
The Oxbow News
#oxbowstrong #december #spirtoftheholidays #family

Dear Oxbow Families,
Greetings!
 
The holiday season has begun, and our hope is that your family is enjoying this special time of year in
every way. During this season of the year we would like to say thanks to:
 
� Parents and guardians who diligently check their child’s homework; who are seated beside them as
they complete their homework; and spend quality time with their child.
� All of the parent volunteers who give countless hours to make Oxbow a better place for students
and staff. Thank you OPC!
� Community members and parents who organize fund raisers, make phone calls, and bring food to
classes and the staff lounge on special days.
� All the people in our district who are committed to giving their best to your children every day. For
example: custodians, food service staff, bus drivers, paraprofessionals, secretaries, teachers, and
members of the school board.
� All of you who are doing your very best to send your child ready to learn every day.
 
I am proud of how much our community gives during this time of the year. We have many programs
that re�ect the caring community culture that is growing through our population. Our students have
worked hard to gather, collect and donate boxed cereal to a local Food Bank, in order to give back to
those in our community that need additional support.  
 
Also a big thank you to our local businesses, families, White Lake PD, White Lake Presbyterian Church,
All Saints Lutheran in Hartland for helping to sponsor an Oxbow family for the holidays!
 
HOOT's HOLIDAY SHOP IS ALMOST HERE!
Oxbow's annual Holiday Shop is back this school year! It will be here Dec. 6 – 9th! This is a special
store for children to shop for gifts for everyone in their family. All items are priced at $1. It’s a
wonderful opportunity for children to experience the joy of shopping on their own for their family and
friends. Please refer to your child's teacher in regards to their assigned date and time.
 
A few other important things:
 
We will continue to provide a safe learning environment so that each student can contribute to the
success of our school. In order to provide a secure environment, all parents and visitors are required to
report to the Front O�ce and sign in before going to other parts of the building, including classrooms.
Masks are required at this time, per the Oakland County Health Department mandate for all



Important Dates to Remember

parents, staff and students. Name tags are required to be worn by all visitors and staff.
Parents/visitors must sign out in the Front O�ce when leaving the school. Classroom visits should be
prearranged through the classroom teacher and/or school administrator and CRC forms will need to
be submitted and cleared prior to any parent volunteering in the classroom. Please �nd the CRC form
below.
 
With the colder weather here, please be sure that your child is prepared to head outside for recess.
Children should have coats, gloves, hats and boots when it begins to snow. Having your child's items
visibly labeled will help in the event of a lost item.
 
Hopefully years from now, during the holiday season, you and your child will remember many
wonderful times spent together. On behalf of the staff here at Oxbow, have a joyous holiday season
and a prosperous New Year!
 
Yours in Learning,
 
Mrs. Greenleaf
#proudtobeanowl
#shinebright

Important Upcoming Dates:
December 6-9th-Holiday Shop @ Oxbow
December 6th- Candy Gram $ is due
December 7th- Early Release for Students @ 2:37 pm
December 10th- Hat Day or Fun Holiday Gear (antlers, Santa Hat, Christmas Tree, etc) for $1.00 (all
proceeds go towards helping to sponsor the Ken Tucker Scholarship for a graduating Senior at LHS)
December 20-January 2nd- Winter Break
January 3- School Resumes
January 17-MLK/No School for Students
January 28-Half Day for Students



School Hours and Schedule
Students are not permitted to enter the building until 9:10 am
1st Bell rings at 9:10 am
2nd Bell rings at 9:15 am
*Free breakfast for all students will be served in classrooms
**Please do not drop students off prior to 9:00 am, as there will not be adult supervision outside until
9:00 am
 
Dismissal
4:07 pm
**If you would like to check out your child early, please come to the Main O�ce to do so. You will have
to sign out your child. Early checkouts do factor into your child's overall attendance. In addition, any
changes in pick up plans need to be communicated to the Main O�ce prior to 2:00 pm. Late requests
will not be honored.
 

