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L et ter From 
the Head of S cho ol

Human connection has always been essential to our well-being. Maslow placed the need to 
belong second only to basic survival necessities like food and shelter. Most theories in psychology 
emphasize the importance of feeling connected to a community. Incidentally, many of these schools 
of thought were heavily influenced by Dr. Montessori’s work at the turn of the century. Through her 
observational experience, Dr. Montessori knew that the best way for a child to connect with others 
is through authentic and purposeful work.

Our teachers carefully plan the daily work of our children, and it looks very different from level 
to level. The work our youngest students undertake is designed to build the basic and meaningful 
skills that lay the foundation for future success. Our children are encouraged to tackle increasingly 
complex problems on their own under the watchful eye of the teacher. Problem-solving is a 
powerful process that teaches skills and develops confidence and agency. By allowing children to 
solve challenges independently, we demonstrate trust and acceptance.

These pages represent our work at Bay Farm, helping our children develop strong connections 
with peers, adults, nature, and, most importantly, themselves. You see, part of being connected is 
knowing that your contributions are important and valued by others. Dr. Montessori knew that the 
only path to self-efficacy and belonging is authentic, challenging, and appropriate work. Children 
develop this self-efficacy in a prepared environment through trial and error under the guidance of 
passionate experts.

The words and pictures that follow are designed to provide you with a snapshot of the work our 
children are doing daily. The work that proves they are valued, respected, and connected. 

- Conrad Wildsmith | Head of School

MISSION STATEMENT

We work together to cultivate a vibrant Montessori learning community where children 
are inspired to grow with joy, purpose, and compassion. Through the wonder of direct 
exploration, the satisfaction of engaged learning, and the integration of visual and 
performing arts, Bay Farm Montessori Academy students develop the skills and sense of 
responsibility to be confident learners, eager to understand themselves and their world.

LONG-RANGE PLAN

Staffing

The best way to ensure the vision for our school is by attracting and retaining like-minded, right-fit teachers and 
staff. These are the people who make the vision a reality in the lives of our children and our families. Our top 
priority over the next few years is to attract the best Montessori educators to our school and to keep the great 
teachers already making a difference. We plan to do this by increasing staff compensation to competitive levels. 
We also see the incredible value of our current staff and plan to support their growth with necessary Montessori 
training.

Programming

A key component of our Mission is to provide rich integrated specialized experiences for our students. For years, 
Bay Farm has been recognized as having a strong arts program. We are expanding extra-curricular opportunities 
for all students by creating meaningful programs like Agriculture and The Shop. Over the next few years, we will 
continue to invest in programs like these that provide real-world opportunities for our students to combine their 
knowledge with developing skills.

Finance

The long-term success of Bay Farm depends on sound financial stewardship. Our goal is to ensure the school’s 
financial stability while supporting an innovative curriculum and a highly capable staff. This means that we 
will be instituting systems for continued fiscal responsibility while analyzing Bay Farm’s growth capacity and 
enrollment management. The future of Bay Farm depends on the actions we take today.
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New Spaces

2021-2022 New Staff & Faculty! 
This year we welcomed many new members to the 
Bay Farm Community. From the Toddler House to 
the Middle School team, our new staff and faculty 
members have brought so much to our students.  
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Toddler House
Courtney Sheehan:  
Assistant Teacher in  
Piping Plover

Jenny Lobato:  
Assistant Teacher in  
Tern

Christina Harrington:  
Lead Teacher in 
Snowy Owl

Rikki Churchill:  
Assistant Teacher in  
Snowy Owl

Elementary I

Children’s House

Kelley Knight:  
Lead Teacher in  
Egret

Katelyn Thompson:  
Assistant Teacher in 
Egret

Jenny dos Santos:  
Lead Teacher in  
Kingfisher

Middle School

Meredith Badders:  
Lead Teacher

Sharon Langan:  
ELI Assistant

Specials

Alyssa Parsons:  
Music

Nick Sisoian: 
Physical Education

Kadi Hunter:  
Assistant Teacher in  
Osprey

Cassandra Ericson:  
Assistant Teacher in  
Sandpiper

Laura Anderson: 
Assistant Teacher in  
Heron

Children’s House (cont)

Jeanine Cappuccino 
Floating Assistant

Other

New
Egret Classroom
Children’s House
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• Freedom Within Limits
• Practical Life for the Holiday Season
• Montessori 101
• Montessori Work: Fraction Insets
• The Power of Self-Advocacy 
• Elementary History: Scope and Sequence
• 5 Ways to Support Independence
• Plant Care: Practical Life Meets Science
• Inviting Art into Your Home
• Life After Montessori

The Importance of Parent Education
We know that education happens both inside and outside of the classroom. We also know 
that our parents sometimes struggle to understand the true science and philosophy be-
hind the Montessori Method. This year we are making an extra effort to provide articles 
and resources for our parents to better grasp the experience their children are having each 
day within our walls. 

bfarm.org/news
Each week we have been posting, and will continue to do so, articles that cover a certain 
Montessori topic. Whether it’s the basic fundamentals of the philosophy or a more point-
ed article with parental advice that interest you, you will be able to access these articles 
online. Our goal is to provide parents with the information to truly understand what hap-
pens in our classrooms every day. If you ever have any questions regarding the Montessori 
Method and classroom activities or work materials, we encourage you to reach out to our 
Director of Education, Kelley Colllins, and KelleyC@bfarm.org. 

Here are some of the articles posted so far:  

P A R E N T

education

• Movable Alphabet
• Fraction Insets
• Miniature Environment Grammar Boxes
• Puzzle Maps
• The Stamp Game
• Memorizing Addition Facts

Montessori Work Wednesday
One of the more off-putting Montessori terms to those unfamiliar with Montessori is the 
word “work”. When a child is engaged in an activity, we say not to interrupt the child’s work, 
instead of using the words “activity” or “play”.  Maria Montessori observed that children 
enjoyed activities of daily life more so than in fantasy play or with toys. She also noticed an 
intense focus from the children during these activities, along with satisfaction upon comple-
tion. This is why you see the environments sat Bay Farm set up so meticulously, with a child’s 
absorbent sensibilities in mind. This was the birth of the term “work” in relation to children 
performing enjoyable tasks, in a well-prepared environment.

As part of our effort to better educate parents, on 
Wednesdays we try to highlight a Montessori Work 
Material, explaining the purpose, use, and learning goal. 
Here are a few we have highlighted to date:  
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Piping Plover: Michele McKale and Courtney Sheehan
Tern: Bridget Martin and Jenny Lobato
Snowy Owl: Chrissy Harrington and Rikki Churchill
Classroom Focus: routines, practical life, sensorial, language, math, art, and science

Our youngest students have adjusted to the Toddler House daily routine and take full advantage of our 
curriculum as we move from fall to winter.  We kicked off the school year diving into the Toddler House 
curriculum covering topics such as routines, practical life, sensorial, language, math, art, and science. 

We have been working on cleaning up our work area, participating in circle time, and helping with 
snack time, which involves sitting at the table, wiping up spills, scooping, and tonging food onto a plate. 
We have emphasized hand washing, working on social skills such as taking turns, and using our words. 
A big part of the Toddler House curriculum focuses on practical life. These activities develop a sense of 
order, concentration, coordination, and independence. Activities such as pouring, scooping, cleaning 
spills, care of self and environment, grace and courtesy, and movement are all things we encourage our 
toddlers to take part in. This is a pivotal age where children will try to imitate what their parents are 
doing. (Cycles of activities help them coordinate their movements and bring special coordination of 
movement.) Activities such as washing a table or cleaning a mirror help the child to coordinate both 
fine and gross motor movements, help to increase their ability to concentrate on a task, and practically, 
they learn how to wash a table or clean a mirror. 

Our language shelves offer many choices for each developmental stage of our students. In September, 
we highlighted apples, fall leaves, and familiar objects from home, such as pets or other domestic items.  
October brought more fall themes, such as pumpkins, colorful leaves, and some friendly Hallow-
een-based language items such as cute black cats or jack-o-lanterns. In November, we displayed lan-
guage cards and matching items that depict warm family gatherings and vehicles that depict travel such 
as planes or trains. December is a month full of various holiday celebrations from around the world.

Our sensorial shelves hold many opportunities to explore with the senses.  We offer color matching, 
various textures, many different types of shapes, and we offer opportunities to explore different tastes, 
smells, and temperatures such as cold ice vs. warm water, or warm, homemade playdough. Our toddlers 
love exploring these shelves. 
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counting activities (counting objects, number recog-
nition), seasonal objects to explore, and many cause 
and effect activities with which to experiment.

The second half of the year will be buzzing with 
activity in the Toddler House. The children become 
more accustomed to the classroom and their peers 
and with minimal reminders, understand the daily 
routine. This enables us to focus more on lessons in 
the classroom and less on reminding and reassur-
ing the children about what is happening each day. 
In “Montessori Speak” this is called normalization, 
where the daily routine and rhythms of the class-
room are just a normal part of their day.  As the chil-
dren become comfortable with us and each other, 
the social interaction in the classroom increases and 
the teachers are able to really focus on each indi-
vidual child’s strengths. We can identify those areas 
in which they may need some extra support and 
provide an enriched and varied environment that 
supports each child in their particular stage of de-
velopment.  It is truly a magical time in the Toddler 
House.
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Children’s  House & Kindergarten
Osprey: Chrissy Brodeur & Kadi Hunter
Kingfisher: Jenny dos Santos & Miriam Valenzuela 
Sandpiper: Lori Churchill & Cassandra Ericson
Heron: Norma Anthony & Laura Anderson
Egret: Kelley Knight & Kaitlyn Thompson

From birth to age 6, children possess a capac-
ity to absorb information along with a natural 
enthusiasm for learning. Guided by the Mon-
tessori philosophy, our curriculum nurtures the 
children’s innate desire to learn and experience 
the world around them. Our prepared environ-
ment allows children freedom within limits and 
a unique opportunity to reflect upon their own 
achievements.

At the start of the year, our first-year students are 
met with a whole new classroom to explore. They 
are learning how to take care of their belongings, 
how to choose and complete a work, and are 
beginning to establish some solid peer relation-
ships. Most of our first-year students begin their 
Montessori adventure in the Practical Life area of 
the classroom. The cornerstone of Practical Life is meaningful activity. Some examples of Practical Life 
activities include pouring water, opening containers, scooping beans, and folding clothes. Performing 
these activities evokes a sense of order and helps develop control of movement and dexterity, sequenc-
ing and concentration through inviting and purposeful work. Many of our second and third-year 
students will also visit the Practical Life area each day, continuing their mastery of these materials. As 
the children learn to care for themselves, they become more independent and gain self-confidence.

In the Sensorial area of the classroom, many activities let the child refine their senses as they explore 
relationships of the physical world. Each material used for these exercises isolates a particular sensory 
input such as sound, touch, vision, taste, and smell. As the children perform this work, they learn to 
order, classify, and compare impressions. Our first-year students are beginning to explore many of the 
Sensorial materials and are learning how to visually discriminate. Our second-year students are now 
using many of the Sensorial materials with mastery and learning how to extend these lessons into even 
more meaningful learning. Our Kindergarten students enjoy working with our younger students in 
giving lessons in this area. These materials have now become a creative outlet for our third-year stu-
dents and they revel in their unique creations.

Our students have primarily been developing their language skills through various oral language 
activities, such as storytelling, conversation cards, and participation during line time. Rhymes, sound 
games, songs, and vocabulary related to all areas of study are introduced early on. Our language-rich 
environment is full of materials such as sandpaper letters, movable alphabets, and language cards to 
guide children at every development level.  
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ties that benefit their development while keeping ability and 
engagement in mind. Many of our first-year students are 
beginning their letter/sound acquisition and enjoy playing 
“I Spy” games with small objects. By the second year, many 
children are beginning to blend sounds together to form 
words and are working on letter formations. In the Kinder-
garten year, the children continue working with the move-
able alphabet to form words and construct sentences. They 
enjoy listening to chapter books, which strengthens their 
comprehension skills. They also begin the creative writing 
process with an emphasis on storytelling using phonetic 
spelling. 

Our first-year students begin their exploration in math through our Sensorial materials. It is through 
repeated exploration with these materials that the children learn many fundamental math concepts such 
as length, volume, gradation, sequencing, and grouping. These activities serve as the foundation for the 
child’s understanding of mathematics.  The Montessori math exercises use manipulative materials to help 
the child gain an understanding of the concept of numbers, symbols, sequencing, and operations.  

As for our second years, once they have mastered one-to-one correspondence and recognition of 1-10, 
they will move on to working with the Teens Board, the 100 Board, and will begin lessons with the 
Counting Chains. They will also be introduced to the writing of numbers using the sand tray, chalkboard, 
and other various writing activities.

Much of the Montessori curriculum is based on giving children exposure to concrete materials first, 
then giving them opportunities to incrementally work on more abstract concepts.  This transition begins 
during the Kindergarten year. The children are learning how to manipulate numbers using the operations 
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

We have had a wonderful first half of the year in the Children’s House. All of our students are well accus-
tomed to the routine and have added much joy to our school community. We look forward to watching 
the children continue to grow and all that 2022 will bring. 
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Elementary I
Patuxet: Mark Benoit and Kate Drapeau
Mattakeesett: Katie Byrne and Lilly Slayter
ELI Assistant: Sharon Langan

With great thanks to our community’s dedication to 
safety procedures, we have been able to bring back some 
of the beautiful traditional aspects of daily Elementary I 
life. It is up to the students’ discretion to share workspac-
es, choose a seat, navigate small group snack sessions, 
and work collaboratively. This approach fosters a joyful, 
harmonious, and engaging Montessori environment 
that allows our Bay Farmers to thrive. Our first-year 
students are met with a whole new world of exploration, 
initiative, accountability in Elementary I. Their new-
found peer group welcomed this joyous transition from 
Kindergarten to ELI with a warm sense of encourage-
ment and support. Our Bay Farm students were ready to 
integrate our new students with well-known peers with 
open arms. 

