EXPECTATIONS
5TO 6 YEARS OLD

Five-year-old children have lost the top-heavy look of infancy and are usually about twice as tall as at two. They are
dependable and obedient with a certain capacity for friendship. They are at their best in small group situations where they can deal
with something they can see for themselves They are relatively independent and self-sufficient but still need to be able to count on
adults for security in the unfamiliar and unexpected.

Five to six-year-old children think in concrete terms, therefore, they need concrete experiences in the learning environment.
They have a special need to experiment and discover things that can be related to their own experiences and the world around them.
Expression through movement and music is necessary for growth. Dramatic and rhythmic activities are especially appropriate for the
5 to 6 year old.

This age child is interested in creative expression through language by the introduction of sounds, letters and words. They
enjoy learning games that give them opportunities to tell stories, read books through memory, and write language experience stories.

The self-assuredness of the 5-year-old is no longer the characteristic of the five and a half-year-old who is said to be restless.
During the period the child is in a more-or-less constant of emotional tension. Many difficulties arise out of an inability t o shift and
to modulate behavior. Teachers can help guide this behavior by planning a smooth transition them when changing from one activity

to another.