 
Lunch Times and Grade Levels
**In Cafeteria
 
Lunch A
JK, K and 2nd
 
12:00-12:45 pm
Recess: 12:20-12:45
 
Lunch B
1st and 3rd
 
12:25-1:10 pm
Recess: 12:45-1:10
 
Lunch C
4th and 5th
 
12:50-1:35 pm
Recess: 1:10-1:35
 
**Your child's teacher will share a schedule with their daily Specials.

Main Office Updates
School attendance remains a very high priority. Please be sure that you are maintaining
communication with your child's teacher and the Main O�ce, especially if your children are
quarantining.
 
Daily attendance is taken by our classroom teachers everyday. If your child is going to be absent,
please be sure to continue to call the Main O�ce at 248-684-8085 or please send an email to Mrs.
Leece at shannon.leece@hvs.org to report an absence.
 

mailto:shannon.leece@hvs.org


Please ensure that your pick up plans are communicated to your child's teacher and the Main O�ce
prior to 2:00 pm. Late requests will not be honored.
 
Please do not send your child with medication to school. There is a Plan of Care form that
parents must complete on the HVS website under Health and Wellness. If you need
assistance, please reach out to Mrs. Nowak or Mrs. Leece.
 
A blank CRC form is attached below. Please �ll out the attached from and email it to Mrs. Leece at
shannon.leece@hvs.org or return it with your student to school.
A Criminal Record Check (CRC) form must be completed for anyone:

Chaperoning on an overnight trip
Volunteering (if applicable)
Classroom party (if applicable)
Chaperoning on a �eld trip

CRC’s must be completed every school year and that includes HVS district employees.
 
 
Thank you!
Mrs. Nowak and Mrs. Leece

pdf
CRC Form-BLANK.pdf

Download
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Quick Tips on Parenting with a Growth Mindset

Three Ways to a Growth Mindset

Tips for the Holidays: Letting Joy Win over Stress

mailto:shannon.leece@hvs.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6132815e6cd20527e1fb8c71


1. Leave the rule book at home: When parents travel to spend the holidays, they sometimes try to use
"home" rules for parenting. But, children and parents both experience very different demands than
when at home. Grandparents want to stay up and talk to the little ones. Aunts and uncles spoil
children with candy and attention. What parents �nd inappropriate at home becomes "cute" to others.
Parents can �nd joy by leaving the rule book at home. Relax and allow the laughter and smiles from
your children become more important than keeping order.
 
2. Be �exible with schedules: The holidays push parents to be in two places at once. These time
demands place parents in a position where they must pick and choose. If we are �exible about how we
prioritize our time during the holidays, we can release our expectations to please everyone. Instead, joy
comes when we go with the �ow, and adopt a "do our best" attitude. Parents �nd happiness, at the
end of the day, in the smiling faces of their families.
 
3. Pay Close Attention Once per Day: Parents �nd themselves scattered over the holidays. Sometimes
we forget that children need our time more than ever when things become hectic. We can give the gift
of attention every day, without paying a penny to a store. Parents will �nd joy in the way a child's eyes
light-up during the 15 to 30 minutes set aside to read together or play a simple board game. Those few
minutes lay the foundation of connection to children, and show love more than any new phone or
video game.
 
4. Give the gift of acceptance: Parents �nd joy in sending accepting messages that validate children as
overly-excited (rather than being "bad"), and empathize with a child's feeling of raw energy. Parents
help calm children through validation, so that limit setting becomes a lesson not a punishment.

What To Do After Parent/Teacher Conferences
1. Send a follow-up message. If you and the teacher agreed on some plan of action, convey in your
note that you are hopeful that this plan will yield results.
 
2. Talk with your child. Your child will no doubt be eager to hear what you discussed at the conference.
Tell your child what you think is appropriate for him/her to hear. Highlight the positive about the
teacher. In discussing problem areas suggest speci�c ways your child can improve, but avoid a critical
tone. Inform your child of any changes the teacher will be making P A G E 2 and let him/her know that
you support these changes. Your child needs to see you and the teacher as a “team.”
 
