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Front Row (l-r): Kyler Gortsema, Carly Lemmon, Kylah Vogel, Kamden Victory,        

Kiera Brennan, and Tianna Clark 

Back Row (l-r): Skylar Summers, Jasmine Dyer, Natalie Barry, and Paityn Homan         

Not Pictured: Coaches—Rick Barry, Madison Hinshaw, and John Lemmon 

The Crawford Lady Rams ended the first semester with an 8-2 Record and were 

Champions of both the Sioux County and Cambridge Holiday Tournaments! 

 

Trent Grizzle 

 
K-12 PE/Health Student Teacher for 2nd Semester 

     Mr. Trent Grizzle, a native of Fairbury, Nebraska and current student at 

Chadron State College, will be student teaching under the supervision of Mr. 

Rick Barry during the second semester. 

     In high school, Mr. Grizzle was an all-state football player, state wrestling 

qualifier, and medalist in the shot put at the state track meet. He currently plays 

football for the CSC Eagles as an offensive lineman. 

     Mr. Grizzle is a Physical Education major who will graduate from CSC this 

spring. He is excited to student teach in Crawford and looking forward to     

becoming a Ram. He will still have two years of football eligibility and will have 

the option to either work on a Master’s Degree, or find a job as a teacher.  
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The first semester of the 2021-2022 school year is in the books 

for Crawford Junior High and High School. I am very pleased with how 

the students performed academically this semester. This is due to their   

participation and taking ownership of their education. The staff has 

worked extremely hard to engage all students in the lessons and provide 

a top notch educational experience for every student who comes 

through our doors. The K - 12 Music department entertained us all with 

the    Christmas Concert on November 22. It’s great to see the stu-

dents   singing and playing instruments. The junior high girls basketball 

and boys wrestling teams competed in several contests during the 2nd 

quarter and represented our school well. The junior high boys basket-

ball team is  getting ready to hit the hardwood and demonstrate their skills and teamwork. The high 

school wrestlers and boys and girls basketball teams have started playing and competing and I look 

forward to great things coming from all of these committed athletes. We had almost half of our  

students qualify for the PBIS Super Pass and they enjoyed a break from classes to watch a movie, 

play video games, and just hang out with each other. 

On December 17, we had a fun-filled day to wrap up 1st semester. The students watched a 

movie, completed a scavenger hunt with their K-12 Herd groups, and enjoyed a family style dinner. 

We invited Teammates mentors, substitute teachers, school board members, and others to join the 

students and staff for the lunch. I even saw Santa Claus in the elementary school talking to students 

about what they wanted for Christmas. It was an exceptional time had by all. 

After the break for Christmas and New Years, we will all gear up for a tremendous 2nd      

semester. In March, Ms. Nelson is going to take students to a scholastic competition at Chadron 

State College. This will give our students the opportunity to show what they know in a friendly 

competition with students from other area schools. We have many activities here at school in the 

next few months that are open to the public and we would love to see you support our students. If 

you can’t attend in person, we will live stream the events for you to enjoy from the comfort of your 

house. Please log onto our website, cpsrams.org, for event dates and more information. 

I’m pleased with how 1st semester went and look forward to an exciting and even better 2nd        

semester. My door is always open and I would love to visit with anyone regarding our fabulous stu-

dents, staff, and school.  

As always, IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A RAM!!! 

Darin J. Lovercheck 

Secondary Principal 

Crawford Public Schools  

Mr. Darin Lovercheck 

7-12 Principal 



 

Page 3 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! We’re concluding the exciting 

year of 2021 and welcoming a new year. What better way to end the 

year than with our K-12 Herds and a feast!  Thank you to all the families 

who brought salads, desserts, drinks, and side items for our Holiday 

Meal.  It was delicious and we enjoyed it with our Herd groups, making 

it even more memorable.  The groups also participated in a scavenger 

hunt.  We will be sharing photos of this fun activity soon. 

Students and staff at Crawford Elementary School have been busy dur-

ing the second quarter.  Our Student Leadership Team made and sold 

cookies to the student body.  They had no idea how popular this fund-

raiser would be.  Next time they will be sure to have an increased sup-

ply of cookies for our hungry RAMS!  The money that they earned from 

the cookie sales went to purchase gifts for children in the community. 

Academics is important to the RAMS.  In order to know how our students are performing, we do 

benchmark assessments.  Students in Kindergarten through 6th grade took MAPs assessments dur-

ing the month of December.  After the break, teachers will be looking at the data and using that 

information to guide instruction.  We are proud of our students for putting their best effort into 

these tests. 

Crawford Elementary School held its annual Title I Literacy Night on December 16, 2021.  This 

was an opportunity for families to hear from Mrs. Underwood and Mrs. Homan about the Title I 

Program, Curriculum, and Assessments that are used in our district.  After the annual meeting, 

families were able to travel the world, learning about holidays in various countries around the 

globe. 

Teachers will finalize report cards the first week of January.  We will send a message on Remind 

when they are sent home.  Honor Roll, Perfect Attendance, and Rams of the Quarter will also be 

announced in January. 

We hope all of our families enjoy the winter break.  We are looking forward to 2022 and all the 

amazing learning and fun it will bring our students.  Enjoy your time with family and stay healthy 

and safe during the holidays!  

 

Mrs. Homan, Elementary Principal 

 

Remember:  

Always be yourself. Unless you can be a RAM. Then, ALWAYS BE A RAM!  