During this portion of the year we introduce our first-
year students to many concepts and materials they will continue to explore well into their third year. Our 
students have primarily been developing their language skills with various writing activities. Skills such as 
writing neatly in a journal and clearly forming numbers and letters are emphasized. For example, students 
may use a material such as a word family wheel to explore groups of words with the same ending. They may 
also explore their creative side with wordless books. While using this material, students are given a blank book 
and asked to use complete sentences to write a cohesive story related to the pictures. This activity genuinely 
engages their creative writing skills while fostering understanding of a series of events and cause and effect. 
We encourage students to elaborate on these stories and let their imaginations run wild. During a student’s 
first year, we gently guide them to activities that benefit their development while keeping ability and engage-
ment in mind. With accessible materials for any student, they are encouraged to work at their own pace and 
always aim for more. 

Our first-year students enter with a basic understanding of number sequencing, quantity, and addition and 
subtraction. They are then eager to jump into more complex math once they realize what our second and 
third years are working on and welcome the challenge. We introduce them to place value and larger scale ad-
dition with The Golden Beads. This classic Montessori material gives students a visual representation of each 
place value and what each number translates to spatially. They are encouraged to complete both static and 
dynamic addition using materials such as Unifix Cubes, Exchange Game, number lines, and abstract concepts. 
We have started first-years on static and dynamic subtraction, lessons that will continue into their second half 
of Elementary I.  

As for our second years, they are now more acclimated to the classroom and everyday expectations, we have 
seen their confidence grow. Since they have moved into role models positions, they are encouraged to help our 
first-year students learn new concepts they have mastered. At this point in the year, they are working diligent-
ly on their addition and subtraction skills by selecting materials fit for their ability. With the introduction to 
Bingo Boards and Golden Bead Box, two classic Montessori materials, second years have steadily improved 
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In language arts, the second years are encouraged to pursue their love of the written word through guided 
and independent reading. The students are learning about parts of speech and sentence structure. Each 
student uses Montessori tools such as the Grammar box and Grammar colors to allow children to label 
each part of speech as concretely as possible. We encourage peer proofreading by having the children look 
over one another’s daily journal entries. In the winter, students will be introduced to cursive handwriting. 
They have practiced their D’Nealian manuscript in handwriting books to get them ready.    

Much like the second-years, our third-year students are ready to assume the role of leader. They get great 
satisfaction from demonstrating how to complete work, giving directions, and helping younger students 
find materials. In addition to strengthening addition, subtraction, multiplication skills, third-year students 
learn about division and fractions. The students reinforce these skills through individual trial and error 
and small group lessons.  

As the oldest of the bunch, our third-years have had joy reading about Eugenie Clark in Shark Lady. 
Through independent reading, they are working on reading comprehension and discussion-style respons-
es. Whether reading independently or leading a reading circle, our third-years have genuinely shined in 
these roles. They have also liked research studies and have explored a variety of people and places that 
have impacted our world. These research projects are followed by a model or report that they are proud to 
share with the class. Third graders have been excited to investigate our classroom dictionaries and thesau-
rus. They are working to develop their vocabulary and the different meanings of words. All of these skills 
will help to strengthen their speaking and writing skills.  

Collectively, one of the beautiful things about transitioning into ELI is the introduction to the science and 
STEAM fair. This fantastic opportunity encourages a self-motivated curiosity into research and reason-
ing skills. Students starting in their first year of ELI will present their work in an open-air style fair to our 
school community. This exciting and eventful day was filled with curiosity, ingenuity, and connection for 
our Bay Farm community. Students ranging from kindergarten to eighth grade come to visit the fair and 
build a wonderful sense of confidence and community in our elementary students. 

We also had the pleasure of enjoying a presentation from Wingmasters. This was an awesome opportunity 
for our students to see a variety of local New England birds of prey. This presentation allowed students to 
see birds such as the Great Horned Owl, an American Kestral, and a Barred Owl up close and personal. 
This was a great joy for our students to experience first-hand during our study of animals. 

Our deep dive into animals started off with a lesson on the Big Bang. This is an impressionistic lesson that 
introduces the concept of the creation of the universe. We use this traditional Montessori lesson to launch 
all of our scientific studies into life itself. We then began classifying the Animal Kingdom, starting with 
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Elementary II
ELII: Brianna Batchelor and Shannon Paull

Things have been in full swing in our Elementary 
II classroom, and it has been wonderful to spend 
these first few months of school getting to know 
the new students in Walden. This ELII class has 
built a true community of its own. We have seen 
much growth and progress being made in the 
classroom since September and this group of 
students is eager, collaborative, and full of joy. 

ELII students recently completed their second lit-
erature circle book. When Stars are Scattered and 
A Long Walk to Water are both nonfiction books 
meant to introduce the students to some of the 
topics we will be discussing in the second half of 
the year in our cultural unit focused on Africa. 
Students also continued to receive individual-
ly-paced grammar lessons. Based on assessments 
at the start of the year and after getting to know 
the Walden students a bit more, grammar groups were established. We have been working through 
and understanding new grammar concepts accordingly. In the second half of the year, some upcoming 
lessons will include punctuation, comma usage, verb study, double negatives, sentence analysis, and 
subject/verb agreement, all based on each student’s readiness. With our new “Walden Workshop” time, 
the students will have more opportunities to practice writing and studying different genres. 

Our 6th-year students will begin their Independent Learning Projects in the start of 2022. They will 
begin their research and write their research papers to share with the school at the end of the year. 
Some of our middle school students will be working with and mentoring the 6th-year students to help 
guide them through this process.  

As part of our cultural studies, this term we have been focusing on Ancient Egypt. During the first 
unit, the Walden class used materials to match up Egyptian gods and goddesses and worked on proj-
ects such as using clay to create their own versions of the ancient pyramids. At the end of our study, 
the students honed in on their study skills to prepare for a quiz on Ancient Egypt. 

The Elementary II students have transitioned into our study of early humans. The class had a great 
introductory discussion about evolution and how archaeologists and paleoanthropologists have helped 
piece together a timeline of human history. The Walden students will be conducting some research of 
their own to create a Timeline of Life later this year. The timeline of life is a large and gorgeously illus-
trated wall hanging that shows how life has evolved from the beginning of the Paleozoic Era. Students 
are fascinated to learn about the seemingly strange earlier life forms, and how over time, they changed 
and paved the way for others. It’s also neat to see how there are several organisms that have withstood 
the test of time to develop new ways to adapt regardless of the ever-changing nature of the planet. We 
will work as a class to research different early humans; Students will compare where they lived, how 
they survived, and what they looked like. In the end, we will have a massive timeline that represents 
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winter or spring to help supplement our in-class cultural learning. 

On the science front, Walden students are studying life science this year. We started the year focusing on 
the basic understanding of classifying living things. Our main focus for the first part of the year was the Sci-
ence Fair where each student chose a science fair topic that paired with their study on life science. Each stu-
dent researched their topics, conducted an experiment, and analyzed data to create a presentation to share 
with the school. The kids did a great job managing their time and working to create a project that they were 
proud of. We have transitioned back into our life science unit and will have future lessons and discussions 
about living things and how they can be classified. We will also be tying together our cultural unit on early 
humans to a study on the human body. We will talk about different functions of the human body and how 
they have changed over time. 

The Elementary II students have also continued to receive small group math lessons. We have taken advan-
tage of our Montessori math materials to gain a  deeper understanding of operations with whole numbers, 
decimals, and an introduction to using exponents. We have also seen a number of ELII students make the 
transition from the concrete use of the materials to understanding the content abstractly. Some upcoming 
lessons that our math groups will have, include accroding to readiness, long division, working with frac-
tions, multiplying and dividing decimals, integers, and ratios and proportions. It has been wonderful to see 
the Walden students making somuch progress in their math work and working collaboratively to under-
stand new concepts.  

We ended 2021 with a long-standing Walden tradition: Secret Snowflake. As always, the students went 
above and beyond to make their snowflakes feel special. We look forward to more fun-filled days of learn-
ing throughout the winter and in the second half of the year. Thank you so much for your continued help 
and support!
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Middle S cho ol
Middle School: Meredith Badders and Jenny Sabados

If you walk into the middle school during work cy-
cle, you will notice a happy, peaceful, constant buzz 
of activity; students independently hard at work, 
collaborating on a project, or bouncing ideas off of 
each other for a creative assignment. The students 
have settled into a routine and have fully taken on 
the responsibilities that come with being a middle 
school student at Bay Farm. 

This year’s cultural focus is on the Ancient World; 
this semester we have focused on early humans and 
the rise of civilization in Mesopotamia, Ancient 
Egypt and the Middle East, the origins of Judaism, 
Ancient India, and the rise of Hinduism and Bud-
dhism. Students have expanded their note-taking 
skills with the introduction of various note-tak-
ing methods, they have worked on preparing for 
assessments through the creation of study guides, 
they have learned how to read and navigate prima-
ry and secondary sources, practiced their presen-
tation skills, and honed in on their group work 
strategies. 

Our cultural curriculum has guided our litera-
ture selections; students started the year reading 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, with a focus on reading 
comprehension, summarizing, characterization, 
and theme. Our discussions revolved heavily 
around human’s fundamental needs and how the 
boy in Hatchet met these needs within a survivalist 
setting. We also revisited the basic structure of plot 
and discussed how authors use various methods 
to create suspense, foreshadowing, and surprise 
in a piece of literature. Next, we read Refugee by 
Alan Gratz, which highlighted the stories of three 
fictional refugees at different times in world histo-
ry; Nazi Germany, 1990s Cuba, and modern-day 
Syria. This book captured the students attention 
in a gripping way, helping them see the shared 
experience that refugees face, yet how one holds 
onto culture, family, and song to keep hope alive. 
Coinciding with this reading, students completed 
a formal research assignment on the three leaders 
in charge of these places during these atrocious 
times for its citizens. We finished the semester 
with a reading of The Alchemist by Paolo Coelho. 

Throughout this reading, we focused on reading 
comprehension, the use of figurative language and 
how one uses that language to find deeper meaning 
within writing, and thematic analysis. During ev-
ery piece of literature we read in the middle school, 
the students hold at least one formal, student-led 
discussion in which they prepare multiple pages of 
textual examples of figurative language, excerpts 
representing theme or tone or character develop-
ment, and discussion questions that help guide 
their discussion; these are a beautiful example of 
their growing confidence in literature discussion 
and analysis! 

Our writing curriculum allows students to explore 
a variety of writing genres while also learning how 
to respond to literature and creatively represent 
themselves. Creatively, students have written their 
own narratives in which they incorporated a va-
riety of literary techniques such as dialogue, fore-
shadowing, suspense, a cliffhanger, red herring, etc. 
They have also crafted “Black Out Poetry” in which 
they selected  a page from Refugee and blacked 
out all the words they didn’t want shown while 
leaving all of the words they wanted untouched to 
create a poem; their poem, and the overlaid image, 
represented a tone and theme observed within the 
piece of literature. Students have also learned a 
very straightforward, flexible strategy to approach 

essay writing; with the use of a graphic organizer to 
outline their thesis, reasons, evidence, and end-
ing, students have written both an opinion and a 
persuasive essay this semester. Students’ confidence 
is growing and it is not uncommon to overhear 
students giving each other feedback, providing self 
and peer checks with our writing checklist tool, or 
reading their writing aloud to check for clarity and 
tone.

Our humanities program has allowed students 
to think critically about a variety of topics such 
as survival and fundamental needs, the advance-
ment of societies, growth and decline of cities, the 
movement of people due to geographical or politi-
cal reasons, and so much more. We have been able 
to build on these thematic topics through a pre-
sentation from an outside speaker, a field trip, and 
a culminating project. After looking at Empires 
within Mesopotamia and the rise of Kingdoms 
in Egypt, students took a deep dive look at how 
people in modern day cities meet their fundamen-
tal needs (shelter, transportation, nourishment, 
religion/spirituality, etc.) We then had a speaker 
from the Boston Transportation Department talk 
to us about how Boston is approaching current 
transportation needs, modifying their services due 
to COVID, and creating more resilience due to cli-
mate change and rising waters. Students took this 
knowledge to kick start their Boston research and 
field trip; they chose a fundamental need and then 
researched how people have met that need within 
Boston’s history. Once the research was complete, 
students chose a physical representation of this 
need (i.e. transportation - South Station) and pre-
pared a presentation to share with their peers on its 

history and how it has helped people meet their specific 
need. Lastly, students prepared their day in Boston with 
the help of physical maps (no phones or Google Maps), 
planned their routes, and ultimately, directed us around 
the city on their own! It was a day full of excitement, 
teamwork, and growth. Students came full circle with 
this study through the creation of their own “ideal city.” 
In groups, students created city goals, a constitution, 
a city identity, infrastructure to provide services for 
their citizens, artifacts to show off their culture, and 
ultimately, a physical build of the city to show off their 
hard work. The students finished this project with a for-
mal proposal to their peers, school administrators, and 
teachers; the excitement was undeniable and the skills 
learned through the process were abundant. 

This fall, we have had a packed itinerary exploring math 
and science. In mathematics, each student is working at 
their own pace with a curriculum structured to them. 
We began the year by solving equations and inequalities 
by adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing. This 
work with a variable gave them a taste of the algebra 
that is in their near future. They also wrote inequalities 
and graphed them. Having understood that chapter, 
they moved on to ratios, rates, and proportions. They 
learned about writing ratios and calculating unit rates 
and unit costs. They wrote and solved proportions and 
used this knowledge to solve problems that have simi-
lar figures, scale models, and maps. This proportional 
reasoning will be useful for the rest of their math and 
science life. Now, our students have the opportunity to 
learn about percents: what they are and how to calcu-
late them using proportions and equations. They also 
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learn how to convert between percents, decimals, and fractions. Just on the math horizon is geometry!

In science, we are using the highly-rated Amplify Science curriculum. It is exciting to begin using this com-
prehensive, hands-on, and engaging program! We began the year by studying the human microbiome, the 
community of over 100 trillion microorganisms that live in and on each human body. It was an enlightening 
introduction to the microscopic world. By use of scale cards and a scale tool, they were able to put various 
objects in order by size. It went from a water molecule to a human with DNA, different bacteria, human 
blood cells among others in between.

