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Dear Fellow Comets,

Happy Holidays!  As the snow begins to fly, I encourage you to double check and verify that your information is
correct in your Infinite Campus Parent Portal allowing you to receive a call if/when school will be closed or
delayed.  There may also be times when a delay of school is called or an early release.  For example, if we
delay school by 2 hours, then buses would pick up your child precisely 2 hours after their normal pick-up time.
Furthermore, school closings or delays will be posted on our school website and on our Facebook page.

This year, we participated in the Southern Lakes Anthology contest.  Our goal is for each year to participate in
an opportunity for students to become published authors and artists! The Southern Lakes Advanced Learners
Network provides an opportunity for students to submit original pieces for possible inclusion in a regional
anthology of original student work. The purpose of this project is to provide an opportunity for talented writers,
artists, and cartoonists in grades 3-8 to publish their work based on a yearly common theme.  This year the
theme was Unstoppable.

Students could choose from six different categories: prose, poetry, art, cartoon, expository writing and
illustrated writing. Prose pieces and poetry were evaluated on clarity of ideas, organization, sentence fluency,
word choice, and voice.  Art, illustrations, and cartoons were evaluated on neatness, composition, and space.
We had 77 students submit their work. Please join us in congratulating the finalists! Their submissions will be
taken to the regional judging, which will take place on January 25, 2022. Wish them good luck and stay tuned!

Here is the list of students:

3rd: Kinsleigh Hooverson
5th: Charlotte Adams, Anika Lueloff, Adison Valadez, Jerzi DeWitt
6th: Trenton Brandner, Lilibeth Gomez, Alyssa Guzman, Emma Meinen, Nalaya Simon, Jeremy Johnson,
Giselle Reyes Sanchez, Chloe Faith Melito, Bella Dunlap, Erik Deibert
7th: Dalia Esquivel, Katelyn Stearns, Mariana Garcia Garcia, Daisy Rodriguez
8th: Cordelia Tanner Wagner, Alison Archila Guerrero, Lacey Lococo, Laura Williams

Congratulations to these students and thank you to Irina Ertl, our new Gifted and Talented Coordinator for
making this happen.

As always, please let me know if you have any questions.

Comet Proud,

District Calendar Events:
Jill Sorbie, EdD Jan. 3rd - school resumes
District Administrator / Director of Instruction Jan. 21st - end of semester at HS

Jan. 24th & 31st - No School



Delavan-Darien High School
While December may have been a short month, a significant amount of learning and
growth was developed in our 9-12 students. Our English 9 students in Mrs. Dennis’

classroom have been reading “A Doll’s House” and
delving deeper into character development and
improving student reading skills. Students in Mrs.
Radloff’s Health course are documenting and
researching the foods they consume to determine if
they fit the healthy lifestyle the student wants to
lead. Mr. Cervantes’ Algebra IA students are
defining negative reciprocals and graphing linear
equations. All students across our Advisory
periods are decorating their doors to collaborate
and build relationships with others in their
Advisory. Our AP Art students are drawing and
creating 2-dimensional art pieces. Students in
the Natural Resources class are collaborating to
prepare for their upcoming course assessments
and to earn credit for their courses. Students in
our Woods courses are assembling and putting
finishing touches on their wood crates. Our PE
courses are engaging students in physical

activity. Our musicians are busily preparing for their upcoming holiday and winter concerts.Our students, staff,
and even peer mentors have supported the Academic Center to support

our students in attaining credit. These are only
some of the myriad of things that have been
occurring in December at DDHS.

Speaking of credit, it would be appropriate for all
high school parents/guardians to spend some
time over the holiday break to address their
child’s academic progress.  The end of the high school semester is Friday, January 21,
2022.  Exams will occur on Wednesday and
Thursday, January 19 & 20, while pre-scheduled
make-up exams will be offered on Friday, January

21.  Make-up exams are for students who have three or more exams on
either Wednesday or Thursday, prefer to push one or two back, and

pre-schedule it with that
particular teacher no later than
Monday, January 17, 2022.  If
your child has no make-up
exams scheduled, they may
have that day off of school
without need for a parent to
call them in.