Mrs. Keri Homan, PK-6 Principal 



 

Page 4 

 

 

Information from the Counselor 

     The year is flying by and I hope everyone had 

a great break! I am so thankful for the great   

support of both the staff and community here in 

Crawford.  Students in elementary school have 

been learning about taking others’ perspectives 

and trying to have empathy for others. I would 

encourage everyone to help students really learn 

how to pick out different emotions and how to 

handle those emotions when they come up! For 

our Circle of Friends lunch groups, we are going 

to really start diving into how to be a good friend 

and start implementing some social skill building.  

     In the JH/HS, we have been talking about 

what students’ plans are after high school. How 

are they going to pay for what they want to do? 

Are there more community service projects they 

could be doing? How can they start gaining work 

experience? Speaking of different work           

experiences, we are hoping to implement    

something a little new for the 2023 senior class 

next year. If anyone is interested in having      

students do an internship (paid or unpaid) with 

them, please reach out to me:  

mariah.nelson@cpsrams.org .  

     We do not have everything in place yet, but I 

am very interested in seeing which people/

businesses are willing to have students start   

gaining work experiences for a few hours a day/

week. Thank you! Seniors have been really      

focused on applying to college and now applying 

to a lot of different scholarships. I was also able 

to take some upperclassmen to two different 

leadership training sessions. I know I got a lot out 

of them, so I hope they did too! 

     Just a heads up, a lot of times in the winter 

months we do see an increase in seasonal            

depression. Check in with each other and with  

yourself. If there is anything I can do or services I 

can help you find, please let me know and I will 

do my best to help out. Hopefully, I will be able 

to have my counselor site up and running, on my 

staff profile, on the school’s website. There I will 

have a place to post pictures of events, list     

multiple resources, and have more information 

for you all. Here’s to a great rest of the year!  
  

     Ms. Nelson, K-12 Counselor 

Ms. Mariah Nelson 

K-12 Counselor 

mailto:mariah.nelson@cpsrams.org
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Digital Citizenship Presentations 
    On December 16th, Karen Haase, 

a school attorney with the KSB 

School Law Firm spoke to students 

in grades 5-8 and students in grades 

9-12 about Digital Citizenship. 

   The presentations were custom-

ized for each grade level and Ms. 

Haase presented to adults the night 

before in the auditorium at     

Chadron High School. 

   In simple terms, digital citizenship, 

is the responsible use of technology 

and social media when interacting 

with other individuals. Studies have 

shown that technology and social 
media can have a direct impact 

(both good and bad) on a person’s 

mental health.  
Karen Haase from the KSB Law Firm is shown above speaking to 

Crawford high school students about Digital Citizenship. 

 

Crawford Wrestlers are Small in Numbers but Big in Heart 

The Rams have four wrestlers this year, but one is recovering from a football injury and another has been 

unable to wrestle due to COVID protocols. Our other two wrestlers have represented the school well in 

matches before the holiday break. Freshman, Paden Morava, has a 4-8 record and Senior, Kolby Welling 

has an impressive 10-3 record. The wrestlers will be back in action at the Garden County Invite in      

Oshkosh on Saturday, January 8th. Good luck to all our wrestlers with the rest of the season. 

Left: Top picture shows 

senior Kolby Welling    

controlling his opponent 

during a match in Hot 

Springs. 

Bottom picture shows  

Kolby pinning an opponent 

during a match in Hot 

Springs 

Right: Top picture shows 

freshman Paden Morava in 

a match at Gordon. 

Bottom picture shows 

Paden pinning an opponent 

in a match at Hot Springs. 
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 End of the First Semester Celebration! 
 

Above: In the morning, members of NHS and 

Student Council set up tables with place     

settings for each Herd Group. Above picture is 

the Table for the Red Lobsters/Huskers Group 

Above: After watching a holiday movie, the students meet in the gym to receive    

instructions on a scavenger hunt. This contest determined the order that groups could 

go through the lunch line for the holiday meal 

Above Left: Diane and Fayda     

prepared the main meal. 

 

Above Right:  Herd groups in the 

multi-purpose room for holiday meal. 

 

Far Right: Herd groups participating 

in the scavenger hunt. 

 

Immediate Right: Mr. Barry helps 

serve the main meal 
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 More Holiday Meal Pictures! 
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TeamMates Trip to CSC for Football Game 
 

On Saturday, October 23rd, the Crawford TeamMates program attended the Chadron State Football 

game in Chadron and watched the Eagles defeat the Fort Lewis by a score of 60-7. After the game, the 

CSC football players signed autographs for students. It was a chilly day, but a rewarding experience for 

everyone who participated in the event. TeamMates will plan on another fun activity or trip during the 

second semester.  

     TeamMates is a school-based mentoring    

program that was started by former Nebraska 

Head Football Coach, Tom Osborne, and his wife 

Nancy in 1991.  

     Mentors come to school and meet with their 

mentee either at lunch time or when it is       

convenient for the mentor. Students in grades 3-

12 are eligible for the program and it would be 

great to have a mentor for all students. However, 

the greatest obstacle is getting enough adults to 

serve as mentors. If you are interested in becom-

ing a  mentor and/or would like more infor-

mation, you can go to the website or contact a 

board member. 

     The mission of TeamMates is to         

positively impact the world by inspiring 

youth to reach their full potential through 

mentoring.  

     Mentoring in the TeamMates Program is a 

very rewarding experience for both the Mentor 

and Mentee. Building positive relationships is not 

only healthy for everyone involved, but it helps 

the  students involved to reach their full potential. 

All it takes is a commitment to meet for 30 to 60 

minutes a week during the school year. 

 

Website:  teammates.org 
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If needed, you can sign up for additional coverage             

during the Winter or Spring Sports Seasons 
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