
January 4, 2022

Dear HESD Community,

As we shared in our last update, HESD will be receiving at-home COVID test kits from the State
for all students.  We received word today that the kits are due to arrive at the Ventura County
Office of Education on Thursday, January 6th and hopefully ready for school districts to pick up
on Friday, January 7th.  Once the kits have arrived in the district, specific distribution information
will be shared with all families.  Right now we are being told that HESD will receive one kit for
every student.  We do not yet know if we will receive at home test kits for staff.

The HESD COVID test site (available only for students and staff) reopened on January 3rd.  The
test site is at Blackstock JHS on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and at Haycox School on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The hours are 12:00 - 4:00.  There is also a state mobile test site at
Blackstock on Saturdays and Sundays, from 9 - 5.  The state mobile site is open to the public
and requires pre-registration.

In the last two days we have received some questions about distance learning options.  Unlike
in 2020-21, current legislation does not allow districts the flexibility to switch between in-person
learning and distance learning.  Every positive case is reported to Ventura County Public Health
(VCPH).  Any class (or potential school) closure must be done in collaboration with VCPH.

Like many other industries, we are facing a staff shortage.  Despite having one of the highest
substitute teacher pay rates and incentives in the county, we have had multiple unfilled positions
(both certificated and classified positions) in the last two days.  Please be patient as we work
through this challenging situation.

We continue to focus on the health and safety of our students and staff and make adjustments
as needed.

1. Site leaders are being asked to hold meetings over zoom whenever possible.
2. Schools will continue to minimize indoor dining and maximize outdoor dining.
3. Classroom doors and windows should be kept open to maximize ventilation. Students

should wear layers and dress warm during the cold weather.



4. On campus visitors are limited to those with essential business.
5. Students should be reminded of regular hand washing and sanitizing routines.
6. N95 masks are available to all staff working with students or the public.  (Staff should

check with their supervisor if they need an N95 mask.
7. The issue over changes to the required length of isolation for COVID-19 positive

individuals is quickly evolving. Last Thursday, the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) updated its guidance (which you can see here) to be more in line with the CDC’s
recommendation of a 5 day isolation period for those who are asymptomatic or have only
mild symptoms. However, it is not yet clear how this applies to school employees and
students. Until there is further guidance specifically related to schools, COVID positive
individuals must quarantine for 10 days.

Thank you for your continued partnership as we navigate through these next few weeks.

Sincerely,

Dr. Christine Walker, Superintendent

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx

