
Garretson High School Student Newspaper   -  Garretson, SD   -  December 21, 2021  - Volume 9, Issue 18 

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: The song 
“Jingle Bells” was originally written 
for the Thanksgiving holiday, not 
Christmas.  
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK: Cut toilet 
paper rolls lengthwise and use 
them as cuffs to prevent wrapping 
paper from unrolling. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: What do 
snowmen eat for breakfast? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF 
THE WEEK: Solve this 
rebus puzzle. 
 
Answers to joke and 
brainteaser are on 
the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday, December 21 
 - Semester Tests: Periods 3 & 8 
 - GBB @ Dell Rapids (6:00/7:30) 
Wednesday, December 22 
 - No School: Winter Break through 
January 5 
 
 

Activities During Break 
Tuesday, December 28 
 - Youth Wrestling Tourney 
 - GBB @ Tri-Valley (5:30/6:45) 
Wednesday, December 29 
 - BBB @ Hoop City Classic in the 
Sanford Pentagon v. Lennox (3:30) 
Friday, December 31 
 - BBB @ Entringer Classic in Brook-
ings v. Castlewood (12:30) 
 

Worth Mentioning 
 

COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 0 Days 
Our next break is Tomorrow, De-
cember 22, the start of Winter 
Break. We come back Wednesday, 
January 5. 

by Addi Kratochvil 
staff writer 
 
     After many 
years of waiting for 
fastpitch softball in 
South Dakota to 
become a sanc-
tioned sport there 
is light at the end 
of the tunnel. 
South Dakota is the only state in the 
country that doesn’t offer softball as 
a school sanctioned sport according 
to a report by the Mitchell Daily Re-
public. 
     On Nov 3 the SDHSAA met in 
Pierre to make fastpitch softball a 
sanctioned sport in 2022-2023. The 
discussion that continues to happen 
is if softball should be held during 
the Spring or Fall due to other 
sports’ conflicts.  
     Another hurdle that schools need 
to figure out the number of girls that 
will go out for softball. In Garretson 
this may spark a conflict due to girls 
having multiple sport options or 
even the lack of interest or nerves. A 
Fastpitch softball game has the ball 
coming at you a lot faster whether 
batting or fielding. Which may scare 
some of the girls away due to lack of 
experience and quite frankly being 
scared of the ball. 
     In a interview with the Mitchell 
Daily Republic, SDHSSA Executive 
Director Dan Swartos said “we will 
be to see if a consensus can be 
found between the Class AA schools 
about when to play the season be-

fore the Board of Direc-
tors has to make a deci-
sion.”  
     Larger AA schools 
such as Sioux Falls and 
Rapid City vote to play 

softball in the Fall so that school ball 
doesn’t conflict with club/travel soft-
ball teams also the weather is better. 
Other AA schools say they want to 
play in the spring because there is 
less competition with the other 
sports their schools offer.  
     In Mitchell the activities director 
said that they may have conflicts due 
to how many girls sports they offer 
in the fall such as volleyball, tennis, 
soccer, competitive cheer, competi-
tive dance and cross country. With 
Garretson having that same issue a 
split season has come up in discus-
sion. Traditional A and B schools do 
agree with a split season allowing 
middle school to play in the spring 
and varsity play in 
the Fall. 
     If South Dakota 
decides to go with 
the route of spring 
softball the predicted 
schedule would be 
the starting practice 
would be the third 
Monday in March 
and playing games at 
the end of March or 

the start of April, with the three-day 
state tournament in May. If we go in 
the direction of a fall season the fall 
schedule would have practice start 
in early August, with games starting 
at the end of that week and the 
state tournament at the end of Sep-
tember/start of October. 
     At this time the SDHSSA has sent 
out a survey to all schools in South 
Dakota asking who would be inter-
ested in having a softball team. The 
survey came back with 25 schools 
want to offer the sport, with 16 pre-
ferring the spring, two preferring the 
summer and seven preferring the 
fall. Another 34 schools said they 
might be interested in adding soft-
ball, with 15 saying they weren’t in-
terested. 
     Currently Garretson is veering on 
the side of not offering softball due 
to lack of interest and financial re-
strictions. 

JOKE: Snowflakes   BRAINTEASER: “Deck the Halls” 

The holiday spirit 
is present every-
where, including 
the classrooms. 
Multimedia 
decked out their 
studio in lights 
and decoration 
before heading 
into the break. 

Possible new sport coming fast 

Fastpitch softball finally being offered as 
a sanctioned sport in South Dakota 

Blue Ink 
Photo by Zachary Uhl 



Weekly Breakfast and Lunch 
Menus 
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The food to fill 
your bellies for 
the upcoming 

weeks: 
Menus subject 

to change 

BREAKFAST 
Monday, Dec 20: Waffles 
with Syrup or Cream 
Cheese Stuffed Mini Ba-
gels 
Tuesday, Dec 21: Muffin 
Top and Yogurt or Cini 
Minis or Iced Long John 
Wednesday, Dec 22: No 
School. Make yourself 
something delicious 
Thursday, Dec 23: No 
School. Make yourself 
something delicious 
Friday, Dec 24: No School. 
Make yourself something 
delicious 

LUNCH 
Monday, Dec 20: Beef 
Goulash with Garlick 
Breadstick or Pancake 
Sausage Bites 
Tuesday, Dec 21: Loaded 
Hash Browns or Popcorn 
Chicken Bites 
Wednesday, Dec 22: No 
School. Make yourself 
something delicious 
Thursday, Dec 23: No 
School. Make yourself 
something delicious 
Friday, Dec 24: No School. 
Make yourself something 
delicious 

Current 
Count 

37 

The rise and fall of the Honda ATC 
by Zach Uhl 
staff writer 
 
     Many 
winter activ-
ities include 
sledding, ice 
skating, rid-
ing a snow-
mobile or 
your favor-
ite four 
wheeler 
blasting through snow drifts, and racing across ice 
covered fields. Riders often don’t think about how 
their all terrain vehicles came to be.  
     Though snowmobiles have been around for 
more than half a century, the modern four 
wheeler has only been around since the 1980s. 
Before this, there was something called the ATC, 
All Terrain Cycle.  
     The ATC was invented by the Honda Motor 
Company in 1970 to help boost sales in the winter 
months because Honda, before then, made cars 
and motorcycles. The first ATC or three wheeler 
was called the U.S. 90 and was featured in the 
James Bond movie “Diamonds Are Forever”.  
     In 1973, Honda came out with the ATC 70 di-
rected towards kids to learn how to ride; the three 
wheeler was just a down sized U.S. 90. Later in 
1979, the motor company decided they needed an 

upgrade in horsepower and speed, so they discon-
tinued the U.S. 90 and came out with the ATC 110 
that had a larger engine and a dual speed trans-
mission. That same year Honda came out with the 
ATC 185 that had a greater top speed, and more 
horsepower than the 110. Although a larger three 
wheeler was still desired.  
     The next breed to replace the 185 was the Hon-
da 200 that came in several variations: 200E 
(electric start), 200ES (electric start, shaft drive), 
200S (sport), 200X (sport/recreation), and 200M 
(recreation). These gave Honda the edge in all ter-
rain cycle sales over Yamaha or Kawasaki.  
     The best year for the Honda three wheeler was 
1984. In this year Honda Motor Company had the 
most sales and had eight different models availa-
ble. Along with the 200 series listed above 
(excluding the 200E), Honda had the ATC 70, 110, 

