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First Twelve Week Period 
Louisiana Guidebook 2.0 Unit:  Hurricanes 

Unit Goal Culminating Writing Task 

Students read literary and informational texts to 
learn about hurricanes and their impact on 
Louisiana.  Students understand how history 
involves the sharing of memories and the 
differences between firsthand and secondhand 
accounts.  Students express their understanding 
of the impact of hurricanes on Louisiana by 
writing a first person narrative about an 
experience in a hurricane based on texts that 
they have read. 

Students write a multiparagraph essay in 
response to the prompt:  Write a narrative about 
a character who experiences a hurricane 
firsthand. 

Extension Task:  Students work collaboratively to research a hurricane that affected the coast of 
Louisiana, write a report, and create and deliver a multimedia presentation of their findings. 
 
Cold Read Task:  Students read “Some Other Famous Hurricanes” from Hurricanes:  Earth’s Mightiest 
Storms.”  Students answer a combination of questions then they write an essay that explains why 
these storms are considered “famous.”  Students cite evidence from the text to support their written 
response. 

Second Twelve Week Period 
Louisiana Guidebook 2.0 Unit:  American Revolution 

Unit Goal Culminating Writing Task 

Students read texts about the American 
Revolution to understand the decisions and 
choices colonists had to make leading up to and 
during the Revolutionary War.  Students express 
their understanding of the concept of “taking 
sides” and how, despite having different points of 
view about an issue or a situation, those engaged 
in conflict can still share common ground. 

Students write a multi-paragraph essay in 
response to the question:  Were the colonists 
justified in declaring their independence and 
fighting the Revolutionary War? 

Extension Task:  Students debate the following question from the point of view of a Patriot or a 
Loyalist:  Was the Revolutionary War a war of freedom or a war of treason? 
 
Cold Read Task:  Students read “Colonization and the Revolutionary War:  The Declaration of 
Independence” and “The Landlord’s Mistake.”  Then students answer a combination of questions.  
Students write a multi-paragraph essay that explains how the authors use evidence to support 
Thomas Jefferson’s beliefs about the rights of all men.  Students use evidence from the passage to 
support their response. 
 
 
 



Third Twelve Week Period 
Louisiana Guidebook 2.0 Unit:  The Lightning Thief 

Unit Goal Culminating Writing Task 

Students read literary and informational texts to 
understand traditional stories that focus on 
common patterns in literature, specifically the 
quest.  Students express their understanding of 
how literature helps us make sense of the world, 
and how literature from the past influences our 
current lives and contemporary stories. 

Students write a multi-paragraph essay in 
response to the prompt:  Explain how the quest 
motif is part of The Lightning Thief.  Describe 
Percy’s goal, the challenges he faces, and how he 
changes along the way. 

Extension Task:  Students select a mythological character and research his or her stories.  Then 
students write and publish an explanation of how the character is a part of our lives today and create 
a presentation of their findings. 
 
Cold Read Task:  Students read “Atalanta’s Race.” Then students answer a combination of questions.  
Students write a narrative that tells the story from Atalanta’s point of view.  Students will refer to the 
details from the passage in their narratives. 
 
 

 

 


