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Dates to remember 
Now through Thursday, March 9 – 2023-24 Open 
Enrollment Period  
 
Monday, January 23 – Thursday’s Scheduled Secondary 
Exams (during regularly scheduled class periods) 
 
Monday & Tuesday, January 23 & 24 – Family Council 
Fundraiser at That’sa Pizza (see attached flyer)  
 
Thursday, February 2 – 10th Grade Trip to Career Tech 
 
Enrollment Information Meetings continue 
Grand Traverse Academy's Open Enrollment period for 
the 2023-24 school year continues through Thursday, 
March 9.  Several Enrollment Information Meetings are 
scheduled, as shown below.  Each includes a brief 
presentation, time for Q & A and a tour of our facilities.   
 

Enrollment Information Meetings 
Day Date Time 

Tuesday January 24 6:00 pm 
Thursday January 26 9:30 am 
Thursday February 2 6:00 pm 

Wednesday February 8 6:00 pm 
Monday February 13 9:30 am 
Thursday February 23 9:30 am 
Thursday March 2 6:00 pm 
Monday March 6 9:30 am 

 
If you have friends or family members who are 
interested in learning more about Grand Traverse 
Academy for their children, please invite them to 
contact Amy Truesdell at (231) 995-0665 or 
enrollment@mygta.us to reserve their spot at one of 
these meetings.  Individual tours with a school leader 
are also available by appointment. 
 
Lost & Found deadline extended 
Because of yesterday’s snow day, the deadline to claim 
items from the Lost & Found has been extended.  
Anything remaining (except uniform pieces) after 

Monday, January 23, will be donated.  Please remind 
children to take a look if they are missing mittens, water 
bottles, scarves, lunch boxes, etc.  Thank you!   
   
Mighty Mustangs Preschool enrolling now 
Grand Traverse Academy’s Mighty Mustangs Preschool 

is a licensed, tuition-based 
program created especially 
for 3-5-year-olds.  Through 
fun, hands-on activities, 
children develop the 

confidence, creativity and critical thinking skills that 
prepare them for success in kindergarten and beyond.  
Full- and half-day sessions are available and parents 
may choose two, three or five mornings or days per 
week.  For more information or to apply for enrollment, 
visit the Mighty Mustangs Preschool webpage.  Please 
feel free to share this information with other parents of 
preschool-aged children!  

Junior high students win NASA Challenge 
Congratulations to Mrs. Callahan’s junior high 

Aerospace 
Exploration 
class on 
winning the 

NASA TechRise Student 
Challenge.  The class is 
one of only 60 winners 
nationwide and two in 
Michigan. Teams will 

design a science experiment that 
could be tested on a NASA-
sponsored high-altitude balloon 
flight this summer.  Each winning 

team will receive $1,500 to build out their project 
during the remainder of the school year, with the 
support of professional engineers.  Their experiment is 
called Space Dust:  Friend or Foe.  Class members are 
Caleb Wisniewski, Ella Wilson, Leo Mulholland, Olivia 
Dombrowski, Teagan Adams, Henry Clausen, Jasper 
Kida, Louis Rodriguez, Lilia Miller and Romy Wolfe.  We 
look forward to following their progress!   
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Students of the Month announced 
Congratulations to the following, who were named 
Students of the Month for December:   
 
Elementary – Optimism 
Elizabeth Clark, kindergarten, is the daughter of Kayla 

and Christopher Clark.  Her teacher, 
Miss Myers, says, “Lizzie is a student 
who comes to school with a smile on 
her face every day.  She spreads 
positivity and kindness everywhere she 
goes and to everyone she meets.  With 
her infectious laugh and beautiful smile, 

she brightens up our classroom every single day.  She 
accepts every challenge given to her and always tries 
her best.  It is rare that I ever see Lizzie without a smile 
and great attitude. Thanks, Lizzie, for being a bright ray 
of sunshine in our kindergarten classroom!” 
 
Malakyi Escheck, grade 1, is the son of Holli Tezak and 

Adam Escheck.  According to Ms. Popp, 
his teacher, “Malakyi is our ray of 
sunshine in the Yellow Hall.  He walks 
into the classroom each morning with a 
big smile on his face and greets his 
teachers and classmates with a 
heartfelt ‘hello!’.  He always has 

something exciting to share with his friends and takes 
the time to hear what they have to say.  Malakyi loves 
learning and motivates others with his enthusiasm and 
creative responses.  He notices when others are having 
a difficult time, reassures them and offers to help.  He 
makes our classroom extra special with his optimistic 
attitude.  Great job, Malakyi!” 
 