3.Follow-up with the teacher. If the teacher described some concerns at the meeting, check with
him/her a couple of weeks later to see if there has been progress. Keep the lines of communication
open.
 
4. Use Family Access to stay informed of your child's grades and academic progress.

Need Gift Ideas for the Holidays?
If you are looking for creative and educational gift ideas for your child, here is a great link! This link will
help you identify reading material for each each range. Check it out!
 
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/parent-store.html  

https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/parent-store.html


OPC Corner

Oxbow Spirit Wear

HOME Oxbow Elem… oxbowschoolspiritwear.com

Help Support Oxbow- Check out this 5 Below Fundraiser!

Candy Grams-Due 12/6

https://oxbowschoolspiritwear.com/




Oxbow OPC Updates
Want to be involved in your child's school? Join our Oxbow OPC today and be sure to follow them on
Facebook here
 
If parents or staff have any new ideas or suggestions this year OPC would love to hear from them! You
can email oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com
 
If anyone would like to donate to the silent auction on 9/16 please reach out to
oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com
 
Jenna Bays- President
Mandy Van Schalkwyk-VP
Lisa Selahowski-Treasurer
Nicole Spangler- Secretary/ Staff Liaison
Aimee Nardell- Teacher Liaison
 
OPC Updates:
As we enter the Fall season, although the sun may not be blinding your eyes and the temperature may
not be as high, clouds only block a very small portion of the UV radiation that reaches the skin. Even on
overcast days, you want to stick to your daily sunscreen routine and UV protective attire to prevent
long term skin damage.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/148659811845637
mailto:oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com


 
1. Looking for 2 more parent volunteers to lead and help Mrs.Opie with Popcorn Fridays this year.
Popcorn Fridays are happening once a month. Please email oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com

Title I "Corner:
Two of our Title I programs to target and help student's literacy and math skills recently kicked off. Our
WIN (What I Need Program) is headed by Mrs. Komisarz, Oxbow's very own Literacy Specialist and her
team of paraprofessionals, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Long and Mrs. Farnum. We are so incredibly lucky to have
this dynamic group of professionals working with our teachers and students Tuesdays-Fridays. If you
have any questions about WIN, please reach out to your child's teacher or you can email Mrs.
Komisarz at nicole.komisarz@hvs.org to inquire.
 
Our 2nd Title I program also recently kicked off. Mrs. Sklaski, is working with classroom teachers and
identi�ed students in 1st-5th grades to work in small groups on identi�ed grade level math standards.
This is our 2nd year with this Title I program, and it is such a gift to our school community.

Title I Parent Information Video-Check it Out!

Title I www.wevideo.com

WIN Time (What I Need Time)
The staff at Oxbow believes that a solid academic foundation is the basis for success in school and in
life. It is our commitment to this belief that is the foundation of our WIN Time in our school district.
 
WIN Time is an acronym for What I Need Time. The concept of WIN Time is to provide all students with
targeted support and interventions, especially when students are not showing academic progress as
expected. We are committed to ensuring that no new content is being taught during WIN time.
 
Literacy is the main focus of WIN Time in grades K-4. WIN Time is led by Mrs. Nikki Komisarz, our
Literacy Coach. Mrs. Komisarz also leads monthly meetings we refer to as BIT (Building Interventions
Team) meetings that bring all members of our academic team together to discuss the progress of
each student at Oxbow. Mrs. Komisarz tracks reading progress and leads the BIT meeting dialogue.
Our BIT meetings are attended by Mrs. Komisarz, the paraprofessionals who implement interventions,
each grade level team, Mrs. Bodmer (our teacher consultant), Ms. James (our resource room teacher)
and our principal, Mrs. Greenleaf. Our team examines student work and teacher assessment in order
to designate appropriate support for each student. WIN Time takes place four days a week. During
each session, all students work on assignments that are speci�c to their learning needs. Students
working at or above grade level, often work on individualized projects or enrichment activities, while
students who are performing below expectation, work in targeted groups set up in small group
settings.
 

mailto:oxbowparentcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:nicole.komisarz@hvs.org
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2470988344


Paraprofessionals and Mrs. Komisarz reteach the literacy strategies and guide students with the
needed practice of skills identi�ed during BIT meetings. Each month, our team members monitor
progress and the effectiveness of the interventions being used. It is our goal that each student’s
progress is closely evaluated by our classroom teachers and by our BIT team.
 
