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January 3, 2022 
 
Dear Windham Public Schools Community, 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you have been able to able to enjoy some time with those you love.  
 
I am writing to provide some updates that have occurred over our winter break in hopes of making our 
return to in-person learning tomorrow, Tuesday, January 4th as safe as possible for our students and staff.  
On Friday, December 31st, the Connecticut State Department of Public Health issued the following 
memo in order to align its practices to those recently recommended by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). CT DPH MEMO. This communication will summarize the information in this 
memo while providing important reminders.   
 
Mitigation Strategies: 
All district schools and offices will continue to mandate: 

 the use of masks, 
 social distancing to the greatest extent possible with full capacity in our schools, 
 handwashing protocols, 
 general cleaning and disinfecting, and 
 sending home symptomatic staff and students  

 
Quarantine, Isolation and Return: 

 Individuals (students and staff) with COVID symptoms should isolate at home, test for the virus 
with a PCR, antigen or home test and remain away from activities until they are fever-free for 24 
hours and other symptoms have improved. 

 Individuals who test positive should isolate for 5 days, or longer if symptoms persist 
 Unvaccinated, or partially vaccinated, individuals who have been named as a close contact 

should quarantine at home and test for the virus 5 days after their last exposure to a positive 
COVID case.  

 
Contact Tracing:  
The Department of Public Health believes our school nurses should shift away from contact tracing and 
toward early intervention strategies for students and staff who are symptomatic. Starting January 4 th, 
routine contact tracing of in-school exposures will be discontinued. This decision should positively 
impact the high number of students placed in quarantine who do not end up testing positive for COVID.  
 
Staffing Constraints: 
With the state’s increased positivity rate and the Omicron variant being highly contagious, it is likely 
that our schools will struggle with staffing at some point during this surge. In the event a school must be 
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closed due to staffing constraints, the call will be made as early in the morning as possible and will be 
treated like a “snow day”, meaning it will need to be made up at the end of the school year.  
 
In Person Learning and Not Remote: 
While we sent home Chromebooks and laptops with many of our students before the winter break 
started, we will not be utilizing remote learning as a district option in 2022. With a few exceptions 
designed to support our neediest students, the decision to use remote learning instead of in-person 
learning can only be made by the Governor or State Legislature. This means we need students to be 
physically in school in 2022 when they are healthy enough to be there.  
 
Home Test Kits & Masks: 
The school district is still waiting on its allocation of home test kits and masks as mentioned by 
Governor Lamont. We are working with the Town’s Emergency Operations Team to ensure access to 
these valuable resources. Any resources that become available to our students/families will be advertised 
through our communication platform. 
 
Students Home for Extended Periods of Time:  
By the end of this week, the district will share an updated plan for make-up work for those students who 
miss school for an extended period of time due to illness.  
 
I would like all WPS Community members to understand that this situation remains fluid, and changes, 
or adjustments, to the current protocols are anticipated. If we work together, I am certain we will get 
through this phase of the pandemic in the Wellness Zone.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tracy A. Youngberg 
 

 


