
Dec. 30, 2021

Dear Hueneme ESD Staff,

We hope you have been enjoying a wonderful winter break! As the end of winter break
approaches, coupled with the recent rise in COVID cases and the Omicron variant, we have
received some questions and concerns regarding returning to school.

Earlier this week, Dr. Cesar Morales, Ventura County Superintendent of Schools, sent all district
superintendents the following message:

The expectation for public schools in California has not changed amidst this
latest surge. The Governor and State officials expect the PK-12 school system to
keep its doors open safely --- despite the higher education system planning to
make some shifts to distant learning. This flexibility is not an option for PK-12
(per AB 130).

We are asking school staff to remain extra vigilant in following all safety protocols - face
coverings, hand sanitizing routines, screening for symptoms, staying home if you aren't
feeling well, etc.

We remain in frequent contact with VCPH and the Ventura County Office of Education (VCOE)
regarding new and updated information as it relates to the health and safety of our school
campuses.

The following information will be shared with families:

Increased Access to At-Home COVID-19 Tests for Students

● On Wednesday, December 22nd, Governor Newsom announced new actions to
protect Californians from COVID-19, including increasing access to at-home
COVID-19 tests for public school students. (Complete announcement from the
Governor, available here)

● We are currently working in partnership with VCOE regarding a timeline for when our
District will receive the test kits for TK-8 students, but we know it will be sometime
after January 3rd.

● This is a voluntary program with the test kits anticipated to have an expiration date of
at least May 2022 or later.

● More information regarding the distribution of these tests will be shared with families
as details are finalized.

HESD COVID Test site will reopen on January 3rd.

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/12/22/governor-newsom-announces-new-actions-to-protect-californians-from-covid-19/


● The test site will be open Monday - Friday from 12:00 - 4:00, starting January 3rd.
● No appointments necessary.
● Click HERE for more information.

State Mobile COVID Test Site

● A State mobile test site is available at Blackstock Junior High on Saturdays and Sundays
from 9am - 5pm.

● The site will be closed on January 1.
● Register by calling 888-634-1123 or by visiting www.lhi.care/covidtesting.

Student Wellness

● Please screen your student for any COVID symptoms before sending them back to
school.

● If your student does not feel well, keep them home.
● If your student has any COVID-like symptoms, keep them home.
● If your student is unvaccinated and was a close contact to someone who was COVID

positive, they must quarantine at home even if they are not having any symptoms.
Students must quarantine for 10 days from the date of exposure, or 7 days if they have a
negative PCR test that was collected on day 5 after exposure.

We appreciate your partnership and understanding as we plan for a safe start to 2022. Thank
you for your commitment to keeping our school community healthy as we continue to navigate
this pandemic and the many challenges it poses for all of us. We wish you a safe and happy
New Year.

Sincerely,

Hueneme Elementary School District

https://www.hueneme.org/page/covid-19-testing
http://www.lhi.care/covidtesting

