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 January 2, 2022 
 

Dear Shamong School District Families, 

 

I hope this message finds you and your family doing well and enjoying the break.  I am writing to our community 

today in light of the latest COVID-related news spreading across the nation, state and region. 

 

The CDC recently came out with new guidance concerning quarantining and isolation.  However, school districts 

have been advised by the NJ Department of Health, and the NJ Department of Education, that the CDC has not 

yet applied the recently revised isolation and quarantine timeframes to K-12 schools.  Therefore, until CDC 

updates school specific guidance, K-12 schools should continue to follow conventional isolation and quarantine 

timeframes.  We have been advised to watch for future updates for additional guidance.   

 

As a result, Shamong School District plans to still return to school on Monday, January 3, 2022, for a full day of 

in-person instruction (with the exception of Preschool students, who will return to school on Thursday, January 

6th), but please note the following: 

 

• With the rise in positive cases, we anticipate challenges to staffing the buildings safely.  This is not just 

about having enough teachers and paraprofessionals available for appropriate supervision, but also having 

enough nurses, custodial staff, secretarial staff, food service staff, and bus drivers, to provide the 

necessary support services.  We will need everyone’s cooperation and understanding as we navigate the 

next few weeks. 

• You may be hearing about some schools in our area going fully remote to start the New Year.  These 

decisions are being made because of serious staffing issues, not necessarily school transmission cases.  

Knowing the extreme challenges this creates for the community, we will be doing all we can to keep in-

person learning going. 

• It is incredibly important to minimize the number of unvaccinated students we need to quarantine due to 

being a close contact of a positive case.  The advantage we currently have is that no students have been in 

contact with one another in school for ten (10) days.  This advantage goes away on Monday, January 3rd.  

If your child is not feeling well, or if your child has recently been in contact with someone who has 

tested positive, or if you are waiting on a test result for your child, PLEASE keep them home!   

 

As we get more information from the NJDOH and the BCHD, I will keep you informed.  As we have done 

throughout this pandemic, we continue to count on your support, understanding, and efforts, as we try to keep 

everyone safe and provide the best educational experiences for our children. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 Sincerely, 

  
 Dr. Christine Vespe  

 Superintendent  

http://www.shamongschools.org/