As we get the new year underway, teachers will be making the initial assessments of student
competence, especially in the area of literacy. As we are obtaining that information, we will be using
WIN Time to meet with students and focus on building relationships with WIN Team members. We are
very committed to utilizing WIN Time to ensure the success of each and every student at Oxbow
throughout their elementary school experience.

Birthday Treats
Many parents will soon be reaching out to classroom teachers about birthday treats to help celebrate
their child's birthday this school year. Due to the fact that we have many children in the building with
various food allergies and health related illnesses, we want to create an environment that is inclusive,
supportive and safe to all of our children.
 
With that being said, we encourage parents to send only little trinkets, pencils, stickers, books, goodie
bags, etc, instead of food items. Food items such as cupcakes, brownies, etc, will not be accepted due
to allergies, etc. This is the same protocol that was in place last school year due to the pandemic, and
we will continue to follow it. We appreciate all parents wanting to create an inclusive environment for
all of our children.



Bus Information
Bus information for most students is now available in your Family Access account. If your student’s
information is missing or appears incorrect, please call the Transportation Department at 248-684-
8200. No busing information will be sent to your home by postcard. 
Thank you,
HVS Communications

Parking Lot
Parents,
Below you will �nd a link to a video that Mr. Ristau and Mr. Rehnlund put together to help parents
understand the new �ow of the parking lot and to have a better understanding of the drop off and pick
up procedures. Please be sure to view it.
 
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2359575502  
 
To avoid accidents, please use the NEW Entrance only when arriving to Oxbow and the Exit only
driveway when leaving Oxbow. The old entrance is no longer accessible.
 
The Bus Loop (on the south side of the building) parking lot will also be used by staff to park their
vehicles and it will not be accessible for parents to park in this parking lot, in the mornings or
afternoons.
 
Staff Only Parking- South side of the building
Visitor Parking-North side of the building
 
A few reminders about drop off:
We encourage students to have their bags and personal items ready to go, shoes on, etc prior to
pulling into the parking lot. Our goal is to quickly help children out of your car, to help keep tra�c
�owing and moving.
 
1. The lane closest to the curb is a �ow through and drop off lane only. Parents are asked and
encouraged not to get out of their vehicles to help students exit, as this slows down tra�c.
 
2. Please DO NOT DOUBLE PARK OR DROP OFF STUDENTS FROM THE SECOND LANE and have
students run from their vehicles. It is extremely dangerous to have children running between moving
cars to reach the curb. It is a safety concern when parents park on the side and children get out of the
vehicle, as cars are moving.
 
3. Please follow the �ow of tra�c and pull up as far as you can. This allows us to get more cars in the
loop. Please do not have your children get out prior to moving forward. Staff members are directing
cars to pull forward. Parents can only allow their children out of the car closest to the curb.
 
4. Please park only in areas that are permissible by law and are not reserved as a handicap parking
spot, unless you have a handicap permit. This also includes no parking on the blue lines surrounding
the handicap parking spots.
 
We encourage all parents to use HVS bus transportation or to stay in their vehicles and use the Drop
Off/Pick Up system. Having too many parents and visitors walking up to the front of the building is a

https://www.hvs.org/parentresources/familyaccess/
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2359575502


Map of the Updated Parking Lot

safety concern and it creates more confusion and chaos during an already busy time. Please refrain
from parking and walking up to the building to pick up your child. At this time, parents are also
discouraged from walking their children to their classrooms.
 
