
  

PUTNAM COUNTY COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #535 

www.pcschools535.org 
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January 7th, 2022 

 

Dear PC #535 Families & Community: 

While our focus has been on maintaining in person learning, I want to reassure all PC families that we would not 

and will not ever sacrifice the health and well-being of students and staff. The time may come when we find that 

it is necessary to close a school or the District and transition to remote learning. That decision would not be done 

without guidance from the local health department and Board of Education.  

Planning and hoping to never have to make such a transition, we continue to have layered prevention strategies in 

place to mitigate the spread of the virus, such as mask-wearing, social distancing, and routine cleaning. These 

measures have allowed us to maintain safe environments for in person learning so far this year, and we will adjust 

them as necessary in the weeks and months ahead to continue providing quality learning opportunities. 

Weekly Screening Testing (and Testing Supplies) 

Please see previous communications regarding weekly screening testing. Parents/guardians can opt their 

student(s) for the testing by creating an account through the email sent by support@testedandprotected.org. 

Contact Mrs. Main or Mrs. Munson with any other questions.  

NOTICE: There is currently a testing supply shortage, and it is impacting our testing operations. At the current 

moment, we have a short supply of rapid tests. We would likely not be able to conduct test-to-stay protocols for 

students not opted into the weekly screening testing. It is recommended that all students are consented into the 

weekly screening as soon as possible to avoid being excluded if identified as a close contact. (It takes a few days 

for the consent to be processed, so it cannot be done on the day a student is identified as a close contact.) 

**Weekly screening testing begins next week for all students and staff with consent forms on file. 

Long-Term Subs 

PC #535 is in dire need of substitutes to fulfill maternity leaves during Spring 2022. The starting rate for these 

positions is $120.00 per day and increases to $151.77 after 15 days of continuous service. Anyone interested in 

these positions can call the District office or email me at theisingerc@pcschools535.org.  

Updated CDC Guidance 

CDC followed-up on their guidance from earlier this week to confirm that the new exclusion and close contact 

procedures do apply to school settings. As a school district, we must wait on ISBE to give us the approval to use 

these new procedures. Once ISBE gives us the approval, we will appropriately change procedures to align with 

the new guidance.  

COVID Response 

Among the four schools, 1 student at PCPS, 3 students at PCES, 3 students at PCJH, and 4 students at PCHS were 

reported as testing positive for COVID during winter break. From those 2 of those cases, 4 students and staff were 

identified as close contacts. There were 29 other students and staff who would have been considered close 

contacts if prevention strategies were not in place.  
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Student Vaccinations 

Students who are fully vaccinated do not have to be excluded from school when identified as a close contact as 

long as they remain asymptomatic. Verification of vaccination is required for this consideration. 

Parents/guardians may submit proof of vaccination to the school nurses at any time using the following link: 

Vaccination Verification Form 

The anticipated new exclusion guidance determines whether or not vaccinated individuals are close contacts based 

on the timeline of their doses and the booster shot. If your child has a completed booster shot, please use the 

following form: 

Booster Vaccination Verification Form 

PTO Ties & Tiaras Dance 

In consideration of the recent surge in cases and exclusions, PTO has postponed the Ties and Tiaras Dance 

originally scheduled for January 22nd, 2022. A future date and further details will be provided by PTO in the 

weeks ahead. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of all students and their learning at PC #535, and have a great weekend! 

Dr. Clayton J. Theisinger, Superintendent 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScncraC8zVXwk6nXWdLVk1lzL3k1GMSjEJdJSPVxtvkh4jvtA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmBxFmVMq60yutfjSNRSCcf2whe0xlw12fRKvrcPso8djvgQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