A major focus this fall was the STEAM Fair. The students had the opportunity to study a problem that exists 
in the world and propose a technology that would solve or alleviate that problem. They were then asked to 
design, build, and test their prototype. An insightful report, a tri board display, and an electronic version of 
their presentation went along with the prototype. At the start of December, they got the opportunity to dis-
play their work to the different classes, faculty, and staff. We are now back studying the human microbiome. 
At the start of the year, we will transition into studying metabolism both on the macro-level of how the body 
experiences it and the micro-level of how the body provides the cells with the molecules that they need.

The Bay Farm Middle School is a beautiful place in which every adolescent feels that their voice matters, 
their actions and feelings are seen, and their personality is celebrated. Our environment allows students to 
build confidence through autonomy, responsibility, and action. For example, students have been constantly 
working to raise money for their spring trip through the running of booths at Boo Fest and the creation of 
crafts and bake sale items for the Winter Fest. They also lead our morning meetings, run micro-economy 
meetings to plan their next fundraising event, and lead joint recess with Elementary II, among many other 
things. This involvement with one’s community allows for these adolescents to see their true potential - indi-
vidually and collectively. 

S p e c i a l i s t  S p o t l i g h t
The degree to which our specialist programs are fully integrated 
into the curriculum is a unique feature of Bay Farm. Each child 
experiences art, music, drama, reading round-up, agriculture, and 
shop—at a developmentally appropriate level—with 
specialists who offer students avenues of expression and 
technical skills that go beyond what is possible in the traditional 
classroom.

A R T L A N D

T H E  S H O P

A G R I C U L T U R E

P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

R E A D I N G  R O U N D - U P

D R A M A

M U S I C
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Artl and
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. | Julie Hawkins

We have had a fabulous year of art so far and are happy to be having 
classes in Artland. We welcome the new year in with JOY. Children’s 
House students started the year with a variety of projects learning 
about shapes, colors, festive art for all holiday celebrations, and 
we used many exciting art materials. We will be starting 2022 off 
jumping into a winter wonderland as they embrace this season. 
Snowflake art and winter scenes will adorn the rooms. We will visit 
the arctic regions by sculpting adorable penguins. In February we 
will integrate classroom studies of Asia and in March we will learn 
about dinosaurs and volcanoes with a fun time of working in clay 
and having colorful eruptions.

Elementary I students started the year off integrating their classroom studies about animals into a vari-
ety of exciting art projects. Students had the opportunity to work in a variety of art materials, including 
drawing and painting materials, oil pastels, paper mache, mixed media. Projects included: pet portraits, oil 
pastel drawings, 3-dimensional mixed-media masterpieces, drawing books of birds, animals, and story-
telling. They also had the opportunity to draw birds of prey during our Wingmaster presentation. Students 
finished this session designing their traditional festive gingerbread 
houses. The new year will bring in clay projects integrating studies of 
Africa and animals. It is an exciting time of learning clay techniques, 
self-expression and creating fabulous pottery and sculptures.
 
Elementary II students have had an exciting fall curriculum integrat-
ing classroom studies of botany, animals, and anthropology into a 
variety of innovative projects. Students had drawing books and filled 
the pages with beautiful tree imagery, landscapes, pen and ink images, 
birds in habitats, and ideas for projects. They also had the opportu-
nity to draw birds of prey during our Wingmaster presentation and 
designed stunning animals and birds using paper mache. Students 
also carved nature and tree images into linoleum and printed these 
images on beautiful paper. They also designed ceramic skulls to draw 
and paint. These young artists also finished this term designing their 
traditional festive gingerbread houses and landscapes. After break, 
students will integrate studies about Egypt into original clay projects. They will be working on the pottery 
wheel, hand-building, and learning about the culture, artists, and art from this country.

This fall, Middle School students integrated classroom studies of early man and ancient times into inspir-
ing art projects in a variety of ways. Students designed cave paintings, learned the art of pyrography, drew 
charcoal self-portraits, created gourd baskets, drew pen and ink drawings, and created tile mosaics. They 
had the opportunity to work with renowned basket maker Diane Stanton and learn innovative techniques 
for beading and stitching. Students also participated in the Wingmaster program and drew stunning birds 
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of prey. They ended the session by designing and decorating gingerbread mansions. Students carefully 
planned perspective drawings and re-created these images into edible delights. After the break, students 
will be working in clay, incorporating classroom studies of ancient China and learning advanced clay tech-
niques on and off the pottery wheel. 
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“Jenny from the Shop”  

Fall 2021 began with the wonderful news that the Shop could be open to the campus community 
for learning. Last year, due to COVID, Shop visitors were limited to middle schoolers to keep our 
campus as safe as possible. This year, K-MS students now have access to this state-of-the-art facility 
during their Shop special each week. Students have tools, building materials, and new technologies 
available to them in the Shop’s large working space for creative hands-on learning.  

This year, with COVID being more manageable, I am happily able to return to focusing my entire 
attention on working closely with Lead Teachers to incorporate the classroom learning into the Shop 
curriculum at every level. The connections the students are making are truly noteworthy. 

In the beginning, all Shop students kicked off the year with an introduction to and/or a review of 
Tools 101; learning to use basic tools such as hammers, screwdrivers, wrenches, pliers, and levels as 
well as all building materials the Shop has to offer. Students then reviewed an introduction to Design 
Thinking, which is the core thinking the Shop curriculum is built around. Students learn the Design 
Thinking steps they should take in their creative process: Empathize, Define the Problem, Ideate, 
Prototype, Test, Re-Test, so that they can apply this thinking to their approach to any problem they 
encounter with confidence. From there, project connections were underway!

It has been extremely exciting to welcome our Kindergarten students into the Shop for the first time 
this year. After an introduction to the Design Thinking philosophy, they jumped right into tools and 
tool safety, learning the parts and proper uses of the hammer, screwdriver, measuring tape, level, and 
wrench. Students have learned they can build with almost anything including paper as they build 
towers taller than themselves with just index cards. They brought their classroom learning into the 
Shop. Looking at hibernation, migration, and adaptation, students learned how polar bears insulate 
themselves with blubber. For November, students were learning about Native Americans in the class-
room. In Shop, students looked at Native American tools holding real arrowheads and making their 
own tools out of soap.  Students also built wigwams, recreating the structures in which the Wampa-
noag tribe lived. It has been a wonderful semester of connections and deep learning for these young 
creators. 

Elementary I students are always full of creative curiosity com-
bined with an eagerness to learn new things. They have really 
enjoyed digging deeper into their classroom learning with the 
connections they are making in Shop. Students began the year 
looking at the ocean and its waters. Students talked about waves, 
friction, and the classifications of wind while making their own 
sea glass and wind chimes to hang at home. From there, stu-
dents turned their attention to island vs continent by looking at 
Australia and its unique endangered wildlife. Students built a 
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builds. Students built paper towers using different techniques in architecture and created an active model 
of the human digestive system gaining an understanding of the differences between carnivores, herbi-
vores, and omnivores. For their final project, ELI students brought their knowledge of animal kingdoms 
and classifications into Shop building a unique designer animal and its habitat. Where does a “shark/gi-
raffe” live? It’s been a fun few months already this year and I’m excited to see what they do next semester.  