Course registration for the 2022-23
academic year will occur February 1
through February 11, 2022.  Please
make sure students read our course
guide and work with you, as their
parent/guardian, to pick their courses
for next year.  Once students select
their courses, the master schedule will
be built around those selections.
Oftentimes, students come back to

school the following year, and wish to change their schedule at
that point.  Very few schedule
changes are permitted at
that time as the master
schedule is set.  Please
advise your student to take
course registration
seriously and truly put forth
the effort into their
schedule that will lead
them to their academic
goals upon graduating from
DDHS.

Furthermore, please be advised that our second semester begins on Tuesday,
January 25, 2022.  Monday, January 24, students have no school due to Teacher InService.  We will be hosting
Winter Week from January 25-29, culminating with the Sadie Hawkins Dance on Saturday, January 29, for all
students to attend.  Tickets will be on sale that week in the Athletics & Activities Office.  To attend students will
need to be up-to-date on their school fees & fines.

Finally, to our incoming Class of
2026, please take notice that we will be hosting our Incoming Freshmen Student & Parent Orientation Night on
Wednesday, January 26, 2022, beginning promptly at 6 PM in the Delavan-Darien High School Auditorium.
We plan to make several changes to this event to make it more individualized for students and families.  More
information will be coming home with our current 8th graders at Phoenix Middle School and each of the
parochial schools in the Delavan-Darien community.  We encourage families to reach out to Mr. Karedes,
Principal at Delavan-Darien High School, with any questions or to schedule a visitation or tour of
Delavan-Darien High School to support your individual students academic, social, and athletic goals.



Phoenix & Delavan-Darien High School - Clubs & Activities

Senior wrestler Cole Hanson notched his 100 career win
December 16th at Wilmot High School.  Cole is currently ranked
as the #3 wrestling in Division 2 in the 182 pound weight class.
Other Comet wrestlers ranked in Division 2:  Owen Chelminak #6
at 170; Chris Karbash #10 at 126; Nathan Huff #11 at 160 and
Logan Herman - Honorable Mention at 285.  As a team, the
Comets are 3-0 in the Southern Lakes Conference and ranked
#12 in Division 2 in the state as they approach the Holiday break.

Middle School 7th and 8th Grade Volleyball will compete in
matches throughout January.  Middle School Boys Basketball (7th

& 8th Grade) will officially start practice on February 7th and continue up until Spring Break.  Parents are
reminded that all athletes need to have a physical on file in the Athletic Office prior to any participation.

Did you know Delavan-Darien High School has an Anime Club, which meets on Friday afternoons after
school for the fun and enjoyment of multicultural awareness and the aesthetic of something a little different.
Students vote on what show they would like to watch.  After selecting the show, students and the advisor watch
as many episodes as time allows.  The Advisor then leads a discussion on related topics that may highlight
cultural differences, diversity of characters, key roles and plot expectations, and/ or otherwise related materials.

Phoenix Middle School

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) releases a school
report card each year to every school in the state of Wisconsin.
Phoenix Middle School is proud to share that we received an
overall score of 74.8, which puts us in the “Exceeds
Expectations” category.  The school report card assesses
different priority areas such as;
Achievement, Growth, Target Group
Outcomes, and On-Track to
Graduation.  This month we would
like to highlight our growth as
recognized on our school report card
in the area of math.  Phoenix Middle
School scored the same or higher
than 79.4% of other middle schools
in the state of Wisconsin in the area
of growth.  When specifically looking
at the area of math every single
group of students made above
average growth in the area of math.
This is a huge accomplishment and we are incredibly proud of
the hard work of our students and our staff.



Phoenix Middle School implements the following curriculum for math; Math Expression is used in grades 5-6.
Go Math is used in grades 7-8.  Here are pictures of the amazing things that are taking place on a daily basis
in our math classes!

