
January 5, 2022

Dear Morris #54 School Community,

Happy New Year!

I wanted to send an update regarding the start of the second half of the school year and
everyone’s least favorite topic…Covid protocols.  While the CDC has issued new guidance
regarding isolation for positive cases, as of now, none of it applies to schools in Illinois according to
the IDPH and the Illinois State Board of Education.  I anticipate this being a hot topic throughout
the state next week.  So for now, our protocols for positive cases remain the same since the
beginning of the school year.  If we are issued additional guidance, we will apply it.

I’m asking for continued patience and support as we come back to in person learning this week.
We all know that Covid numbers are very high in Grundy County and throughout Illinois, however,
we continue to believe we can mitigate issues at school if we all work together.  I also want to
reiterate that we are committed to safely remaining in person, and continuing our activities for
students.  I can’t stress this next statement enough….if your child has symptoms DO NOT SEND
THEM TO SCHOOL!!! If someone in your home has symptoms or has Covid, follow the protocols
that have been sent by our nurses and err on the side of caution 100% of the time. The most
recent Covid 19 protocols and guidance District 54 staff members are using is included with this
letter. If you have questions, please contact our health professionals.

Our goals at District 54 is to provide the best educational environment for our students.  We
consider their emotional, physical, and academic health needs as we make all decisions, and we
feel we’re on the right track.  We will continue to monitor quarantine and Covid positivity numbers
as we navigate our current Covid environment and a normal winter that consists of many other
illnesses.  Our goal is not to return to a remote learning environment, and we want our students in
person, at school.  As long as we can continue to supervise and support our students with school
staff, we will offer in person instruction.  However, there may be instances where individual
classrooms or programs may be adjusted to ensure the safety and well-being of our students and
staff.

As we move into 2022, I am confident that we will meet the challenges that lie ahead.  I’m looking
forward to starting our second semester together, and will continue to communicate as we carefully
monitor Covid cases in our buildings.  Thanks for your grace, patience, and continued support.

Do not hesitate to reach out should you have any questions or concerns at (815)942-0056.

Dr. Shannon Dudek, Superintendent of Schools