125M, and the legendary 250R.  
     The Honda 250R is a two cycle rocket in its day. 
Making its debut in 1981, it was the fastest three 
wheeler available, but also responsible for the ATC 
downfall. With its great speed, going above 70 
mph, and its three wheeled design was flawed be-
cause turning at high speed caused the vehicle to 
flip.  
     This design flaw was blamed for many injuries 
and deaths regarding the Honda atc. However it 
should be noted that many of the cases involved 
children with little to no experience from riding 
them. Also, it should be taken into consideration 
that the parents never taught the child how to ride 
one safely.  
     Regardless of these events, Honda atc sales 
gradually decreased and by 1987, most sales were 
going into four wheeled models that were deemed 
“safer.” By 1988, laws were passed to put a ban on 
all sales and reselling, in dealers, for three 
wheeled all terrain cycles. However, the new re-
lease of the four wheeler never did solve the prob-
lem of people getting hurt on all terrain vehicles.  
     The Honda ATC was the first step in the off road 
and utility market. Although they were deemed 
unsafe they are still fun today, and you can pick up 
a used one for one fourth the price of a used four 
wheeler. There will always be a place in history for 
three wheelers, and how they started the ATV 
market. 

Three-Wheelers paved the way for 
other recreational vehicles 

Aside from being the forerunner on the ATV market, the first gen U.S. 90s had different colors to choose from. 
Source:“History.” ATC90, https://atc90.tripod.com/hondaatc90/id17.html.  

Snow on the tires 
by Maverick Houg 
staff writer 
 
     With today being the first official 
day of winter and winter break, we 
can finally take time off and have fun 
outside of school.  
     I think winter is the best season 
because it brings us something none 
of the other seasons bring, snow.  
     Snow is really fun to play in, as 
many of you will remember the snow 
hill being really popular in elementary 
school recess where many core mem-
ories were made. Looking back you 
will no doubt remember making tun-
nels, forts, or even slides on that 
snow hill but there is so much more 
to snow than just simple construc-
tion.  
     Snowmobiling is very popular in 
the Midwest for just being really fun 
to float on some light, fluffy snow.  
     Snowmobiles also can get up to 
some high speeds which is really fun 
for racing your friends. They are dan-
gerous for inexperienced riders but if 
you are experienced it is really fun 
hitting jumps and flying down the 
ditch.  
When riding a snowmobile, around 
here you think of riding down a ditch 
but in areas with more trees there 
are many trails leading you from 
town to town.  
     But unfortunately sometimes you 
can get stuck in some deep snow so 
some riders bring a shovel to dig 
themselves out, but there are other 
uses.  
     Shovels are also really nice to have 
when digging out a snow fort. Making 
a snow fort can seem somewhat 
childish since many of us did it in ele-
mentary but making one much bigger 

than the ones in elementary with 
your friends is more fun than you 
might think because you need to 
work together and figure out who 
does what and when you get it all 
done you can chill, pun intended.  
     Snowmobiling and making snow 
forts are really fun but you need one 
key thing, a lot of snow. But right now 
we don’t have that much so we have 
to make do with what we’ve got.  
     Four-wheeling is typically done in 
summer or spring if you like mudding 
but having a little snow on the ground 
makes riding a four wheeler practical-
ly frictionless. Having little to no fric-
tion makes drift, donuts, and fishtails 
really fun and easily. Just don’t get 
stuck because it's not as fun getting 
an ATV out as a snowmobile.  
Four-wheeling can get really cold be-
cause they aren’t really built for the 
cold and you just don’t move that 
much on them.  
     A fun way to heat up is by having a 
quick snowball fight. I know you're 
thinking, “how would that heat me 
up?”  
     Making a fort and making ammuni-
tion for a snowball gets you moving 
to get your fortifications up before 
your opponent.  
     After a snowball fight you will 
probably be thirsty or hungry. My 
family and friends always ride snow-
mobiles to bar and grills where you 
can get hot food and hot drinks, like 
hot chocolate or cider, or even pick 
up a cold pop or water. 
     There are so many things to do in 
winter that you can do in any other 
season, all you have to do is get some 
snow on the tires.  

Winter activities provide multiple opportunities for fun 

https://atc90.tripod.com/hondaatc90/id17.html