Attention to our current 8th grade students
and their parents/guardians:
Delavan-Darien High School is hosting a
“Freshmen Orientation Night” for the class
of 2026.  This special event will take place
on Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 6:00
PM in the DDHS auditorium.  It is
important for all students and families to
attend this event to learn about what
courses are offered and more about
everyday life in high school.

Darien Elementary

Congratulations to all students who participated in the
performances of “How the Penguins Saved Christmas”!
The students sang confidently and moved with
excitement. Speakers were in character and the
audience members’ smiles and wonderful feedback was
great to hear! Thank you families for your support at
home with preparing and supporting your child at the
concert as well.

Third graders have been practicing reading fluency in a variety of ways. One
fun way to improve our fluency is to perform a reader's theater! This is
essentially the reading of lines to a play without the actions and props. Our
voices tell the story! We had lots of fun telling the story of The Shoemaker and
the Elves!

Fourth graders have been learning about the Northeast region in Social Studies.
They have learned about the geography of the Northeast, the arrival of the
colonists, discussed the causes of the Revolutionary War, and will be learning



about the Industrial Revolution.  In science, students are learning all about waves and information transfer.
Here they are shown using the digital tools of the curriculum to find evidence in a text.  The students are
beginning to understand how light behaves and how we see the colors we see.
Students are also learning about how information has been transferred historically,
and how technology evolves.

Dual language students are enjoying working on foundational skills, spelling, and
vocabulary for Spanish Language Arts.  Dreambox and multiplication and division
continue to be a focus for our students in mathematics.  Kids have enjoyed some
winter math games as well!

Third grade has been participating in some Christmas dress-up days. One of our days was Candy Cane day.
We connected our dress-up day to our science learning. We predicted and observed the effects of dissolving
candy canes in various liquids to see which dissolved the candy cane the fastest.

Fourth grade students have been busy learning about tints and
shadows while creating winter landscapes. Third grade students have
been using colored pencils to create realistic candy canes.

We have finally finished ACCESS testing! Students who are English
Language Learners complete ACCESS testing to measure their
academic English language skills. This testing helps teachers
understand whether their students have the language skills to fully
participate in their classrooms and how to best teach the students.

Turtle Creek Elementary

Our 4K, 5K, and 1st grade students were excited to write letters to Santa this year! And we were even more
excited when Santa’s Elves visited Turtle Creek Elementary School to deliver special letters to our students
from Santa. A huge thank you to the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) members from
Delavan-Darien High School who helped read the letters to our students. Hoping that all of our students’
holiday wishes come true! We want everyone to enjoy spending time with family and friends to make special
memories!

Many of our students and staff have been very busy working on ACCESS testing. This
assessment helps us determine the language proficiency of our English Learners and
ensure that they are progressing in achieving full English proficiency. We appreciate all



of the staff that worked so hard to get all of these assessments completed to provide us with this important information for
instructing our students.

Our 1st grade students have done an excellent job with their engineering
skills! They completed a unit in Science about Engineering and put their
skills to test in a building project. The students needed to build a house that
would keep Mr. Pig safe. They collaborated and created a safe structure for
Mr. Pig.

Turtle Creek students have been working so hard to get their
DreamBox lessons completed weekly! DreamBox is an engaging,
online math program that creates an individual path for each child’s
learning experience. Our students are able to master math
standards by working through a variety of problems. They earn
coins as they solve problems to use for games and breaks.

DreamBox is something that students can do at home on a computer or iPad
also! Some of our students here were able to play math games with Mrs.
Daubner for their achievement in DreamBox! Help us keep math engaging and
fun for our students! Have your child log in and show you around their DreamBox Learning Environment!

We are so proud of our 1st grade dual language students! They worked very hard on writing an informational
book about their favorite animal. First, the students had to research their animal by using resources like the
school library, and websites like PebbleGo, Raz Kids, and BrainPop Jr. After researching, the students learned
about the writing process to draft, revise, edit, and finally publish their books. After the students finished their
books, they invited the 4K students to learn about their animal. The 4K students got to learn all about different
animals during the visits! Great job to all of the students!!