ELII Students have been busy this term in Shop putting their learning in their hands both as individuals 
and through group work. Students applied their Design Thinking skills to build towers and robot hands 
in September. In October students looked at the fungi kingdom, going on a local mushroom hunt with 
mushroom experts. They helped their community by building set pieces for the campus drama perfor-
mances. In November, they began to look deeper at their cultural unit on early humans. Students made 
molds of the Homo Habilis, Homo Erectus, Homo Neanderthalensis, and Homo Sapien skulls. They 
learned about archeology and paleontology and worked on their own dig site, identifying the differences 
in the skulls they discovered.  Students wrapped up their semester with some 3D Pen building and tech-
niques and built their very own chain reaction. They have been busy. Keep up the good creative work 
guys.  You’ve got places to go!

Middle School students have worked hard to focus on their community this term. They began the year 
with a search for problems on campus they could solve and help the younger student body.  Students’ 
brainstorming inspired a Children’s House fairy garden clean-up, which brought little hands back into a 
creative atmosphere. MS students also put so much time and effort into their Boo Fest preparation during 
Shop hours, preparing games and activities for students and their families. From there, they learned about 
the fungi kingdom on a mushroom hunt with local experts as well as learned how to operate and build a 
3D Pen. In Shop, MS students made deep connections to their classroom works, building cities for their 
Ideal City projects and making fire to understand its importance to the development of man and modern 
civilizations. 

Winter term will be even more exciting, and I can’t wait to see what else these bright young minds are 
capable of. The sky’s the limit!
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Agriculture
Agriculture | Annabel Chase

Agriculture at Bay Farm Montessori Academy is 
more than stopping in to say hi to the goats!
Our main objective is to expose students at the 
earliest age possible to the fundamentals of
agriculture and environmental sciences. Mean-
ing, we want students to have an understanding
of where their food comes from, explore the 
complexities of sustainability, and instill a sense 
of responsibility for their environment. From 
Children’s House all the way to Middle School, 
children will have the opportunity to participate 
in hands-on learning experiences designed to 
enlighten and inspire compassion, critical think-
ing and global awareness. They will tend to Bay 
Farm’s livestock and gardens, they will learn food 
preparation and nutrition and they will explore 
sustainability on a local and global scale. It’s a 
wonderful time to be a Bay Farm student! 

In Children’s House, we started the year off with 
the reintroduction of the barnyard and growing 
patches. The children enjoyed getting to know 
the animals and harvesting the last of the sum-
mer vegetables. We incorporated a classroom 
curriculum on the study of apples and the life 
cycle of the seed by dissecting apples from our 
orchard. Autumn saw the children investigating 
their surroundings and the changing seasons, we 

explored the concepts of hibernation, migration, 
and adaptation. Students used their five senses 
while exploring herbs and plants and enjoyed the 
routine care and feeding of our three goats, two 
alpacas, and six chickens. 

At the beginning of the year, Elementary I stu-
dents explored the concept of living and nonliving 
applying it to their immediate surroundings. We 
took a close look at our smallest contributors to 
life, insects! There was a buzz about the classroom 
when we studied pollinators and pollination, sim-
ulating how insects pollinate plants and the impor-
tance of these animals to our food production. This 
was followed by dissecting and identifying plants 
and their flowers and seeds. We then turned our 
attention to those important creatures found un-
derground, worms! The students were introduced 
to vermiculture and built their own classroom 
worm bin/composter, which they will routinely 
care for throughout the year. Students enjoyed 
studying about the alpacas of South America and 
were delighted to work with our alpacas’ fleece, 
cleaning and carding it, then dying it with various 
colors. We then went on to study the difference 
between commodity vs. product and explored how 
raw materials become finished products. This was 
accentuated by churning cream to butter! 
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Elementary II started the year focusing on Stone-Age hunter-gatherers and the advent of the agrarian rev-
olution. They explored the technology that supported the rise of farming and studied techniques that were 
used to preserve and store food. They supplemented this lesson by participating in seed saving and con-
structing clay pots to store the sorted, dried seeds for future use. They also learned about the differences be-
tween pickling and fermentation and enjoyed pickling their own Bay Farm cucumbers. In between lessons 
the students participated in animal husbandry skills, composting, crop preparation, and soil management. 
They were able to felt and dye alpaca wool using cranberries, learn about the myriad ways to use beeswax, 
and create their own festive candles. The winter term will see ELII exploring the art of cheese making, par-
ticipating in alternative farming methods such as hydroponics, and the history of prepared foods.

Middle School opened the term with a look at the rise of agriculture and how it influenced society. We 
studied the effects of agrarian technology and how it impacted food security and allowed previous nomadic 
societies to establish more permanent communities. The students then harvested our heirloom vegetables 
and practiced a seed-saving technique using fermentation. They were able to sort, document, and package 
four different vegetable seeds for next season’s garden. Throughout the autumn, the students enjoyed hands-
on tutorials of animal husbandry, garden preparation, composting, and planting. They thoroughly enjoyed 
pickling cucumbers, preparing alpaca wool, and using their creativity to ethically source holiday wreaths. 
After winter break, the students will explore the meaning of sustainability and its application to agriculture. 
We will look at food production from around the world and cultural differences.
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Physical Education
Physical Education | Nicholas Sisoian

It has been an absolute pleasure working with the students of Bay Farm this year and it could not have 
been a better way to start my teaching experience. With warm welcoming students in each class, this 
year has been nothing short of fantastic. Students have been working on a variety of different activities 
these past few months and are very eager to do more! Overall, the concepts and expectations from all 
levels have been very consistent this first half of the year. Each level has been working towards goals such 
as teamwork, leadership, and building relationships with other students in class. Students learn this from 
experiencing activities that involve strategizing a plan of action with a team to achieve a specific goal. 
In this, I expect students to work together and welcome all teammates’ ideas and thoughts. I encourage 
them to understand that working together will help them achieve the goal - whether it be finishing the 
relay race first or determining who should be a defender or who should be an offensive player during our 
pin knockdown game. 

The Elementary I students have been working in both small and large groups in team-building activities. 
Team skills are vital to have and to learn. The students in Elementary I have been doing activities such as 
Capture the Flag, Capture the Ball, Basketball, Badminton, Flasketball, Soccer, Relay Races, Tic Tac Toe, 
HOP Rock Paper Scissors, and many more. 

Students in Elementary II have worked together in teams as well as partners throughout the year. Focus-
ing on teamwork, Elementary II has come a long way with working on small and large group activities, 
much like ELI. Each activity requires thinking as a united team as well as figuring out and strategizing 
action plans such as assigning leaders and supporters. From various Relay Races, Pin Knockover, Cap-
ture the Flag,  Badminton, Tic Tac Toe, HOP Rock Paper Scissors, Longball, Flasketball to many more 
variations, the students have been working extremely hard.

Our Middle School students have also been working hard at teamwork through team games/sports and 
activities. This group of Middle Schoolers all have their unique personalities but with these differences, 
I see many connections in class. Students are showing their leadership skills by guiding their peers and 
providing positive encouragement to their fellow classmates. Things the students have been working on 
to build teamwork and leadership skills include games/sports like Basketball, Badminton, Team Cooper-
ative Games, Relay Races, Tic Tac Toe, HOP Rock Paper Scissors, Flasketball and many more! 

