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December 30, 2021 
 
START OF 2022 LETTER 
 
Dear #158Strong Community, 
 
As we prepare to conclude 2021, District 158 would like to express our sincerest gratitude to all of the 
stakeholders who have helped support Lansing’s children during this challenging, historic, and 
unprecedented year.  Together, we returned students to in-person learning at all five of our schools; kept 
them open these past five months; continued to run academic interventions, athletics, and extracurricular 
activities; and administered over 500 COVID-19 vaccines through six clinics at Coolidge Elementary School.  
District 158 has also made substantial progress with the construction at Lester Crawl Primary Center. 
 
All students will return to in-person learning on Tuesday, January 4 and I would like to remind our public 
that District 158 remains in full compliance with COVID-19 mitigations required by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH).  Health and safety measures at all of our schools include, but are not limited to: 
contact tracing; deep cleaning, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer, health screenings, and – if 
necessary – exclusion of close contacts and positive cases.  We have also hosted several regional 
distributions of personal protective equipment with the South Cook Intermediate Service Center and are 
planning another one for early 2022.  Research, both locally and nationwide, continues to demonstrate that 
in-person schooling is not a primary source of COVID-19 exposure for students or adults.  Feel free to visit 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website (www.cdc.org) to learn more about this. 
 
To date, District 158 has transitioned 11 classrooms at four of our schools to e-Learning due to COVID-19 
outbreaks.  This is a necessary measure that prevents having to close an entire school building.  As a 
reminder, an outbreak is when 10% or more of students in a single classroom are diagnosed with COVID-
19 due to a common cause.  If needed, the District is prepared to implement e-Learning for classrooms, 
grade levels, and entire schools if additional outbreaks occur.  As the Omicron variant of COVID-19 spreads, 
please continue to implement health practices such as frequent handwashing and monitor for symptoms 
like fever, cough, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, and congestion.  Many symptoms of Omicron 
resemble the common cold so remember to communicate any illness to the office of your child’s school. 
 
The CDC has released new quarantine guidelines for COVID-19 transmission.  For positive cases, regardless 
of vaccination status, the isolation period is (1) five days if asymptomatic or until you no longer have 
symptoms followed by (2) five days of wearing a face mask at all times, including at home when around 
others.  Close contacts who have received a COVID-19 vaccine booster or recently received their primary 
vaccine doses no longer need to quarantine if they wear a mask in all settings for at least 10 days.  All other 
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close contacts must isolate in the same manner as asymptomatic positive cases.  Symptoms, in all 
situations, should still be reported to the school.  District 158 will be working with the IDPH to ensure that 
these new guidelines, and any others, are implemented to ensure the continuity of in-person learning. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of our stakeholders for the successful implementation of an Emergency E-
Learning Day on Friday, December 17 due to nationwide threats of gun violence.  All of our students, staff, 
and families did an excellent job transitioning to a virtual learning environment to conclude Quarter 2.  If 
necessary, District 158 is able to call additional days like this in the future for serious threats, hazards, and 
emergencies beyond our control that pose an immediate risk to the health and safety of students.  Please 
keep in mind, however, that the State of Illinois is not currently allowing district-wide e-Learning due to 
the pandemic unless an outbreak occurs.  We will continue to closely monitor this in the new year and 
implement the exclusion procedures above if needed.  Many well wishes as we begin 2022.  Despite the 
ongoing challenges of these times, we have accomplished a great deal and have much to be thankful for. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Nathan S. Schilling, CSBO 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lansing School District 158 