Hazel Soper, grade 4, is the daughter of Katie and Mark 

Soper.  Her teachers, Mrs. Lazar and 
Mrs. Craker, had this to say:  “ Hazel is 
the definition of optimism.  She meets 
challenges head on, with a smile on her 
face.  She does not let anything stand in 
her way of her doing her very best.  She 
has a great attitude and encourages 

others to be positive toward hard work.  Hazel has extra 
learning time throughout her school day, resulting in 
her missing out on some of the things her classmates 
are doing.  Not once has she complained about this; 
instead, she goes to her groups on time each day, with a 
smile and a ‘ready to conquer the world’ attitude.  She 

sets an example for everyone around her with her 
positivity and spreads joy in the classroom! 
 
Malachi Sailor, grade 3, is the son of Trinet and Nate 

Sailor.  Mrs. Wilson, his teacher, states 
that “After giving my students the 
definition of optimism, I asked them to 
look around and find someone in our 
class who fit that description.  Many of 
them responded, ‘Ki.’  They explained 
that he always has a smile on his face 

and looks at situations with a positive attitude.  After a 
challenging lesson he will write ‘I don't understand the 
lesson yet, but I will get it soon.’  In fact, after we had 
our talk about who I should select for the optimism 
award, Ki responded, ‘If I don't get the optimism award, 
then I am certain I will get the work ethic one.’ He is 
always expecting good things to happen! 
 
Secondary – Initiative  
Mario Aristeo, grade 7, is the son of Amanda and Gil 

Aristeo.  He enjoys reading, playing 
video games and building with LEGOS.  
Mario’s current goals include 
completing a campaign in the Dungeons 
& Dragons role-playing game to finish 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy, starting a 
D & D Club at the library and building a 

giant LEGO castle. 
 
Palyn Wooters, grade 8, is the daughter of Kari Wooters 

and Brian Wooters.  She plays 
basketball and is interested in 
volleyball.  Palyn also enjoys reading 
and writing and has an interest in art.  
Current goals include passing all of her 
classes this year, trying new things and 
overcoming anxiety.  She hopes to 

graduate with a high GPA and qualify for play on a good 
basketball team.     
 
Yasmina Bourdkani, grade 9, is the daughter of Samer 

and Amanda Bourdkani.  In her spare 
time, she works at a gymnastics facility 
teaching to 4-6-year-olds.  Yasmina 
enjoys playing video games, “binge 
watching” her favorite television shows, 
watching movies with her family, 
spending time outdoors and hanging 
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out with friends.  A current goal is to complete more 
schoolwork on time.  Yasmina’s goals for the future 
include graduating from high school with a 4.0 GPA, 
attending college and earning a master’s degree.   
 
Carson Williams, grade 10, is the son of Leah Williams 

and Brian Williams.  He is a member of 
the high school jazz band.  Outside of 
school, Carson works at Fresh Coast 
Market and plays in the worship team 
at his church.  He also enjoys hosting 
and arranging dinner parties and get-
togethers.  Carson’s goals include 

learning Krav Maga (an Israeli martial art), being “super 
invested” in God, releasing an album with a major 
record label, becoming more outgoing and being an 
overall “cool guy.”  
 
Spelling Bee results announced 
This year's school Spelling Bee was an epic battle 
consisting of all bee veterans.  After several rounds and 
lots of nervous energy, this year's winner is 8th grader 
Bella Walden, and the runner-up is 7th grader Samuel 
Link.  Sixth grader Lily Smith will serve as the alternate. 
Additional participants included Olivia Peltier and 
Sophia Vivit.  All contestants worked and studied 
extensively in preparation for the bee, and should be 
congratulated for their efforts.  Bella and Sam will be 
competing in the Regional Bee on March 19 in an 
endeavor to be the representative at the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C.  Their spelling 
list includes words like "erubescent," "balbriggan," and 
"gesellschaft."  Great job, everyone!  
 