We will do our very best to get the line moving as quickly as we can to get you out of the parking lot.
 
Please feel free to share ideas and suggestions in writing to Mrs. Greenleaf at your earliest
convenience. 

Building Doors Used by Students Mornings/Afternoons
**We are discouraging parents from waiting on the sidewalk to pick up students. We are
encouraging parents to utilize the Drop Off Loop. It will help keep students safer and to keep
systems running smoother.
**Please be sure to utilize your child's bright green nameplate during pick up, by placing it on your
visor. If you need another, please reach out to the Main O�ce.
 
Morning
Drop Off Students
**JK, K, will use the main entrance to enter into the building in the mornings. All other students will use
the entrance to the left of the main entrance (secondary entrance). Dropped off students will not be
entering the building using any of the side doors (north or south side).
 
Bussers
**JK-2nd will only enter the building through the side doors by 1st grade. (south side)
**3-5th grade students will enter the building using the doors by the 5th grade hallway. (south side)
 
Dismissal/Afternoon
**JK/K Exit through Kindy Coat Room and will head to the grass 
**1st-2nd students will exit the building using the Main Entrance at the front of the building
**3rd, 4th-5th students will exit the building using the Secondary exit in the front of the building
 
**Classrooms will line up on grass outside main doors to wait for parents. New signs have been
ordered and placed in the grass to help with organization. Thank you to Signorama of Novi for their
help!
 
**We encourage families to continue utilizing the bright GREEN Name Tags. This makes it easier for
staff to identify your vehicle.
 
**If you need to help your child buckle in, please pull forward (past the entrance into the staff parking
lot) and turn on your HAZARDS/FLASHERS.
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Parking Lot.pdf
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https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/611aabcdbc3e2c2c61ed54f6


Updated District Calendar for 2021-2022

Free Lunch for all Students!

Oxbow December Lunch Menu

School to Home Communication is Key!
 
Communication is important to us here at Oxbow. Parents will be noti�ed and updated in a variety of
ways throughout the school year. The majority of information for parents will be available on our
school and District website and through email.
 
Skyward Family Access
It is critical that parents keep an updated email address and let us know if it changes as soon as
possible. Parents may update this information for us on Skyward Family Access. All teachers at
Oxbow utilize Skyward Family Access to communicate with parents. Report cards, lunch account
information, progress reports, attendance, and other important information will always be posted on
Skyward Family Access.
 
The Oxbow News
Our Oxbow newsletter will be sent electronically to parents and it will be posted on our Oxbow Family
Connections website and school website.
Our school website can be found here. 
The Oxbow Family Connection website can be found here 
 
Please visit this page often for information about our school. You will �nd links to important
documents, websites and blogs from your child's classroom, OPC forms and information, and
important updates and forms that you will need to access.
 
Social Media
At Oxbow, we also utilize our school Facebook page. We post important information, fun pictures and
school messages. Please be sure to follow and like our page here

https://www.hvs.o… www.hvs.org

All students at Oxbow Elementary have the option to receive a free breakfast and lunch everyday
through June 2022! Please reach out Ms. Melissa Black, Oxbow's Food Supervisor at
melissa.black@hvs.org if you have any questions.
 
In addition, all students even those that choose to bring their own lunch from home, will have the
option for a free milk at lunch time.

https://www.hvs.org/schools/elementaryschools/oxbow/
https://sites.google.com/hvs.org/oxbow-family-connection/home
https://www.facebook.com/Oxbow-Elementary-100409671366404
https://www.hvs.org/downloads/_acct_/00/00/33/67/2021-22_school_calendar_x.pdf
mailto:melissa.black@hvs.org


December Action for Kindness Calendar

Oxbow 2021-2022 Spirit Wear
Thank you to our OPC members for helping to organize and provide this opportunity to our Oxbow
families! They worked hard to secure a new company for our spirit wear, that provides incentives to
our families and bene�ts our students. If you are interested in purchasing some Oxbow gear for your
child, please be sure to check out this website: https://oxbowschoolspiritwear.com/
 
