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STAUNTON CUSD #6 
 

Memo 
To: Families that have students involved in extracurricular 

programs 

From: Michael J. Kelly, Interim Superintendent 

Date: Thursday, January 6, 2022 

Re:  Test-To-Stay Protocols 

With the recent surge in local COVID-19 infections, we are again forced to make 
tough decisions regarding students participating in school sponsored 
extracurricular activities.  During the past few days, school officials have sought 
clarity on what options the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) allows the 
District in addressing the impact of COVID-19 infections.  Throughout the past 
few weeks, there have been several announcements by multiple agencies on 
evolving COVID-19 protocols.  However, few of these evolving protocols impact 
already established policies public school districts are required to follow. 

After reviewing the District’s options, I have instructed CUSD #6 school officials 
to implement and follow the test-to-stay option when a student’s COVID-19 
infection impacts an extracurricular program.  Initially, there was consideration in 
using the option of suspending all team operations for a ten (10) day pause each 
time a team member’s COVID-19 resulted in multiple close contacts.  However, 
after a great deal of research and reflection, I asked school officials to 
consistently implement the test-to-stay protocols.  At this point in the winter sport 
seasons, athletic teams will soon run out of time to address a ten-day pause or 
potentially multiple ten-day pauses that require the ceasing all team activities.  
When the post season begins in a few weeks, the ten-day pause option will be 
moot. 

For your information, when researching the best option for addressing a positive 
COVID-19 student who participates in an extracurricular program, there was 
and, in some instances, remains confusion over the expectations of the IDPH.  
To ensure I understood the test-to-stay protocols regarding a student who is 
determined to be a “close contact”, I sought confirmation from the District’s legal 
counsel.  The attorney replied, “Students who are fully vaccinated would not 
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meet the definition of a “close contact.”  As long as these students are not 
exhibiting COVID-like symptoms, students who are fully vaccinated do not need 
to participate in test-to-stay and can continue to participate in competitive 
athletics.  Because the test-to-stay protocol does not apply to these students, 
they may continue attending school and participating in athletics, as long as they 
remain asymptomatic.  For these students, the IDPH recommends that they 
monitor their symptoms closely, get tested 5-7 days after exposure, and continue 
to adhering to masking and social distancing guidelines.”  When addressing 
students who are unvaccinated and considered a ‘close contact”, the attorney 
advised, “Students who are not fully vaccinated and are considered “close 
contacts” may participate in test-to-stay protocols in order to continue attending 
school and participating in extracurricular activities (which would include athletic 
practices), but they may not participate in sports competitions during the 7-day 
testing period.  As per the November 2021 guidance, IDPH has drawn a 
distinction between sports as an extracurricular activity and competitive events 
with other schools, and therefore students who are in the 7-day testing window 
may not participate in competition until they have completed the testing protocol 
and tested negative throughout.”   

Therefore, under this guidance, moving forward from today, student-athletes in 
the test-to-stay protocols will be able to engage in all team activities except direct 
competition with opposing teams.  Last night, I did restrict junior high athletes 
from riding on the team bus because I was uncertain of where we stood in the 
testing protocols.  However, moving forward, as long as a student-athlete is in 
the test-to-stay program and testing negative to the virus, the student-athlete will 
only be restricted in the area of competitive play with opposing teams. 

Additionally, I have instructed building administrators to work with every coach 
to organize practices, bus trips and games with the goal of limiting a student from 
being declared a “close contact.”  While this will restrict highly competitive drills 
and scrimmaging for the next few weeks, it will lessen the potential of being a 
“close contact.”  Hopefully, the current surge will soon retreat and a more normal 
atmosphere will return. 

For your information, the IDPH COVID-19 guidance and protocols are in a 
constant state of evolution.  So, the current guidance may change at any time.  
The changes may ease current restricts or potentially further restrict 
participation.  In the event the guidance or protocols change, Staunton CUSD #6 
staff will work to keep you abreast of the most up-to-date guidance. 

Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact one of 
the building administrators or myself.   

 

 