Tuesday Talks location moved  
If you have a question or concerns, want to know more 

about Choice Theory, 
character education or 
other GTA topic, 
Michelle Floering, 
superintendent, will be 
in the south entrance 
lobby (outside the 
Elementary Office) every 

Tuesday morning from 8:00-8:30 am.  No appointment 
necessary! 
 
 
 

NMC scholarship information 
Northwestern Michigan College is a leader in providing 
scholarships to their students.  Last year, 31 percent of 
NMC students received scholarships, compared to only 
5.5 percent of public two-year college students 
nationwide.  The reason more students do not receive 
awards is that they do not apply!  NMC awards 
scholarships based on both merit and need and 58 
percent of NMC Foundation scholarships are need-
based.  All seniors considering Northwestern Michigan 
College are encouraged to visit NMC’s scholarship page 
for information on available scholarships for fall 2023.  
 
Coffee’s on! 
Mr. Thomas’ Upper Elementary class is selling coffee 
from the Leelanau Coffee Roasting Company to help 
fund their classroom activities, field trips and resources 
this year!  The coffee comes in 12-oz. bags and is 
available in Regular and Decaffeinated, Whole Bean and 
Ground.  Orders are due on Friday, February 24 and will 
be delivered the following week.  See the attached 
order form for details and to place your order.  They 
thank you for your support! 
 
Family Council Fundraiser at That’sa Pizza 
This coming Monday and Tuesday, January 23 and 24, 
from 11:00 am-9:00 pm, our friends at That’sa Pizza 
(and GTA parents), Troy and Sarah Hall, are hosting a 
fundraiser for the GTA Family Council.  Simply show the 
attached flyer or mention GTA Family Council when you 
place your order and they will donate 10 percent of 
your total purchase to support future Family Council 
activities.  Thank you to the Halls and That’sa Pizza! 
 

Winter fun fact:   
There are actually five different types of  
snow, depending on water content:  dry,  

moist, wet, very wet and slush.  
 
Elementary doughnut sales suspended 
Due to a significant increase in cost, the National Honor 
Society has made the difficult decision to suspend 
Friday doughnut sales to elementary students for the 
remainder of the school year. 
 
 

https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/scholarships.html
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School absences or late arrivals 
If your child will be late for school or absent for the  
day, please notify the office by 8:30 am.   Parents  

will be called to verify any unexcused  
absences after that time. 

 
Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 
Winter soccer is here! 
Several Saturday soccer options are underway and it’s 

not too late to join.  Schedules and details 
are as follows.  Questions may be directed 
to Mr. Lazar at lazarj@mygta.us.  
Participants are asked to please use the 

Elementary entrance for the following programs: 
 
Secondary Drop-In  

▪ Grades 6-12 
▪ January 21, 28; February 4, 11; March 4, 11 
▪ 12:00 - 2:00 pm 
▪ Cost:  $10 per session 
▪ Big Gym 
▪ Parent/guardian must sign a waiver at first 

session attended 
▪ Bring:  Shin guards, light and dark shirts, water 

bottle 
 
Secondary Goalkeeper Training 

▪ Grades 8-11 
▪ January 21, 28; February 4, 11; March 4, 11 
▪ 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
▪ Cost:  $10 per session 
▪ Big Gym 
▪ Parent/guardian must sign a waiver at first 

session attended 
▪ Bring:  Water bottle, long sleeve shirt or keeper 

jersey, goalkeeper gloves, comfortable clothing 
for diving 

 
Adult Drop-In 

▪ January 21, 28; February 4, 11; March 4, 11 
▪ 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
▪ Big Gym 
▪ Must sign a waiver at first session attended 
▪ Bring a light and dark shirts for splitting into 

teams  
 

Ski & Snowboard School offered 
The annual Kiwanis Club/Record-Eagle Ski & Snowboard 
School at Traverse City’s Mt. Holiday has begun for 
students in grades 1-9.  Details, including dates, cost 
and a link to register, are attached to this newsletter.  
Questions should be directed to Mt. Holiday at the 
phone number or email address provided.  
 

Ongoing events 
Med Club Muffin Sales (Secondary) – Every Monday 
from 7:45-8:00 am, $2.00 each for several varieties, 
Multi-Purpose Room 
 
Sophomore Class Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday from 
7:40-8:00 am, $2.00 each for several varieties, 
Multipurpose Room 4 and the Intention Room (Mrs. 
VanHouzen’s office)  
 
Elementary Pizza Days – Every other Wednesday, as 
follows:  January 25, February 8 & 22, March 8 & 22, 
April 12 & 26 and May 10 & 24 (order and pay by the 
preceding Monday using forms sent home on off weeks), 
$1.50 per slice of pepperoni or cheese 
 
Secondary Pizza Days – Every Thursday (order and pay 
by Tuesdays using forms provided in Advisory 
classrooms), $1.50 per slice of cheese or pepperoni 
 
NHS Elementary Doughnut Sales – Due to a significant 
increase in cost, doughnut sales to elementary students 
have been suspended for the remainder of the school 
year. 
 
NHS Secondary Doughnut Sales – Every Friday in 
Multipurpose Rooms 1 & 2, 7:40-8:00 am, $1 each for 
several varieties 
 
Secondary Beverage Sales – Monday-Thursday at Lunch 
in Bronze 1, $1.50 each for Snapple fruit drinks 
 
Fill the Pantry Jeans Days – Thursdays:  March 23, May 
25 ($2 per person to wear jeans with a uniform top) 

mailto:lazarj@mygta.us


Mr. Thomas’ Upper Elementary class is selling coffee from the Leelanau Coffee Roasting
Company to help fund their classroom activities, field trips, and resources this year! The coffee
comes in 12-oz. bags and is available in Regular and Decaffeinated, Whole Bean and Ground.
Orders are due on Friday, February 24th and will be delivered the following week. Prices are
$13 for Regular and $14 for Decaf. Thank you for your support!

Whole Bean Ground
Bakery Blend __________ _________
Bakery Blend Decaf __________ _________

GTA Blend __________ _________
GTA Blend Decaf __________ _________

French Roast __________ _________
French Roast Decaf __________ _________

Hazelnut __________ _________
Hazelnut Decaf __________ _________

Caramel & Pralines __________ _________
Caramel & Pralines Decaf __________ _________

Chocolate Cherry Festival __________ _________
Chocolate Cherry Festival Decaf __________ _________

Total $____________________ Student’s Name_____________________________________

Phone # __________________ Student’s Teacher____________________________________



 

 

Fundraiser 
to benefit 

Grand Traverse Academy Family Council 
 

Show this flyer or mention GTA Family Council when ordering and  
That’sa Pizza will donate 10% of your total purchase  

 
January 23 and 24, 11:00 am-9:00 pm 

 
Valid at all three locations: 

 
1110 Hammond Road  /  5430 US-31 N  /  3860 N Long Lake Road 

 
 
  

That’sa Team takes pride in supporting our communities with 
quality products and services.  Thank you, GTA, for trusting in us. 

 

 

Rules and restrictions: 
Value is based on full price values.   

No coupons or rewards are to be used for personal accounts. 



   

Kiwanis Club / TC Record Eagle Ski & Snowboard School 
Lessons held at Mt. Holiday Ski & Recreation Area, 3100 Holiday Rd, Traverse City, MI 49686 

All Lesson Times are:   6-8pm 

 

Ski Lessons  Grades   Snowboard Lessons Grades 

January 10, 11, 12 K-1   January 10, 11, 12 1-2 

January 17, 18, 19 K-1   January 17, 18, 19 1-2 

January 24, 25, 26 2-8   January 24, 25, 26 3-9 

January 31, Feb. 1,2 2-8   January 31, Feb. 1,2 3-9 

February 7, 8, 9 2-8   February 7, 8, 9 3-9 

February 14, 15, 16 2-8   February 14, 15, 16 3-9 

February 21, 22, 23 K-1   February 21, 22, 23 1-2 

 

Cost of the Lessons are:    $42 per 3-Day Session 

Cost of Rental Equipment (if needed) $15 

 

To Register Click on the LINK:  https://mt-holiday.com/ski-snowboard/ 
Payment is collected on the online registration using credit or debit card. 

 

Questions regarding Ski & Snowboard School, contact Mt. Holiday at 231-938-2500 or  

email: skischool@mtholiday.org 

 

To Bring/Wear:  Warm Coat, gloves, hat and Helmet (if available).  A helmet will be provided 

if you don’t have one for your child. 

 

  REGISTER NOW     

https://mt-holiday.com/ski-snowboard/
mailto:skischool@mtholiday.org
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