
Native American 
Students in the Sand 

Springs Schools
Is there an Indian student in your class?



The Native American Student
Occasionally a teacher asks for special 
insights on Indian students.  It is the hope 
of the people involved in the Indian 
Education program that this material may 
be a useful resource for you in dealing 
with our Indian students.  Many of you are 
already familiar with much about Indian 
history and lifestyles; if so, please patiently 
indulge us.



BEWARE OF SWEEPING 

GENERALIZATIONS….

.…about Native Americans.  There have been hundreds of 
Indian nations on this continent, each with its own identity 
and traits.  No one can be an expert on all Indians; the 
subject is too vast, too complex.  

IN SAND SPRINGS….
….more than 10% of all students are enrolled in the Indian 

Education program.  Of our 750 students, only a very few 
are visually identifiable, have been raised in their tribal 
culture, or have lived in heavily Indian communities.  

We have a unique group of students, many of whom feel no 
connection with their family history.  So, obviously, 
observations that might be apt about reservation students, 
for instance, have no relevance as to most Indian students 
here.  



BUT THERE ARE SOME  COMMON 

THREADS….

….in the fabric of many Native Americans’ personalities.  
Traditionally, most Indian people are:

• Cooperative, not competitive
• Uncomfortable about being singled out; non-exhibitionist
• Not focused on “time”
• Visual/kinesthetic, right-brain learners, but….
• Accustomed to story-telling as a teaching tool
• Part of extended families
• Prone to fixing their gaze downward, not eye-to-eye, as a way 

of showing courtesy, not confrontation
• Gratified when their cultures are respected.



DOES  OUR  OWN  AWARENESS….

….effect how we approach Indian culture with our students?
Are we aware that….

• The suicide rate among young males is highest among 
Native Americans.

• The drop-out rate is highest among Native Americans.
• Many Indian people are offended by references such as 

“squaw,” “wild Indians,” and being addressed as “Chief.”
• There are Indian children who are greeted with B-movie war 

whoops by other children, even now and even in Sand 
Springs.

• The “Land Run” of Oklahoma is NOT regarded by many 
Indians as a celebratory event.



DO  OUR  STUDENTS  LEARN….
….such historical items as:

• The U.S. Constitution bears a marked resemblance 
to the Iroquois’ unwritten Great Law of Peace.

• In both World Wars, an important contribution to 
victory was the use of Indian “Code Talkers.”

• 50 years of the 19th century saw the slaughter of 
buffalo that reduced the estimated number from 20 
million to 500, effectively wiping out the lifestyle of 
the plains Indians.  



IN CLOSING….

We are always available to discuss this 
and more material with you, and/or 
with your students in the classroom.  
Also, we urge you to utilize our library 
of books, videos, and DVDs.  Just call 
our office at 918-246-1583.
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