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Special Education Transportation Guidelines 

Federal requirements for special education transportation are set forth in both federal (C.F.R. 300.34) and state 
(EC56040; EC41851; EC41850;EC56195.8) regulations.  The California State Department of Education provides a 
comprehensive summary of special education transportation requirements that was revised in June 2017 at: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/trnsprtgdlns.asp 

A decision making chart and a set of guiding eligibility questions are included here to help IEP teams to make 
appropriate decisions about who is and is not eligible for transportation and when it is or is not a related service. 
Whenever appropriate, other special education transportation questions should be directed to a special education 
administrator.   

 

Special Education Transportation Determination Flow Chart 
 
 

Is this the student’s home school? 

  

 

 

   NO    YES 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Is the student attending 
via an intra-district 
transfer because of 
parent/student choice? 
 
 

The TEAM will consider the issues below 
in evaluating whether a student can 
access their home school in the same 
manner as a typical peer.  Students who 
can access their home school in the 
manner as a typical peer are NOT entitled 
to special education transportation as a 
related IEP service. 

Is this placement a 
district-driven decision 
due to program 
availability or other 
concerns? 

 

The Student IS Eligible for 
transportation.  This is 
NOT a related IEP 
service.  The district only 
offers regular curb to curb 
services. 

The student is NOT 
eligible for SPED or 
general transportation 
services.  Parent/ 
guardian is responsible 
for student 
transportation. 

IEP Team to complete 
Transportation Eligibility 

Guidelines Form 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/trnsprtgdlns.asp
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Transportation Eligibility Guidelines 

Student Name: Birthdate:  Date of IEP Meeting: 

School:  Grade:

Issues for the IEP team to consider when determining a Special Education student’s need for Special Education 
Transportation.  The decision must be made on a case by case basis and be based on the unique needs of the student and 
the basic concept of “Least Restrictive Environment” (LRE). 

1. Does the student have significant limitations in strength, vitality or alertness that prevent him/her from riding the
regular bus?
 Yes  No

2. Does the student have a medically fragile condition that prevents them from riding the regular school bus?
 Yes  No

3. Does the student have special medical equipment that must be transported on a specialize school bus?
 Yes  No

4. Does the student have a wheel chair requiring a special securement system on the school bus?
 Yes  No

5. Does the student have a visual impairment that prevents him/her from riding the regular school bus?
 Yes  No

6. Does the students’ disability or level of functioning prevent them from being able to travel to school
independently?
 Yes  No

7. Does the students’ disability or level of functioning prevent them from being able to travel to and wait
independently at a regular school bus stop?
 Yes  No

8. Does the student have a behavior plan that requires certain transportation services?
 Yes  No

9. Is the student’s behavior, after implementing a behavior plan, so severe that he/she cannot ride the
regular school bus?
 Yes  No

10. Is the student required to attend a program outside of the district of residence attendance boundary?
 Yes  No

11. Does the student require special transportation in order to access services designated on the IEP (e.g.
occupational therapy, physical therapy, mental health related service etc.)?
 Yes  No

Other needs may also be taken into consideration when the IEP team discusses a pupil’s placement and 
transportation needs.  Please note other considerations discussed by the IEP team: 
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