
Making the Transition from
Toddler House to Children’s House

Dear Toddler House Parents,

We are excited for your child to be a part of the Bay Farm Montessori Children’s
House next year. Below is some information about life in Children’s House that you
may find helpful when considering re-enrollment.

Please know we are here to support you throughout the entire re-enrollment process
and are here if you have any questions.

Frequently Asked Questions:

How many children are in the Children’s House classrooms?

A Children’s House classroom typically has 17-20 children with two teachers. This can
be a big change for our toddlers who are used to smaller groups, but your child’s
teacher will be focusing on preparing your child for this transition during the second
part of this school year. Our Children’s House teachers are also skilled in helping our
young preschool students acclimate to the larger space and new expectations.



What does a typical day look like in the Children’s House?

8:30-8:45 am Arrivals

8:30 - 11:30 am Work cycle and lesson time. Children move throughout the
classroom choosing materials and receiving one-on-one or group
lessons from the lead teacher. Specialists are integrated into the
Children’s House work cycle and will be giving specialized
instruction once per week in each CH class. Each classroom
participates in a large group time (circle time) every morning.
Individual teachers decide on the time.

11:25 - 11:55 pm Recess

12:00 pm Dismissals for half-day students

12:00 - 12:30 pm Lunch for full-day students

12:30 - 1:00 pm Clean Up - Self and environment

1:00 - 2:45 pm Nap for those who nap

1:00 - 2:55 pm Additional work cycle for our non-nappers/ outdoor time

2:55 - 3:10 pm Dismissals

Specialists:
One amazing feature of the Children’s House program is the integration of our
specialist programs. Each Children’s House classroom receives Agriculture, Music,
Art, Reading Round-Up, and World Language lessons. Our specialist teachers rotate
through each classroom and spend the morning giving small group and individual
lessons.

What are some of the things my child will be learning in the Children’s House?
Our PS students spend the majority of their first weeks exploring a more advanced
Practical Life and Sensorial area in the classroom. These materials help our youngest
students with concentration, coordination, and independence and promote a sense
of order for them. This translates to a comfort level in the larger space. There is a
large focus on language development as age 3 is a sensitive period for acquiring
language skills. They will participate in large group, small group, and individual
language lessons, where they will be introduced to letter symbols and sound
recognition. They will spend a great deal of time being exposed to nomenclature,
which is identifying the proper names for objects, such as shapes or materials, as well
as the intricate parts of plants and animals. In math, we solidify the understanding of
numbers 1-10 and 1:1 correspondence. Possibly most evident is the consistent practice



of social skills, conflict resolution and confidence in a group. This is just the
beginning!

How does the Children’s House handle children who are not toilet trained yet?
It is common for some of our incoming preschoolers to not yet be toilet trained. If
this is the case, we ask that you please bring in a supply of labeled diapers and wipes.
Every child is different in their readiness for potty training. All of our Children’s House
teachers are equipped to help facilitate the toilet training process.

How does snack and lunch work in the Children’s House classrooms?
In Children’s House, we have independent snack. The children are welcome to eat
the specified snack offering anytime during the morning. They learn to serve
themselves, wait their turn, and practice social skills with their peers. Much like
Toddler House, each Children’s House family is asked to provide a healthy snack for
the whole class twice a year. All full-day children remaining past 12:00 pm bring in a
healthy lunch to eat with the group. Lunchtime is a fun, social, learning experience
similar to that in Toddler House. We work on proper eating habits and grace and
courtesy during meal times.

How much time will my child spend outside in the Children's House?
All Children’s House students have designated outdoor time from 11:25-11:55, weather
permitting. Students that do not nap will have another opportunity to get outside
from 2:30-2:55. The children will also get outside during their Agriculture special each
week.

What if my child begins the year napping but outgrows it mid-year?
If a child stops sleeping during the designated nap time we will implement our nap
trial period. If a child does not sleep for 5 consecutive days, we notify the parents so
that we can work together to do what is best for the child. Sometimes this can take
time but we will observe if the child is ready to join the afternoon classroom or if
more time is needed to encourage sleep. If a child is disruptive in the nap space, we
will suggest they move to the active classroom.

Is my baby really ready for this big jump to the Children’s House?
The answer is YES! The Toddler House experience is designed to prepare your Toddler
for this next phase of development. If there are any concerns about your child's
success in a larger environment, we will clearly communicate with you through the
re-enrollment process. We always follow the child and share your concern for their
well-being and success. Our Toddler House students acclimate seamlessly to the
Children’s House classrooms because they have been purposefully introduced to
many of the materials and expectations in a small, safe environment. They are ready,
and we are so excited for them!