Overall, I believe students in each level have come very far from day one in P.E. Students are developing 
more physical development skills and have become much more motivated to get activities started at the 
beginning of class. I look forward to what the rest of the year holds for P.E. 
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Students in the Children’s House, Elementary I, and Elementary II all meet once each week for Reading 
Round Up. The objective of our time together is to engage in and foster an appreciation for reading. Lessons 
are focused on selections of children’s literature and read aloud. Extensions of the text include visuals, topic- 
related kids songs, and follow up discussions.

This fall in Children’s House, we have been reading It’s Okay To Be Different, Oh No!,  Knuffle Bunny, The 
Monster Who Ate My Peas, City Dog Country Frog, Bear’s Winter House, and Lena’s Twelve Hats in addition to 
other fun reads.

R eading Round-Up!

The lessons in the Elementary classrooms are intended to expose students to different reading genres of 
children’s literature. Books for their program level are read aloud with follow up lessons. A partial list of the 
book selections covered include Hey, Thunder Boy Jr, The Bracelet, The Day Saida Arrived, Weslandia, An 
Orange For Frankie, Thanksgiving at the Tappletons, The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, and Rapunzel. 

“The more that you read,the more things you 
will know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you’ll go.”- Dr. Seuss

Reading Round Up is an enjoyable classroom connection. Our students value their time spent immersed in a 
story.
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Drama
Drama | Rachel Beauregard

Launching a Drama Program in this post-COVID world is neither simple nor straightforward. There 
have been cancellations, corrections, concessions, and more adjustments than ever before. Every piece of 
the puzzle - from the Performing Arts staff to administration to students and their parents- has had to be 
flexible and accommodating, whether it be health-conscious choices made by the state or the school or 
simply being new to the theatre itself. It’s been difficult and frustrating at times for all involved, but most 
importantly, it is worth it. There is no replacement for the experience of telling a story live and in-person 
to those you love. There is no assignment or online course that can replace the feeling of singing on stage 
and receiving applause, for the pride a student feels after months of work and memorization and being 
able to take a bow and think, ‘I did it.’  Thank you so much for being a part of all that, of Drama at Bay 
Farm, and here’s a glimpse of what each level has been working on this fall.

In Kindergarten Drama and Music Workshop, students worked on their Holiday K show. Each student 
received a line, through which we’ve been honing memorization skills and introducing elements of 
public speaking. Through the building of their show, students are also learning the basics of performance 
etiquette and establishing an understanding of stage directions. We’ve had discussions introducing the 
concept of accountability, encouraging the students to take ownership of their role within the perfor-
mance. 

In Elementary I, students have been rehearsing their respective musicals, Arctic Animal Antics or Singin’ 
in the Rainforest. Throughout the process, they’ve learned basic stage directions and exercised kinetic 
awareness, managing their bodies in space onstage. They have become familiar with the ever-important 
term ‘accountability,’ taking responsibility for their parts within the greater whole. To assure ownership 
of the production, students were encouraged to share ideas for blocking and choreography and create 
their costumes. This led to a final production the students had built together, and we’re proud of and 
excited to share with the greater Bay Farm community.

In Elementary II, students have been preparing for their much-awaited production of Tales of Temples 
and Tombs. Leading up to the original show date, the class learned their lines, researched possible char-

acter choices, painted the backdrop, and made suggestions for blocking and choreography, making the pro-
duction their unique take on the script. With the unexpected intervention of the ongoing pandemic delaying 
the show not once but twice, the class had the opportunity to exercise their flexibility and ability to accept 
change with grace. Though it was not an ideal situation, these skills are paramount not only to live theatre but 
to life as well, and experience can often be the best teacher. When we return to school in January, Elementary 
II will finally be able to share the show with their parents and peers, and it will be all the stronger and more 
special for having waited.  

In the Middle School Drama Workshop, students devised their short play around the concept of community. 
Through journal prompts and class discussion, students identified what communities they are a part of and 
how that positively affects their day-to-day life. Together they have practiced working as a theatrical ensemble 
to support each other onstage, memorize their lines, and gain knowledge of common theatre terminologies 
such as blocking, choreography, and spacing. Following the performance in early November, students began 
to examine what roles are necessary on the technical side of theatre. Starting with stage prop design and cate-
gorization, we discussed what roles are required to stage a production, from Producer to Actor. Before winter 
break, students received their roles and had their first read-through for their Spring production of Twelfth 
Night by William Shakespeare. This show will be fully designed and performed by the Middle School class in 
heightened language, so we are getting familiar with the script early in preparation.  

What a wild few months it has been! Since September, Bay Farm has put on six shows, including the Thimble 
Theatre production of The Wishing Stone by the Children’s House after-school enrichment program. That’s 
six chances for nearly every member of the student body to feel appreciated, seen, and proud of what they’ve 
done. If you had any part in that, be it making a costume, helping someone learn their lines, or simply show-
ing up to watch and applaud, I thank you. There is no replacement for coming together as a community to tell 
stories, and those six shows are the re-start to the lengthy tradition of Drama at Bay Farm. Let’s keep creating.
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Music | Alyssa Parsons

The camaraderie that comes with exploring mu-
sic can be unmatched in disciplines outside the 
performing arts. This is one of the many reasons 
music is such an integral part of the Bay Farm 
curriculum. From performing on stage to working 
together in class, watching my students experi-
ence this for the first time makes everything I 
do worthwhile. Here is what each level has been 
working on over the past few months:

Toddler House students have been exploring mu-
sic using a broad range of activities. These include 
movement, singing, storytelling, and instrument 
playing. I’d like to thank Rachel Beauregard, the 
Drama Specialist, for teaching TH music for the 
first four months of school. Starting in January, I 
will be taking over as the TH music teacher and 
intend to continue the music class routine she 
established. As the TH students warm up to me, I 
intend to expose them to a variety of new instru-
ments, songs, and movement activities, and to 
thus help refine their fine and gross motor skills, 
coordination, vocabulary, and sensory develop-
ment. The ultimate goal of TH music is to create a 
comfortable environment where students feel wel-
comed and excited to express themselves through 
music.

Children’s House students have been explor-
ing some of the basic music fundamentals: 
beat, rhythm, and melody. This has been taught 
through rote songs, echo songs, composition, 
instrument playing, solfege, movement, and class-
room discussion. Many students have achieved 
high competency in these skills and are able to use 
the following related vocabulary: ta, ti-ti, ta-ah, 
rest, measure, and tempo. In addition to these 
skills, CH students began to learn about the music 
instrument families at the beginning of December. 
Solidifying this material will continue throughout 
the remainder of the school year.

The incorporation of monthly music-based works 
has also begun in the CH classrooms. This is to 
ensure the interdisciplinary learning promised to 
Bay Farm students. The incorporation of monthly 
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Music
music-based 
works gives CH 
students the 
opportunity 
to engage with 
music outside of 
their 30-minute 
instructional 
period, make 
connections 
between music 
and other disciplines, and work independently to 
develop their musicianship.

