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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tipton High School’s Bass Anglers Are State Champions – Again! 

Tipton Indiana 

June 15, 2018 

 

For the 3rd year in a row, Tipton High School’s Bass Anglers Team has won the title of State 

Champions.  This year’s tournament was won by Jake Tragesser and Zach Wray. Andy Tragesser 

was the boat captain for this years’ state champs.    

During the 2010-11 school year, Andy Hinkle and Nate Weddell decided they wanted to start a 

fishing team at Tipton High School. With the assistance of Hink Hinkle, Andy’s dad, and Nick 

Strait, a Tipton High School teacher, they did just that. They got other students involved and 

fished various tournaments around the state that first year. In youth fishing tournaments, there 

are two fishermen per boat and an adult serves as the boat captain. Before tournaments, the 

teams often fish and scout the lake for good locations to increase their likelihood of success. 

The boat captains volunteer their time, gas, expertise and love of the sport. They and are the 

heart and soul of the fishing league. Andy Tragesser, Jamie Young, John Raines, Tim Coe, 

Jeremy Scott and Hink Hinkle have all served in this capacity over the last few years. Their 

efforts are appreciated and they should be commended for their service. Tournaments often 

last the better part of a day and often happen in successive days.  

In 2011 Keegan Gray and Andy Hinkle entered the inaugural state fishing contest and brought 

Tipton High School its’ first state championship. They then went to Nationals and placed second 

in that event also in 2011. Since then the Tipton Bass Anglers have won 3 more state titles. 

Chad Mauck and Jaret Wampner won in 2015-16, Austin Barr and Jaret Wampner teamed up 

for a state title in the 2016-17 school year and this year’s tournament was won by Jake 

Tragesser and Zach Wray. Andy Tragesser was the boat captain for this years’ state champs.    

After the first couple years, Mr. Strait stepped down as the faculty sponsor and he was replaced 

by Hink Hinkle. Mr. Hinkle gives of his own time and resources to help these young men and 

women learn and experience the joy of fishing. He devotes countless hours to achieving the 

goal of each student developing a life-long passion for fishing. 
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Because of their success, the Tipton Bass Anglers club has become recognized throughout the 

state and in 2015 Yamaha decided they would be the corporate sponsor of the team. Not only 

do they supply the team members with attire to be worn at tournaments, they finance rooms 

and meals for the team when they are in tournaments and make sure they are there to support 

in any way possible. Yamaha also supplies the team with a full loaded new Skeeter fishing boat 

with a 200 HP Yamaha engine to be used whenever they are fishing a tournament. This boat is 

always captained by an adult certified to do so, usually Hink Hinkle the clubs’ advisor.  

The ultimate hope of this program is to give students positive experiences while outdoors and 

develop lifelong love for the sport of fishing. As you can tell, we are very proud of these young 

people and wish them continued success in these competitions. Jake Trageseer and Zach Wray 

have also qualified to fish at the National Tournament June 26-30 held at Pickwick Lake in 

Alabama. Good luck to these young men as they represent the Tipton High School Bass Anglers.   

  

 


