow communities, and 
economies around the world.” 
The FLL season ended at a festi-
val where the Cougar Robotics 
presented a solution for fast de-
liveries to remote or isolated 
communities via cargo airplanes, 

with team models, posters, 
and group interviews.   

 

Cougar Robotics won the 
Theme Model Award trophy, 
earned certificates of 
achievement, and participa-
tion metals. 

  

Cougar Robotics Team  

Leo Crittenden  

Miles MacDonnell  

Lucas Schmidlin   

Joseph McGuire  

Sawyer Kollien  

Coaches:  

Amy Gritzinger  

Kevin Crittenden 

Kevin Crittenden 
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PTA Corner 

On behalf of the Kurtz PTA, we hope all Kurtz families enjoyed the Thanksgiving break. We are so very 
thankful for YOU! 

The Kurtz Holiday Shop is finally here!  Student will be bringing home a Gift List Planner and money en-
velope in early December. If your child wishes to participate, please have them bring the attached enve-
lope with their spending money back to school, to shop with their class on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
8th.  

If you are providing a check, please make it payable to Kurtz PTA. Your child will be sent home with pur-
chased items and their envelope after shopping, as a receipt for your records. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us with any questions at KurtzElementaryPTA@gmail.com 

Happy Holidays! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
We have a discrete and confidential parent group in place at Kurtz referred to as Email Angels. Please 
let the Email Angels know if you are ever interested in adopting a child or family for the December holi-
day season. We are always interested in playing a role in making this season as perfect as we can for 
each and every member of the Kurtz community. Email Today to Join! Email 
kurtz.email.angel@gmail.com to be added to the Emails Angels group. Volunteers are always needed 
and forever appreciated... THANK YOU 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Kurtz PTA welcomes EVERYONE!  The next General Membership PTA meeting will be held in person 
and Zoom on December 8th, 2021, @7pm.  Get involved, share ideas and participate!  

2021/22 Kurtz PTA Board  

Michelle Lauzon- PTA President    

Jenny MacDonell- Vice-President    

Jodie Courtney- Treasurer   

Kristin Rolfe-Communications Secretary    

Amy Gritzinger- Recording Secretary   

  

Follow us on Social Media   

Facebook: Kurtz Elementary PTA 2021-2022   

Instagram: Kurtz Elementary PTA 
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Mileage Club 

ents at a time who could com-
mit to volunteering the same 
day each week, but any 
help would be appreciated! 
Questions? Feel free to call, text 
or email me.  

Susie Gallison 

248-207-8174 

We had a great start with Mile-
age Club this past fall!  The kids 
loved getting out there to run. 
We will be looking for more vol-
unteers to help out once it 
warms up again in the spring.  

Mileage Club runs from 11:45-
1:45. Ideally we'd have two par-

Ski Club  

We will be kicking off Ski Club 
again in January, at Alpine Val-
ley in White Lake.  A meeting 
day is still in the planning. 
Once I have that finalized, I'll 
be sending out 
more infor-
mation.  

Each skier/
snowboarder will 
purchase a club 
card at the begin-
ning of the sea-
son which allows you to get 

the reduced club lift ticket price. 
This year it also allows you to 
get reduced lift ticket prices on 
non-club nights too, which is 
new from last year!   

Remember, we 
need at least 20 
people each 
week, otherwise 
we can't partici-
pate, so be sure 
to invite your 
friends and family 

to join us.  Ski Club is open to 

anyone, not just Kurtz stu-
dents. 

Join the Kurtz Ski Club Face-
book page for more infor-
mation and updates!  https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
kurtzskiclub/ 

Once again, contact me with 
any questions: 

Susie Gallison 

248-207-8174 

susiegallison@yahoo.com 

 

Supporting the Oxford Community 

Many have reached out to 
ask how they can contribute 
to support the Oxford commu-
nity. Below is a list of charita-
ble funds set up to help the 
victims and their families: 
 
oxfordbank.com/donations 
 
OR 
 

genisyscu.org/oxford-strong 
 
If you have additional resources 
or donations you'd like to offer, 
please con-
tact oakeoc@oakgov.com  
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Covid-19 

If you are wondering what symptoms we are looking for when your child is not feeling well, take a look 
at the lists below: 

Lunch/Recess Supervisor Needed 

We are thrilled to inform you that we have welcomed two new members to the lunch/recess supervi-
sor team!  Melissa Clark and Deanna Keough are now in place and working hard to support kids in 
the cafeteria and to ensure safety and build connections with students on the playground.  We are 
looking to add one full time (or two part time) lunch/recess supervisors to get us back up to full ca-
pacity.  Please call the main office or contact Mrs. Spoor directly via email at lisa.spoor@hvs.org for 
more information.   