Kindergarten: In addition to their weekly mu-
sic class in CH, the kindergarteners have had the 
opportunity to participate in a Music and Drama 
Workshop once a week. In the music portion of Mu-
sic and Drama Workshop, the kindergarten students 
have been focusing on developing their musician-
ship in the context of their Holiday ‘K’ performance. 
This includes singing and memorizing the following 
songs: “Jingle Bells,” “Dreidel, Dreidel,” “Thank You 
Song” from Cocomelon, “Remember Me” from 
Coco, and “Light a Candle for Peace.” Additionally, 
each kindergartener worked diligently to prepare a 
segment of one of these melodies on a percussion 
instrument. These melodies were played in small 
groups by classroom in order to strengthen the 
community in and out of music class and to im-
prove individual and group musicianship simulta-
neously.

For the remainder of the school year, I will be 
working to design a curriculum for the kindergart-
eners that not only develops their musical skills, but 
establishes an appreciation for the performing arts 
and confidence in their creativity. I anticipate doing 
more instrumental and vocal work as a large ensem-
ble and exploring opportunities for composition.

Elementary I: In music class, ELI students have 
been preparing the music for their animal-inspired 
musical theatre performances. Both musicals were 
written by Jill and Michael Gallina. Mattakeesett 
performed Arctic Animal Antics, and Patuxet 
performed Singin’ in the Rainforest. Musical adapta-
tions were made to Singin’ in the Rainforest in order 
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comparison to the other class. Both performances 
were very successful and the support and response 
from the BFMA community was extremely posi-
tive. 

Although the rush to prepare for a performance 
is a necessary skill for performing arts students to 
develop, I intend to spend the rest of the school 
year slowing things down. This way students will 
have the opportunity to harness the skills they’ve 
learned throughout the performance preparation 
process. I intend to focus on developing healthy 
vocal technique, exploring different instruments, 
working together as an ensemble, and establishing 
adequate music literacy skills. By the end of the 
year, I hope to start students on recorder.

Elementary II: In music class, ELII students have 
been preparing for their Ancient Egyptian musi-
cal, Tales of Temples and Tombs by Donna Am-
orosia. Despite being rescheduled twice due to 
COVID exposures, the ELII students have shown 
the utmost patience and resilience. They will be 
performing this show on January 6, 2022, and I 
could not be more proud of the work they’ve done.

Additionally, the ELII students have begun a uku-
lele unit in which they have learned the anatomy 
of the instrument and how to handle and tune it 
properly. Going forward they will learn to play 
basic melodies independently and as an ensemble. 
The goal of the unit is to play duets as a class and 
to be able to accompany songs with basic chord 
progressions. 

For the remainder of the year ELII students will be 
developing their ear training skills, exploring com-
position, expanding their music vocabulary, and 
working toward achieving higher levels of music 
literacy and musicianship. This includes taking 
ownership of their individualized musical success 
by bringing the necessary materials to and from 
class and practicing to enhance their skills.

Middle School: In the music portion of Music and 
Drama Workshop, MS students have been devel-
oping their vocal skills. They performed a two-
part arrangement of “I’ll Be There for You” from 

Friends at the end of their first perfor-
mance of the year, Together: An Explora-
tion of Community. The connection made 
between community and the performing 
arts is no mistake. Furthermore, the MS 
students prepared four holiday carols to 
perform at the First Annual BFMA Holi-
day Tree Lighting Event. The performance 
at the holiday event is a tribute to music’s 
ability to bring us together as a community.

For the remainder of the school year, the 
middle schoolers will be solidifying music 
literacy concepts through vocal and instru-
mental activities, exploring music history 
and developing their research skills. The 
ultimate goal of MS music is to develop 
independent musicians who feel confident 
enough in their skills to participate in mu-
sic classes at a high school level.

Enrichment: Outside of the normal school 
day, I was able to teach two fall enrichment 
programs. This included ELI Chorus and 
ELII-MS Chorus. Both ensembles had a 
brief performance at the end of the enrich-
ment session. This is the first time any type 
of music ensemble enrichment program 
has been offered at Bay Farm. As interest 
grows, I intend to expand these opportu-
nities outside of vocal music. Look out for 
winter music enrichment opportunities! 
The more the merrier!

Thank you all for welcoming me into the 
Bay Farm community. Here’s to a new year 
filled with health, happiness, and, of course, 
lots of music.
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Dive In to Bay Farm Summer 2022!
It is hard to believe that Summer is just 5 months away! Bay Farm 

Summer Program will run June 13 - August 12, 2022. Information and 
registration will be released late February/early March. 

Bay Farm families will have a chance to sign-up before registration 
opens to the general public. 

You will receive information via email from Summer@bfarm.org. 

Winter 2022
Children’s House 
Twinkle Tots Gymanstics - Preschool 

Shining Stars Gymnastics - Pre-Kindergarten & Kindergarten 

Cooking with Kate - Pre-Kindergarten & Kindergarten

 
Elementary I
Gym Sports Sampler

Hands-On Ocean Ecology Series

Introduction to Musical Theater 

Behind the Curtain - Introduction to Theater Tech.

Chorus

Junie B. Jones - Spring Performance

 
Elementary II & Middle School
Student Council

Gym Sports Sampler

Cheffin’ with Shannon

Introduction to Musical Theater 

Fitness, Fun, & Friends

Behind the Curtain - Introduction to Theater Tech.

Chorus

Junie B. Jones - Spring Performance
Registration Opens in  January. 

Email enrichment@bfarm.org 
with any questions.
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Advancement & Engagement

This year we spent more than $150,000 on capital improvement projects, curricular 
improvements, classroom materials, and infrastructure.

Bay Farm tuition is designed to fund our year-to-year operating expenses, but it can’t 
cover the vitally important investments that we make in the long-term health and  
vitality of the school.

From classroom material replacement and improvements to campus facilities to  
professional development and training for Bay Farm’s wonderful teachers, your  
support helps ensure that we’re developing and growing as a learning community.

To replace worn and  
dangerous roadway through 

campus and to improve 
traffic to make pick-up and 

drop-off smoother and more 
effective.

-$65,000 -$35,000 -$24,000
To purchase and replace  
Montessori materials for 

Children’s House.

To improve HVAC, 
plumbing, and electrical 
systems campus-wide.

 Technology improve-
ments to improve class-
room interactive learn-

ing in ELI, ELII, and 
Middle School.

-$10,000 -$10,000 -$15,000
Science curriculum  
program with appli-
cations for all levels, 

including microscopes 
and science kits. 

Training and professional 
development for faculty 
through the American  
Montessori Society and  

other professional  
development centers.

Bay Farm Giving is vital to ensure that we’re able to maintain the high educational 
and environmental standards you’ve come to expect. Please consider supporting 
the many great investments made this year in your child’s education.

Give.BayFarm.Info
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STAY 
C ONNECTED

@bayfarmma
/bayfarmmontessoriacademy
/bayfarmmontessori

J O Y  •  P U R P O S E  •  C O M PA S S I O N

Have news to share in the Bay Farm beat?
Have news you’d like to share with the Bay Farm community or have an announcement? 

Send in your news! 
Bay Farm Beat submissions can be sent to Alyssa Good at alyssag@bfarm.org.