 
Happy shopping Owls!

https://www.actio… www.actionforhappiness.org

Need Tech Support?
If you are using a district issued Chromebook, and you are experiencing technology issues, please
contact Mr. Jason Rehnlund directly at jason.rehnlund@hvs.org.

https://oxbowschoolspiritwear.com/
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/media/1068305/dec_2021.pdf
mailto:jason.rehnlund@hvs.org


Oxbow Virtual Morning Announcements

The Positivity Project (P2)

During the 2020-2021 school year, Oxbow had the opportunity to utilize Title I funding to purchase a
well rounded program to help support character building within the building. This school wide program
is called The Positivity Project. Please be sure to read the letter below to learn more about the program
that your child is going to be using in the classroom taught by their classroom teacher. We are looking
at helping our children to learn and grow both academically and with their social emotional well being.

pdf
P2 Family Letter 21-22.pdf
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P2 For Families - T… posproject.org

P2 for Families is an easy and effective way for families to discuss the
importance of character strengths and positive relationships.

This school year, we ae going to continue our meeting together on Google Meet for our virtual Morning
Announcements. During our meetings, we take time to connect with students, recognize students that
are exhibiting P2 character traits by making our teachers and staff proud, share out important school
information, share information about our weekly P2 traits that teachers will be teaching in the

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/612d40ccadb05dcbf1a38728
https://posproject.org/p2-for-families/


Healthy Recipes for the Holidays....Give them a try!

Fun Brain Break-Give it a Try!

classroom. We also help lighten the mood by sharing a daily funny joke with students, share the
weather, teach a daily health tip from BHC, we celebrate birthdays for the day, say the Pledge of
Allegiance and our Oxbow Pledge as a school community. 
 
 
Everyday is a great day to be an Oxbow Owl. Remember that your teachers care about you and we
are all here to help you achieve your dreams. Have an awesome day of learning and remember
always choose to be kind. Make it a great day Owls!

Easy Stuffed Mushrooms Easy Stuffed Mush… www.eatingwell.com

Herb-Roasted Turkey Herb-Roasted Turkey www.eatingwell.com

The Best Sweet Po… www.foodnetwork.com

Mini Gingerbread House
Cookies

Mini Gingerbread … www.eatingwell.com

Creamed Spinach Casserole Creamed Spinach … www.eatingwell.com

https://www.eatingwell.com/recipe/275734/easy-stuffed-mushrooms/
https://www.eatingwell.com/recipe/249300/herb-roasted-turkey/
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchen/sweet-potato-casserole-3364945
https://www.eatingwell.com/recipe/261287/mini-gingerbread-house-cookies/
https://www.eatingwell.com/recipe/250579/creamed-spinach-casserole/


❄  Christmas Freeze Dance for Kids 🎅🏻Just Dance Christmas 🕺🏽 Dance &

Freeze | Holiday Brain Break 🎄🎁

Holiday Dance and Freeze | Holiday Brain Break for Kids | Jack Hartmann

Freeze Dance

Social Emotional/Mental Health Resources
Mental Health Resources
 
Easter Seals Telehealth Platform Services for Students and/or Families
Call: 248- 475-2150
 
Michigan Stay Well Counseling via COVID-19 Hotline
Call: 1-888-535-6136
Press “8” to talk to a Counselor. Counselors are available 24-7 Con�dential and free
 
National Disaster Distress Helpline 
Call: 1-800-985-5950 / Available 24-7



December-Parent Institute Issue

If you want help from the nearest Community Mental Health Services Program
Call: 211
 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Call: 1-800-273-8255
Text: TALK to 741741
Available 24-7

Facebook

Oxbow Elementary

Oxbow Family Connection Website
https://sites.google.com/hvs.org/oxbow-family-connection/home  

100 Oxbow Lake Road, White L… justine.greenleaf@hvs.org

248-684-8085 hvs.org/schools/elementarysc…
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